www.navynews.co.uk 


NOVEMBER 2001 £1.00 



Futuresub: inside the Astute-class 


Part 4 of our 
centenary 
supplement 
inside 



China 
comes 
in from 
the cold 

p18 




RN submarines fire on the Taliban with Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles 



• Left: Royal Marines from 45 Commando test fire their .5in 
Browning machine guns during Exercise Saif Sareea in Oman. 
Above: 40 Cdo fly in from HMS Ocean. Ptctures: PO(Phot) sieve Lewis 


joined one more strike, on the 
night of October 12-13, when the 
two T-boats again fired an unspec¬ 
ified number of cruise missiles. 

The indications arc that a new 
phase of the campaign has begun, 
with the Americans announcing 
that ground troops - including spe¬ 
cial forces - have been deployea in 
Afghanistan. 

The Tomahawk system was first 
test-fired by the Royal Navy from 
HMS Splendid in November 1998, 
and was fired operationally in the 
Kosovo campaign in 1999. 

The missile is capable of 
delivering a warhead with 
pinpoint accuracy to a 
selected target hundreds of 
miles away, giving the 
Navy’s submarines a new 
tactical capability. 

Launched from a torpedo tube 
while the submarine is submerged, 
the missile flies at high, but sub¬ 
sonic speeds, presenting a low 
radar signature, and navigates to 
its target using the satellite Global 


Positioning System and the Digital 
Scene Matching Area Correlation 
system.Targcting data can be trans¬ 
mitted from Fleet Headquarters at 
Northwood to a submarine any¬ 
where in the world via satellite 
links. 

There has been no change in 
plan for the 23,(XM) troops - includ¬ 
ing Royal Marines of 40 and 45 
Commandos - or the remainder of 
the 24 units involved in Saif 
Sareea, and the umbrella maritime 
deployment. Exercise Argonaut 
2001, is scheduled to end as 
planned when the vessels return to 
the UK before Christmas. 

□ A families page has been 
established on the Royal 
Navy/Royal Marines website which 
will draw together the latest infor¬ 
mation from Ministry of Dcfenec 
and Royal Navy sources on 
Exercise Saif Sareea and events in 
the Middle East. This facility is 
also available on the HIVE 
Internet sites. 

The website is at www.royal- 
navy.mod.uk/rcfcrence 


ROYAL Navy submar¬ 
ines helped launch the 
global war against ter¬ 
rorism with cruise mis¬ 
sile attacks on terrorist 
targets in Afghanistan. 


But as Navy News went to 
press, it was business as usual 
for the rest of the task group 
engaged in Exercise Saif 
Sareea in Oman, although 
there was mounting specula¬ 
tion in the press that elements 


might be switched to opera¬ 
tional duties as the campaign 
developed. 

Nuclear attack submarines 
HMS Trafalgar and HMS Superb, 
part of the Exercise Argonaut 
deployment which left Britain in 
August, were detached from the 


exercises in the Middle East to join 
the initial onslaught on October 7- 
8 . 

Joining them was HMS Triumph 
which, like her T-boat sister, is 
equipped with Tomahawk Land 
Attack Missiles. 

Since then the submarines have 
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T HE BRITISH garrison is to be granted the rare hon¬ 
our of the Freedom of the Falkland Islands in grati¬ 
tude for the liberation from the Argentine invasion 
of 1982 and for the continuing defence of the territory. 

The ceremony granting the Freedom will take place on 
June 14 next year - the 20th anniversary of the surrender of 
the Argentine forces. 

The decision to grant the Freedom was made by the 
Falklands Legislative Council at the instigation of its 
Chairman, Cllr Lewis Clifton and fellow member of the 20th 
anniversary organising committee, Cllr Richard Cockwell. 

The Freedom of the whole of the Falkland Islands has only 
been conferred once before - to Margaret Thatcher, who as 
Prime Minister ordered the British Task Force to retake the 
islands. 

Lady Thatcher has regretfully declined an invitation to 
attend the anniversary commemoration, saying that at 86 
the journey would be too gruelling for her husband, Sir 
Denis. 

She has visited the Falklands twice previously, in 1983 
and for the 10th anniversary in 1992. 


The Freedom confers upon the Armed Forces the privi¬ 
lege of marching through the islands with bayonets fixed 
and drums playing. 

The Freedom ot Stanley, the Islands’ capital, as distinct 
from the whole of the Falklands, has previously been given 
to the Royal Marines and to three individuals - the late Lord 
Shackleton, whose reports provided the foundation for 
unprecedented economic development in the islands; 
London barrister Bill Hunter-Christie of the Falkland Islands 
Association, a champion campaigner for the Islands; and 
Sir Rex Hunt, Governor at the time of the invasion. 

Individuals are presented with a scroll. Sir Rex has also 
been awarded the Freedom of the City of London, which 
confers upon him the ancient privilege of driving a flock of 
sheep across Tower Bridge. 

A spokesman for the Falkland Islands Government has 
pointed out that this might be a more appropriate custom in 
the Falklands, rather than in the traffic of present day 
London ... 

# FLASHBACK: Men of Naval Party 8901 who fought in 
Juliet Company, 42 Cdo RM, replace the Falkland Islands 
flag at Government House. 
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NEW PROPOSALS TO REVIEW RODY 


Reserves pay 
set to mirror 
Regulars' 


RESERVES’ pay is to mirror arrangements for the Regular Forces under 
Pay 2000 - but not before November 2002. 


Distance 
learning 
otter for 
seafarers 


In line with Government 
policy flowing from the 
Strategic Defence Review', 
which confirmed close linkage 
between the two, main benefit 
of new proposals is that all 
reservists will have access to 
annual incremental pay - pro¬ 
vided that they meet specific 
criteria based on qualifica¬ 
tions, experience and perfor¬ 
mance which regulars also 


so it was decided that several 
specialist groups such as doctors 
and dentists, vets, chaplains as 
well as Reserve Forces should 
be transferred at a later date. 

Further details will come with 
the AFPRBs announcement 
early next year. 


Vengeance calls 
on Canada 


TRIDENT missile sub¬ 
marine HMS Vengeance 
has made the first visit 
to Canada by her class - 
and said goodbye to her 
Commanding Officer as 
well. 

The submarine called in 
at Halifax, Nova Scotia, fol¬ 
lowing a busy period at 
sea, including the first 
patrol. 

Hosted by the Canadian 
Navy's Fleet Diving Unit, 
submariners had a wide 
range of diversions to 
choose from, including an 
international street enter¬ 
tainers festival. 

Some of the older sailors 
on board rekindled memo¬ 
ries by visiting three old O- 
boats, Ojibwa, Onondaga 
and Okanagan, which were 
built in the 1960s. 

Visitors to the boat 
included the Lt Governor of 
Nova Scotia, Myra 
Freeman, and a Mountie 


known only as John. 

Cdr Steve Upright, who 
had been with Vengeance 
since August 1998, handed 
over command to Cdr 
David Balston, and then 
made an unusual departure 
- by air in a seaplane, 
organised by the crew. 

Cdr Upright has taken up 
an appointment at the 
Ministry of Defence, while 
Cdr Balston joined from 
Permanent Joint Head¬ 
quarters at Northwood. 

During her trip, the crew 


of Vengeance was aug¬ 
mented by eight Young 
Officers from Britannia 
Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth, and two mem¬ 
bers of the Engineering 
Sponsorship Scheme from 
HMS Thunderer, based at 
Southampton University. 

• Below: Mountie John 
is welcomed on board HMS 
Vengeance at Halifax, Nova 
Scotia while (inset) outgo¬ 
ing CO Cdr Steve Upright 
takes to the air. 



THE MARINE Society, the sea¬ 
farers' education and training 
charity, has launched a new initia¬ 
tive to meet demand for distance 
learning courses in computer 
skills. 

It has teamed up with 
Portsmouth-based 
BCDgroup.com, one of the lead¬ 
ing providers of ICDL courseware, 
to offer seafarers and their fami¬ 
lies the chance to gain the interna¬ 
tionally recognised qualification, 
the International Computer 
Driving Licence (ICDL). 

The courseware consists of an 
interactive CD-ROM supplement¬ 
ed by a book and telephone or 
email support. Said a spokesman 
for the Society: “The whole pack¬ 
age is just as suitable for complete 
beginners as it is for those who 
simply wish to accredit their exist¬ 
ing knowledge. As the course is 
entirely distance learning, it is 
ideal for study either onboard ship 
or at home.** 

The Society is able to offer the 
full course of seven modules for 
£25 per person for seafarers who 
arc resident in the UK and who 
are eligible for a Government 
training fund known as an 
Individual Learning Account. 

As a unique dispensation for 
seafarers, examinations (for which 
a modest additional charge is 
made) in any or all of the modules 
which make up the full ICDL 
course can be taken onboard ship, 
as well as at one of the many 
accredited test centres around the 
country. Tel 020 7261 9535 for 
details. 


have to meet. 

The proposals are to to he 
submitted to the Armed Forces 
Pay Review Body as part of this 
year’s pay round. 

Once agreed, the new pay 
arrangements will be imple¬ 
mented as soon as possible, but 
not before November 2002. 

A spokesman for the 
Directorate of Reserve Forces 
and Cadets said the work 
involved to achieve seamless 
transition from one pay struc¬ 
ture to another might mean this 
date slipping further back. 

Introduction of Pay 
2000 had involved the 
greatest change to the 
way in which the Armed 
Forces were paid since 
the introduction of the 
Military Salary in 1970. 

“Not surprisingly, the pro¬ 
gramming requirements have 
presented the Armed Forces 
Pay Administration Agency and 
their civilian partner, EDS, with 
a number of challenges. 
Nevertheless, the introduction 
of Pay 2000 was achieved for a 
significant proportion of the 
Regular Forces in April this 
year, albeit a year later than 
originally envisaged.” 

Transitioning all members of 
the Armed Forces on the same 
date was considered too com¬ 
plex and too great a risk to take. 
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UKE TAKES DEEP INTEREST 


THE DUKE of York joined hundreds of submariners 
past and present for a lunch at London’s Mansion 
House to mark the centenary of the RN Submarine 
Service. 

Earlier he had inspected a “Chariot'’ Special Forces inser¬ 
tion vehicle as used in World War II - and talked with former 
charioteer Len Berey, who earned the Distinguished Service 
Medal for his exploits as a saboteur. 

After the first, against shipping in Tripoli, he was captured 
but escaped to rendezvous with the Eighth Army. 

In the second he helped sink an Italian cruiser in La Spezia 
before escaping into the mountains where he spent several 
weeks fighting alongside partisans before joining the Allied 
regular forces in Italy. 

Also at the lunch was Vice Admiral Sir Ian McGeoch, DSO, 
DSC who when commanding HMS Splendid in the 
Mediterranean was captured following a battle with a German 
destroyer. He likewise escaped from captivity and made his 
way overland through France to Spain. 

Other guests included the Chief of the Defence Staff 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, Flag Officer Submarines Rear 
Admiral Rob Stevens and Rear Admiral Anthony Whetstone, 
president of the Submariners Association. 

Meanwhile the Royal Navy’s very first submarine, Holland 1 
(inset) was celebrating its own 100th birthday with a party at 
the RN Submarine Museum, Gosport. - See also P4 and P45. 


'No risk' from handling DU ammunition 


Independent 
panel watches 
over uranium 
screening 

A PANEL of scientists and veterans’ representatives has been appointed to over¬ 
see the MOD’S depleted uranium (DU) screening. 


Ambassador 
comes home 
in French 
warship 


FORMER British Amb¬ 
assador to France Sir 
Michael Jay arrived at 
Portsmouth in the 
French frigate 

Germinal when he 
came home to take up 
his new appointment. 

He was met on South 
Railway Jetty - deco¬ 
rated with the Union 
Flag and the Tricolour 
by the French 
Defence Attache and 
Naval Attache. 

Sir Michael will 
become Permanent 
Under Secretary in the 
Foreign and Comm¬ 
onwealth Office and 
Head of the Diplomatic 
Servicein January 
2002. 

When he took up his 
duties in Paris five 
years ago, he arrived in 
France on board a 
Royal Navy warship, 
HMS Manchester. 

In returning the com¬ 
pliment, the French 
Navy recognises the 
excellent defence rela¬ 
tions that exist 
between Britain and 
France. 

This is also reflected 
in Sir Michael’s own 
Naval background - 
his father, Capt Alan 
Jay, was decorated 
with the Croix de 
Guerre and the Legion 
d’Honneur for his part 
in the D-Day opera¬ 
tions in 1944. 

Sir Michael is suc¬ 
ceeded as Ambass¬ 
ador by Sir John 
Holmes. 


Following concerns earlier 
this year, reported in our 
February issue, about the 
potential exposure of UK ser¬ 
vice personnel to DU, the 
MOD agreed to establish a 
screening programme for 
those who had served in the 
Gulf and the Balkans. 

The Oversight Board will 
watch over the development of a 
scientifically valid test for DU 
exposure and a case control 
study. 

Said veterans’ minister Dr 
Lewis Moonie: “This is a signifi¬ 
cant step forward in addressing 
the concerns of our veterans. The 
Board provides the programme 
with independence. It also pro¬ 
vides confidence that questions 
about past exposure to DU will 


be answered on a scientifically 
sound basis.” 

A further element of the 
MOD’s response to concerns 
over DU was to start environ¬ 
mental monitoring in the 
Balkans. 

Over 500 air, dust, water and 
soil samples were collected in 
August from sites in Kosovo 
where DU ammunition had been 
used. Early indications show that 
the risks to British troops from 
DU residues there are low. 

Dr Moonie added: “This is 
good news and should provide 
reassurance to our troops 
deployed in the Balkans. Work is 
now underway to fully analyse 
the many samples collected and 
an initital report will be produced 
in the next few months." 

The US-designed Phalanx 


close-in defence system uses 
depleted uranium rounds and 
equips the Navy’s 11 Type 42 air 
defence destroyers, the aircraft 
carrier HMS Ark Royal, the 
assault ship HMS Fearless and 
the helicopter carrier HMS 
Ocean. 

Recent improvements in tech¬ 
nology have resulted in develop¬ 
ment of a tungsten-based 
Phalanx round which has a 
longer range and “higher kill 
probability’’, but these ships will 
continue to use DU rounds until 
supplies are exhausted in 2003. 

Risk assessment has shown 
that precautionary measures 
ensure that there is no risk to 
Naval personnel involved in the 
loading, handling, firing or clean¬ 
ing of the weapons. 



'Fighting G' in 
terrific row 


THE ROW Suez Cup, awarded to the ship that 
obtains the fastest time on a Concept II rowing 
machine during transit of the Suez Canal, has gone 
to HMS Gloucester and LPT Leo Leaman. 

It was presented by C-in-C Fleet Admiral Sir Alan 
West during a flying visit to the Type 42 destroyer 
which has just returned to Portsmouth after a 
seven-month deployment to the Far East. 

Also in the picture with Admiral West and LPT 
Leaman are the Commanding Officer HMS 
Gloucester Cdr David Heley and Sports Officer Lt 
Victoria Price. 


College complete 


THE NEW £2.3m tri-Scrvicc College of Military Science at 
Shrivenham has been completed by design-and-build partners TPS 
Consult and Mansell Construction just 10 months after the joint bid¬ 
ders received the go-ahead on the project from the MOD. 

The 2,200sgm building provides a modem, purpose-built facility 
comprising offices, a communications centre, lecture rooms and 
administration space - all of which were previously housed in tempo¬ 
rary buildings. 

TPS Consult, once part of the Government-run PSA, has been in 
private ownership since 1992, when it was purchased by the Tarmac 
Group. 





































NEWS. NOVEMBER 2001 


www.navy news .co .uk 






DEVONPORT frigate HMS Northumberland exercised with 
ships of the Royal New Zealand Navy while on passage 
to Sydney. 

HMNZS Te Kaha and HMNZS Endeavour joined the British war¬ 
ship for the trip down from Darwin and en route carried out a 
number of serials, including gunnery shoots, flights, replenish¬ 
ments and manoeuvres. 

Members of the ships' companies also made visits to their 
counterparts to see how each navy operates.. 

Te Kaha - the name means “prowess” - is an Anzac-class 
frigate, a Blohm and Voss MEKO 200 design launched in 1995. 

Endeavour is a 12,390-tonne replenishment tanker, built by 
Hyundai in South Korea and commissioned in 1988. 

Northumberland left the West Country in May for a seven- 
month deployment which began with a stint in the Gulf. 

She was relieved by sister frigate HMS Kent in September, at 
which point she headed east to Singapore - and thence to 
Sydney for the Royal Australian Navy’s centenary Fleet Review. 

• During a short stopover in Singapore HMS Northumberland 
hosted a visit by schoolchildren who had been corresponding 
with the ship by e-mail over the previous three months. 
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Some 29 per cent of ratings, from OM1 to Charge Chief, have 
not heard of Topmast (Tomorrow’s Personnel Management 
System’) according to results of an informal questionnaire 
issued at the Drafting and Careers Management Liaison Office 
in Devonport. 

Director Topmast Vice Admiral Fabian Malbon told Navy News: 
“I am disappointed that some of those who responded said they 
had heard about Topmast only from the grapevine’ or from sig¬ 
nals pinned on notice boards. Earlier this year we sent out a 
briefing pack to eveiy ship and establishment, and expected 
each Commanding Officer to brief his staff. 

“I intend that Heads of Department and Senior Rate level 
briefings continue through the Autumn and there will be a major 
face-to-face briefing programme for Junior Rates in the Spring 
of 2001. I know we will not be able to deliver Topmast without 
those in the chain of command and positions of influence help¬ 
ing us spread our very positive message." 

□ E-mail the Topmast team at Topmast@dial.pipex.com 


It's fishy 
business, 
and much 
more 
besides 

HMS BROCKLESBY, the 
first Faslane-based vessel 
to join the Fishery 
Protection Squadron, has 
completed a busy first 
seven-week patrol. 

During her time at sea, the 
Hunt-class mine countermea¬ 
sures vessel carried out 62 
boardings of British and for¬ 
eign fishing vessels. 

As a result of the board¬ 
ings, which lasted up to five 
hours, there is one court 
case pending and six formal 
written warnings were issued. 

The patrol was in support 
of UK and EU fishery regula¬ 
tions, and carried out on 
behalf of DEFRA, the 
Department of Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs. 

Brocklesby was also 
required to provide diver 
assistance to a Belgian 
trawler with a fouled pro¬ 
peller, and carried out a 
search for a suspected World 
War II mine which had been 
dredged up and dropped by a 
trawler in the River Medway. 

On this occasion, despite 
her capable sonar system 
and the on-board diving team 
which can work to depths of 
up to 80 metres, the ship was 
unable to locate the mine. 

Brocklesby also took part 
in a search and rescue opera¬ 
tion in the North Sea involv¬ 
ing UK and Netherlands 
coastguards and lifeboats, 
and an RAF search and res¬ 
cue helicopter. 

Brocklesby looked after a 
dismasted Dutch yacht until 
relieved by the Ijmuiden 
lifeboat, which came 25 miles 
out from port in dreadful con¬ 
ditions to escort the crippled 
vessel to safety. 

Brining his first sea com¬ 
mand back to Faslane, Lt Cdr 
Phil Ireland said: “We never 
had the opportunity to 
become bored by the routine 
of fishery protection opera¬ 
tions because something 
exciting cropped up every 
week.’’ 

• HMS Brocklesby 


THE ROYAL Navy Submarine Service has officially entered its second century 
with the celebration of the ‘birthday’ of its first vessel. 


When the submarine slipped 
into the water at Barrow-in- 
Furness on October 2, 1901, 
she had no name or number. 
She became FIM S/M No 1 and 
subsequently Holland I, taking 
the name of her Irish- 
Arncrican designer, John 
Phillip Holland. 

Built in great secrecy - with help 
from the American Electric Boat 
Company, which had incorporated 
Holland’s small business - Holland 
I and two of her four sisters were 
laid down by Vickers in February, 
1901, with the prime intention of 
allowing the Admiralty to find 
ways of countering their threat. 

But within three years. Admiral 
Jackie Fisher was championing 
their cause, predicting a coming 
revolution. 

And by the start of World War I 
the development of submarines 
had moved on from the 120-ton 
petrol-driven Hollands to versatile 
and effective diesel-powered 800- 
ton E-boats, with a 1,500-milc 
range compared to Holland I, 
which could just about make it 
around the Solent. 

Holland I never saw action, as 
she was obsolete by the time hostil¬ 
ities opened. 

She was sold for scrap in 1913, 
but a stroke of good fortune meant 
she sank while being towed to the 
breaker’s yard in Wales. She lay in 
the Channel, off the Eddystone 
lighthouse, until the early 1980s, 
when she was found by a 
minesweeper and raised. 

The fruits of a lengthy conserva¬ 
tion project can now he seen at the 
Royal Navy Submarine Museum in 
Gosport, where Holland 1 takes 


ride of place in a new purposc- 
uilt viewing gallery. 

Guests who gathered at the 
museum to celebrate the birthday 
saw a presentation of a cheque for 
£10,000, raised by First Day Covers 
produced by Internet Stamps. 

The museum is now in the final 
stages of fund-raising for its devel¬ 
opment programme, and although 
the target of £1.5 million is close. 


donations and sponsorship are still 
actively sought. The museum can 
be contacted on 023 9251 0354, or 
see the website at www.rnsub- 
mus.co.uk 

□ 250 members of the 

Submariners Association marched 
through Gosport with the Royal 
Marines Band to lay un their old 
standard and dedicate tnc new one 
at Holy Trinity Church. 


first century 


for submarine 
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Stamps cheque 


Frigate calls 
long distance 
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Shi ns of the Roval Naw No 552 





New ship - or rebuild? 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 61 


The Maritime Sale 

i 6 January 2002 
New Bond Street, London 


A regatta off New Brighton in the River Mersey, by Robert Salmon 
Signed and dated 1 X 45 , oil on board, 42 x 61 cm 
Estimate: £ 30 , 000 - 50,000 

This auction will cover all aspects of maritime art and antiques, including pictures, 
models, instruments, ephemera and fine examples of mariners’ craftsmanship. 

Closing date for entries 16 November 2001. 

For expert advice or a free confidential valuation with a view to selling through Phillips, 
please contact Biba Woodall on 020 7468 8221 
biba.woodalKajphillips-auctions.com 

Phillips, de Pury & Luxembourg 
101 New Bond Street, London wis isr 
Fax: 020 7629 8876 
phillips-auctions.com 

PHILLIPS 

AUCTIONEERS 


Hunting Percival Sea Prince 


THE NAVY was the first Service to see the 
military usefulness of the post-war 
Percival Prince civil airliner and execu¬ 
tive transport. 

Dubbed the Sea Prince by the Fleet Air Arm, 
the first four military versions entered service 
in 1951 and were designated C Mk Is. Two were 
used for special communications duties, one 
as a VIP transport for Flag Officer Air, and one 
by the Naval staff on the Joint Services 
Mission to Washington. 

The same year, the Sea Prince T Mk I was 
introduced as a flying classroom for observers 
being trained in radar and anti-submarine war¬ 
fare techniques. Forty-two were delivered and 
operated by 750 Naval Air Squadron at RN air 
station Culdrose and by 781 Squadron at 


RNAS Lossiemouth. 

The trainer differed from the C Mk I in having 
a longer nose to house radar equipment, 
longer undercarriage legs and longer engine 
nacelles. 

Three Sea Princes were C Mk 2s - a com¬ 
munications version of the trainer - which 
entered service in 1953, a few months after the 
first flight of the Percival Pembroke, the RAF’s 
name for the aircraft. 

After over 25 years service, the last Sea 
Prince was retired in 1979, by which time the 
type had been replaced by the BAe Jetstream. 

The Hunting Percival Sea Prince was pow¬ 
ered by two 550hp Alvis Leonides 125 engines 
giving a maximum speed of 223mph, a climb 
rate of 1,400ft a minute, a range of 400 nautical 
miles and a service ceiling of 22,000ft. 


back in the 


Nottingham 


NOTTINGHAM has a 
strong claim to being the 
most advanced air defence 
ship in Europe. 

The Type 4z destroyer under¬ 
went an 18-month multi-million 
pound refit at Devonport, car¬ 
ried out by DML, and complet¬ 
ed at the end of 2<XH). 

As part of the work the ship’s 
command system, as well as her sen¬ 
sors and weapons systems, were 
upgraded. 

The turn of last year saw her 
undertaking an extensive period of 
sea trials, often struggling against 
heavy seas and gales off Scotland 
and Ireland as her equipment - and 
ship’s company of more than 250 - 
were put through their paces. 

She rededicatcd in February in 
Portsmouth, after which she under¬ 
took a High Seas Firing of her prin¬ 
cipal weapon system, the surface-to- 
air BAE Sea Dart missile. 

More sea training was interrupted 
by a welcome break - a visit by mem¬ 
bers of the ship’s company to the 
City of Nottingham, where they 
exercised their rights as Freemen of 
the City. 

The destroyer then joined a 
NATO exercise off the coast of 
Scotland, which helped bring her to 


a peak of condition in time for 
Exercise Argonaut 2001, and 
Exercise Saif Sarcca, on which she is 
currently engaged off Oman. 

Traditionally, the destroyer is the 
Royal Navy’s principal air defence 
ship, protecting itself and other ships 
in a task group from enemy aircraft 
and missiles. 

Originally designed to counter 
small, fast torpedo boats around a 
century ago, the torpedo-boat 
destroyer’ gradually evolved into the 
anti-aircraft ship of today - although 
that is only part of its capabilities. 

Each lype 42 has a Lynx heli¬ 
copter. which can carry Sea Skua 
anti-ship missiles. Stingray torpe¬ 
does or depth charges, giving the 
ship the weapons to strike at other 
surface units or submarines, while its 
4.5in gun also allows her to carry out 
shore bombardment. 

Powered by two pairs of Rolls- 
Royce gas turbine engines, 
Nottingham can cruise at a steady 
and economical 18 knots on the 
Tynes, or accelerate to almost 30 
knots on the two Olympus engines - 
marine versions of Concorde’s 
power plants. 


• Type 42 destroyer HMS Nottingham 


Facts and 
figures 


Class: Type 42 destroyer 
Pennant number: D91 
Builder: Vosper Thornycroft, 
Woolston 

Launched: February 18,1980 
Commissioned: April 14. 
1983 

Displacement: 4,100 tons, 
fully loaded 
Length: 125 metres 
Beam: 14.3 metres 
Draught: 5.8 metres 
Speed: 29 knots 
Complement: 253 (24 offi¬ 
cers) 

Main machinery: COGOG 
(Combined Gas turbine Or 
Gas turbine): 2 Rolls-Royce 
Olympus and 2 Rolls-Royce 
Tyne engines; 2 shafts; con¬ 
trollable pitch propellers 
Weapons: BAE Sea Dart 
surface-to-air missiles; one 
Vickers 4.5in gun; four 
20mm guns; Vulcan Phalanx 
close-in weapon system; fit¬ 
ted for but not with triple tor¬ 
pedo tubes; aircraft can 
launch depth charges. 
Stingray torpedoes or Sea 
Skua anti-ship missiles 
Sensors: Marconi/Signaal 
Type 1022 air search radar; 
Plessey Type 996 air/surface 
search radar; Kelvin Hughes 
Type 1007 and Racal Decca 
Type 1008 navigation radar, 
also hull-mounted sonar 
Aircraft: One Westland Lynx 
helicopter 


BATTLE 

HONOURS 


Gibraltar.1704 

Velez Malaga.1704 

Marbella.1705 

Finisterre I and II.1747 

Magnanime .1748 

Louisburg.1758 

Havana.1762 

Martinique.1762 

Heligoland.1914 

Dogger Bank.1915 

Jutland.1916 


THE FIVE Nottinghams to date 
have been a mixed bunch, from 
18th century 6 th rate to 20 th cen¬ 
tury second class cruiser. 

The first was a 4th rate of 60 
guns, built in 1703 and rebuilt 
twice, in 1719 and 1745, gaining 
tonnage each time - there is some 
dispute over whether the 1745 
rebuild, which rc-uscd much of the 
timber, constituted a new shin, and 
some records consequently snow a 
total of six Nottinghams. 

This first (or first and second) 
Nottingham won eight Battle 
Honours, including a single ship 
action in 1748, and ended ner days 


in 1773 as a breakwater in 
Shcerncss. 

The second was the Nottingham 
Prize, a 6 th rate of four guns, cap¬ 
tured in 1704 and suffering the 
same fate as her earlier namesake. 

The third was a modest gunves- 
sel, a former barge bought in 1794 
and carrying three guns. She was 
sold in 1800. 

The fourth Nottingham was a 
second-class cruiser of 5,440 tons, 
built at Pembroke Dock in 1913. 

She saw action at Heligoland, 
Dogger Bank and Jutland before 
she was sunk by U52 with the loss 
of 38 lives. 
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Danger in 
medals 

YOUR correspondent G. E. 
Maything (September issue) is in 
error when he apparently states 
that no medal was issued for the 
Sue/ crisis. All those who took 
part in the landings (as l did at the 
age of 17) were eligible for the 
NGSM with Near East clasp. 

There is a great danger in the 
issuing of medals for simply being 
in the" Service during a particular 
period of time (i.e. the Cold war). 
From there it is a short step to 
issuing medals for everything 
from basic training to serving at 
sea and they become window 
dressing rather than recognition 
of service in an area of real 
conflict 

I was in Singapore during the 
Confrontation "in the l%()s but 
have never considered that I 
merited a medal for it. Those who 
were in danger of being shot at 
did. - M. Clarke, Bristol. 

I HAD the honour of serving in 
I IMS Eagle during the period 
when she was engaged in the Suez 
action of 1956, as the ship’s Air 
Electrical Workshops Officer. 
Resulting from that action, all 
those participating were awarded 
the General Service Medal (1915) 
with bar endorsed Suez’ which I 
am proud to wear as occasion 
demands. - Lt Cdr D. A. Jones, 
Shandon, Helensburgh. 

Here be 
no dragon 

I VISITED Portsmouth for the 
International Festival of the Sea 
and while I was most impressed 
with the whole exhibition, I saw 
plenty of Union Flags, the crosses 
of St George and St Andrew - but 
not a single dragon of Wales. 

Surely we Welsh people arc 
part of this United Kingdom? We 
serve this union loyally, and the 
Armed Forces in particular. 

I fully realise we were through 
a deliberate omission in 1707 not 
included as part of the Union 
Flag. Perhaps we can console 
ourselves with the fact that the 
Spanish Armada was beaten by 
ships flying the Tudor (Welsh) 
colours. - A. Teague, Haywards 
Heath. 
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When I saw the bulletins on the 
TV news I felt really grieved for 
the people who had accepted us 
during the war who seemed so 
happy in their own environment. 
Let us hope that in the near future 
that peace which thev certainly 
deserve will return. - R. Higham, 
Calvcrton, Notts. 

SEEING your pictures of 
Freetown takes me back to April 6, 
1942 when I First set eyes on the 
place. The beach scene was, of 
course. Lumley Beach, a most 
beautiful silver sand beach though 
we mostly dispensed with 
swimming trunks in those days. 

At Freetown I joined HMS 
Vindictive, a repair ship converted 
from a cruiser, and remained in 
her until December 1943 when I 
left her at Bizcrta to take a 
commission course. 

Freetown I found a most 
interesting place. I was disturbed 


Submarines resurface in memory 


THE PICTURE of HMS Clyde 
in the centenary supplement 
brought back memories of 
when HMS Avonvale tried to 
sink her in the Atlantic. 

I was the bunting tosser 
on duty when we were 
patrolling off the coast 
of Spain/Portugal and 
the lookout shouted 
’Submarine dead ahead! 


Action Stations! Captain to 
the bridge! Make the 
challenge!” 

The signalman was 
flashing away on the lOin 
lamp. No reply. 

“Submarine submerging! 
Open fire!” 

A lucky shot hit the top of 
the conning tower. We made 
full speed ahead, depth 


charges were fired, there 
was no Asdic echo - and 
then HMS Clyde surfaced 
well away on our stern and 
made identity. No casualties 
- only red faces of guilt. - K. 
W. Holder, Dromfield, 
Derbyshire. 

THE P51 submarine HMS 
Unseen was mistakenly 


named Untiring in the 
picture of her loading shells. 
I served in her as Asdic and 
radar operator, and also as 
sight setter on the 3in quick 
firing drop breech gun. The 
rating standing by the gun 
facing the camera is the 
gunlayer, Ted Weekes. - P. 
J. Parry, St Clears, Car¬ 
marthenshire. 


DELIGHTED to see Osiris on 
the front page of Part III of 
the Submarine Service 
history (September issue). 

I served in her for her 
second visit to the 
Mediterranean, from March 
1941 to November 1943. In 
this picture we are at Beirut 
in June 1943. Our depot ship 
HMS Medway had been 
torpedoed and sunk and we 
finished up in former French 
cavalry barracks there. We 
had troubles with bilge leaks 
off Greece and had to run 
our engines to ruin and were 
helped into Alex by two 
destroyers. 

We did a lengthy self-refit 
at Port Said and later moved 
to Mombasa to cover any 
Jap ships coming round 
India. 

More bilge leaks, and we 
left Osiris on the dockyard 
wall. A local scrap firm 
demolished her a few years 
after the war. - Ken 
Chapman, Wakefield, Yorks. 

• HMS Osiris at Beirut, 
June 1943. 


No. 568 48th year 

Editorial & Business address: 

Leviathan Block, 

HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 
Hants, POI 3HH 

Editor: Jim Allaway 
Deputy Editor: Anton Hanney 
Assistant Editor: 

Mike Gray 

Business Manager: Glen Gould 


Editorial Lines... 

Telephone: 023 9229 4228 
Telephone: 023 9272 4163 

(Mil 24163) 

Telephone: 023 9272 4194 

(Mil 24194) 

Fax: 023 9283 8845 
email: edit@navynews.co.uk 

Business Lines... 

Switchboard: 023 9282 6040 
Subs & Accounts: 023 9282 6040 
Distribution: 023 9272 5136 
Adv: 023 9272 5062/9282 6040 
Fax: 023 9283 0149 
email: enquiries@navynews.co.uk 

web: www.navynews.co.uk 


REGARDING The Time of Your Lives’ (August issue) HMS 
Meon was the headquarters ship of the Amphibious Warfare- 
Squadron during the Kuwait crisis of 1%1. At this time the Iraqi 
Air Force was flving RAF Hawker Hunter jets! 


Happier days 
recalled in 
wartime 
Sierra Leone 

I WAS very impressed to read of the sterling work being carried out by the Navy and the 
Royal Marines in Sierra Leone and I was not surprised that they were on good terms with 
the Guinean forces there, too. 


1 was stationed at HMS 
Spurwing in 1942-44 and never 
met with any trouble with the 
locals. 


by the condition of the people, but 
they seemed content and got on 
well with the Navy. We even had 


quite a large number on hoard to 
help with shipboard work. - P. F. 
Collins, Bolton. 


Meon was the first RN ship to 
spend a full summer in the Gulf. 
Tlie air conditioning on hoard was 
pitilully poor. Each time the ship 
rolled at sea the After Seamen s 
Mess Deck was awash with water 
from the open collection tank of 
the system. 

During July I and many others 
spent time in Kuwait hospital due 
to dehydration. The ship s drinking 
water was brackish and the 
showers, when turned on at 16(H), 
only produced steam and boiling 
water, no cold. - D. M. Hickling, 
Bishops Stortford, Herts. 

YOUR item on the Kuwait 
emergency of 40 years ago (August 
issue) fails to mention that the 
Amphibious Warfare Squadron, 
including three LSTs and four 
LCTs, Bastion, Parapet. Rampart 
and Redoubt, with Woodbridge 
Haven as HO ship, was already on 
the spot. 

On the day that the threat was 
made public we sailed at 04(H) from 
Bahrain for Kuwait, having loaded 
tanks the previous evening, and 
for the next few weeks operated a 
regular service of supply.We had 
made a visit some eight weeks 
previously to review' tank landing 
sites and cargo handling facilities - 
coincidentally? A few days before 
the emergency two Merchant Navy 
ferry LSTs had arrived in Bahrain 
with a large number of additional 


tanks. - J. Wilson. Burnham on 
Sea. Somerset. 

Another 

broadside 

IN The Time of Your Lives’ 
(October issue) you report that in 
19S1 HMS London fired the 
Royal Navy’s last broadside. 

Though the story would have 
been correct when originally 
published in 1981. in the 
following year HMS Tartar, 
Gurkha and Zulu were brought 
out of retirement to fill the places 
left while ships patrolled in the 
South Atlantic. 

For nearly two years they took 
part in many exercises around 
Europe and carried out 
Guardship duties at Gibraltar 
and in the West Indies. 

By the Spring of 1984, 
however, they were finally paid 
off. As a parting gesture, Zulu 
(Cdr S. Taylor) fired ‘‘the last” 
gunnery broadside, covered by 
the cameras of the BBC, on her 
last day at sea. 

This was, additionally, a more 
traditional form of broadside, 
being fired from fore and aft. 
Greetings to all ex-Zulus. - G. 
Chalcraft, Sturminster Newton, 
Dorset. 


Turning up 
the heat in 
Kuwait, 40 
years ago 
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IN THE June issue of Navy News an article on 
ships’ cats, dogs etc reminded me of a passenger 
in HMS Kent on her trip home from China in 1936. 

A cutting from the Daily Mirror reads: “After 
travelling half way round the world a Chinese tiger 
arrived in HMS Kent which berthed at Chatham 
Dockyard yesterday at the end of a 2i/2 year com¬ 
mission on the China Station. 

“The tiger, six months old and nick-named ‘Tiger 
Tim’ by the crew is destined for the London Zoo 
which has no other specimen of its kind. 

“Capt I. B. B. Towers, in command of the Kent, 
stated that he had brought the tiger from the 
British Consulate at Amoy. For three months it 
was reared on the bottle by Mrs Wilding, wife of 
the Chief Customs Officer at Amoy, and Mrs 
Martin, wife of the British Consul. 

“Throughout the voyage it romped on the quar¬ 
ter-deck with the officers, and Leading Seaman 
Hollis acted as keeper.” 

The officer in the photograph is Cdr T. A. C. 
Pakenham. - G. G. Wright. Mt Maunganui, New 
Zealand. 


Bottle fed 
tiger was 
just a big 
pussycat 



High tempo 
sweepers 
at Grimsby 

FOLLOWING the remark by the Second Sea Lord “For the 
majority of our people, the operational tempo of the Navy is high¬ 
er than it was in the middle of World War IF’ (September issue) 
mav I submit the following statement by the Captain in Charge 
Grimsby in 1946? 


Where’s 
the Ark? 

YOUR reproduction of the 
Volkischer Beobachter 
showing a German depic¬ 
tion of HMS Ark Royal 
sinking (September issue) 
reminds me of how the 
ship’s company used to 
listen (as many of us did 
in wartime) to the taunt¬ 
ing voice of Lord Haw- 
Haw during his “Germany 
Calling” broadcasts. 

The Germans were 
convinced they had sunk 
the Ark and Lord Haw- 
Haw repeatedly asked, 
day after day, “Where is 
the Ark Royal?” 

The resounding answer 
“She’s here, you bastard!” 
used to echo around all 
the mess decks. - R. 
Johnson Burnley, Lancs. 

I ENCLOSE a photo of 
the actual sinking of the 
Ark in the Mediterranean 
off Gibraltar. The destroy¬ 
er going alongside to take 
off some of the crew is 
HMS Legion, in which I 
was serving at the time. - 
A. D. Snellings, Whitstable, 


“The work of mine clearing in 
the area is now complete, the 
sweepers based locally have cov¬ 
ered a total distance of 13,200 
square miles. 

“The peak year for enemy 
attack on the Humber was 1941, 
when the enemy aircraft sustained 
attacks throughout the year and 
dropped no fewer than 750 mines 
in tnc river approaches. 

“In spite of these sustained 
attacks by the enemy, 9 million 
tons of shipping entered and left 
the river during the year without a 
single casually. 

“In 1942 the enemy moved 
their attacks to other channels, 
that is from Flamborough Head 
to Cromer, using E-boats as well 
as aircraft and fitting more 
Diabolical Devices, but during 
this period a total of 36 million 
tons of shipping passed up and 
down the coastal channels in safe¬ 
ty . . .” - J. S. Paterson, 

(jrimsby. 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent's name 
and address, not necessar¬ 
ily for publication, email 
correspondents are also 
requested to provide this 
information. 








SEWILLS IN ASSOCIATION WITH HMS ARK ROYAL PR000LY PRESENTS 


2 YEAR GUARANTEE 


7 DAY MONEY 
BACK WARRANTY 


HMS Ark Royal WWII relied upon 
Chronometer 39409 for precision navigation 


ONLY AVAILABLE FROM SEWILLS 
YOU nef:d SEND NO MONEY NOW 


To reserve your Ark Royal Admirals Deskpiece 


I wish to reserve my Ark Royal Admirals Deskpiece. 

I understand that I need send no money now and that 
I will be invoiced tor £150 on acceptance of my order. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY (+£5 Packing Insurance & Delivery) 
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Est'd lHOOad *11 

Sewiw 


Die Admiral's Deskpiece 

24 ct Gold Plated 


■£ IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 


Deskpiece in 
presentation 
case. 


This stunning hexagonal deskpiece 
will make a feature of any desktop. 

A unique and functional 
accoutrement whether for yourself 
or as a special presentation gift. 

vs# 

The classic white dial features 
Roman numerals and baton hands. 
v*ir 

Precision quartz movement in 
ships gimbal rings mounting. 

24ct gold plated with 
bevelled crystal glass cover. 

Reassuringly heavy Solid Brass 
quality construction. 

\Kr 

Velvet presentation case with silk lining. 

FREE brass plate 

suitable for engraving a 
presentation messoge 


CALL SEWILLS DIRECT ON 


M r/M rs/Ms/Miss 


08707 522444 M 
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Sewills, PO Box 82, Liverpool L20 1YW. 
visrrouRWHB site at : www.sewills.com 
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for any reason and have full rcftind or replacement [nNADI H)1 1 


tin £150 





























































\( NEWS, November 21H] 1 


wwH f jtavvnewsx0Aik 


Options 


loyal Navy and Royal Marines go through their paces in 



• A Land Rover goes ashore from Landing Craft 
Foxtrot 3, of HMB Fearless, on an Omani beach 
during Saif Sareea. 


||MM| 
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Roll call of units 
involved in Oman 


• HMS Fearless pictured at dawn off Oman during Exercise Saif Sareea . 


THE ships involved in 
Exercise Argonaut 2001, of 
which Exercise Saif Sareea 
is a major component, are 
split into three groups. 

The Carrier Task Group is 
headed by carrier HMS 
Illustrious, who has the 
Commander of UK Maritime 
Forces, Rear Admiral James 
Bumell-Nugent, embarked. 

With Illustrious are Type 22 
frigate HMS Cornwall, Type 23 
frigates HM ships Kent. 
Marlborough and Monmouth. 
Type 42 destroyers HM ships 
Nottingham and Southampton, 
and tanker RFA Bayleat. 

Illustrious has Fleet Air Arm 
FA2 Sea Harriers and RAF GR7 
Harriers on board. 

The Amphibious Group is led 


by assault ship HMS Fearless, 
and also features helicopter 
carrier HMS Ocean, RFA land* 
tng ships Sir Tristram, Sir 
Bedivere, Sir Percivale and Sir 
Galahad, stores ships RFA Fort 
Rosalie and Fort Austin, and 
tanker RFA OaMeaf. 

With this group are 3 
Commando Brigade, including 
Headquarters, 40 Cdo RM. 45 
Cdo RM, Cdo Logistics Regt, 
and the Cdo Helicopter Force. 

The third element of the mar¬ 
itime force is the mrnehunter 
group, for which RFA Diligence 
is acting as mothership - 
Sandown-class minehunters 
HM ships Inverness and 
Walney and Hunt-class ships 
HMS Cattistock and HMS 
Quern. Coastal survey vessel 
HMS Roebuck is also involved. 


Heat fails 


to 


The upper gun decks were 
manned throughout I he Sue/ tran¬ 
sit and the passage ihrough the 
Straits of Bab-al-Mandch at the 
southern end of the Red Sea, 

But most sympathy rested with 
the marine engineers, who worked 
in the main engine rooms in tem¬ 
peratures of 45 degrees C. 

J tigh sea surface temperatures 
made cooling machinery difficult, 
and I he 37-venr-old ship's air con¬ 
ditioning sometimes struggled to 
keep living conditions comfort¬ 
able. 

Sales of drinks on hoard have 
rocketed in the heat - the NAAFI 
has sold 45,000 cans of ‘goffa* and 
6,000 hollies of water in four 
weeks. 

The Operational Welfare 
Package (see last month's Navy 
News) has proved popular, with 
telephone calls used to allay fears 
of families hack home, and the free 
laundry has become a very wel¬ 
come addition to conditions of ser¬ 
vice. 

The ship's laundry reports that 
during September 75.000 articles 
of clothing were washed, with 
£1.200 of washing powder used. 

Fearless has continued to 
impress with her ability to 
cope with everything that 
has been thrown at her - 
and the ship's company am 
showing the same resolve in 
situations which at times 
appear bizarre. 

For example, during the recent 
defence watch transit, the marine 
engineers were dripping with 
sweat, the gunners were baking in 
the heat of the upper deck. Royal 
Marines were exercising on the 
vehicle deck, while the Hand of the 
Royal Marines. Plymouth, prac¬ 
tised YeUow Submarine in the 
Junior Rates Dining Hall. 

En route to the Middle East 
Fearless and elements of her task 
group conducted a number of port 
visits, including Cadi/, Lisboa, 
Cartagena and Malaga. 

1 : ca r less, he I icopte r car rie r 
HMS Ocean and the accompany¬ 
ing Landing Ships Logistic, RFAs 
Sir Bedivere, Sir Galahad and Sir 
Tristram, have just under 1,500 
Royal Marines from 3 Commando 
Brigade divided between them. 

Also with the group arc supply 
ship RFA Fort Rosalie and tanker 
RFA Oakleaf. 


VETERAN assault ship 
HMS Fearless is continuing 
to play a leading role as 
flagship of the Amphibious 
Task Group for Exercise 
Saif Sareea in Oman. 

Fearless underwent a seven- 
day maintenance period in 
Turkey prior to transitting the 
Suez Canal, giving the ship's 
company a chance to recharge 
batteries before the exertions 
ahead. 

The warship left M arm am with 
her boilers given a dean hill of 
health, and around 2.000 sailors 
and Royal Marines can recom¬ 
mend the city, as they were well- 
entertained and left with no trou¬ 
ble in their wake. 

Having worked up off the 
Cornish coast in August and the 
Turkish coast in September, the 
troops on board Fearless have 
been gradually acclimatising them¬ 
selves For the exercise assault in 
Oman, 


• Royal Marines from 40 Commando go into a huddle as the 
Royal Navy Sea King helicopter that flew them in takes off . The 
Royals were taking part in manoeuvres during Exercise Saif 
Sareea in and around Oman. 


Fearless 


blunt 
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tough exercises in the desert and off the coast of Oman 





• Above: The ground crew of 849 8 Flight work on the rotor head 
of one of their aircraft on board HMS Illustrious as an aircraft 
from 820 NAS takes off behind, 

• Left: Turkish marines man the sides of a Royal Marines hover - 
craft as it comes in to land during joint training in the 
Mediterranean. 


• HMS Fearless is pictured from carrier HMS Illustrious, Accompanying the assault Ship are 
destroyer HMS Nottingham (centre) and frigate HMS Marlborough y 

Auxiliaries are heavily 
committed to wargames 


MORE than half the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary flotilla is 
involved in some way in the 
exercises off Oman. 

Ten of the 24 ships thai make up 
the maritime element of Saif 
Sareea are civilian'manned REAs. 
while a further two are actively 
inv<lived in support of the exercise. 

The four landing ship, REAs Sir 
Bedivcre, Sir Galahad, Sir 
Pc re i vale and Sir Tristram, carried 
the Royal Mari ties of 3 Commando 
Brigade and their vehicles and 
equipment, much of which is cur¬ 
rent ty off-loaded on to the beaches 
and into the Omani desert, where 
the Brigade is now operating. 

The supply ships, RFAs Fort 
Austin and Fort Rosalie* support 
the ships at sea in the Group, and 
also the Royals ashore, enabling 


them to continue to operate in the 
environmentally-host ilc desert. 

Continuous supplies of water, 
food, stores, spares, fuel and 
ammunition are ferried in by heli¬ 
copter and landing craft to sustain 
the troops ashore. 

Both of these Fort-class ships 
have large flight deck and aviation 
facilities, and can embark and 
operate four Sea King helicopters. 

In the Carrier Group, led by 
HMS Illustrious, the 32,000-tonnc 
RFA Fort Victoria provides fuel, 
food and stores. This large “one- 
stop* 1 ship is a combined Fleet 
Suppm Tanker and supply ship. 

Sne also has extensive aviation 
support facilities and currently has 
embarked five unti-suhmarine Sea 
Kings of 821) Naval Air Squadron. 

Acting as “mother” for the four 


RN mine countermeasures vessels 
(MCMVs) in the exercise, provid¬ 
ing stores, fuel, food, engineering 
and repair facilities, is the Forward 
Repair Ship RFA Diligence. 

The RFA ship has also been 
called upon to provide support for 
the RN nuclear submarines during 
the exercise. 

Finally, the RFA T s two Strategic 
Heavy Lift ships, RFAs Sea 
Centurion and Sea Crusader, have 
been heavily involved in moving 
masses of Army equipment and 
vehicles (including Challenger 2 
tanks) from UK and Germany out 
to Oman. 

On completion of the Exercise, 
they will be tasked with hringing it 
all hack home. 

The Support Tanker RFA 
Bay leaf is permanently stationed in 
the Gulf area as Arahian Gulf 
Ready Tanker, and she too is par¬ 
ticipating in Saif Sarcea. 


WITH TEMPERATURES 
ranging from 30-50 degrees 
C, acclimatisation has been 
a priority and a challenge 
for Royal Marines of 45 
Commando in recent 
weeks. 

On arrival at their base in 
Oman the Arbroath comman¬ 
dos were put to work during 
the coolest parts of the day, ini¬ 
tially to erect a ‘tented village'- 
whtch has been named Condor 
Sands. 

The tentage and stores are pro¬ 
vided hy the Expeditionary Camp 
Infrastructure (ECI) package, 
which is pre-packed in containers 
readily available for deployment 
on expeditionary operations and 
exercises. 

In true Royal Marine style, the 
camp was built within days of 
arrival; shelter, water, rations, toi¬ 
lets and even improvised showers 
were all ready at hand. 

The training started in earnest 
with the Royals receiving all the 
mandatory desert lectures on sur¬ 
vival, navigation, weapon and 
equipment care and, of course, tac¬ 
tics employed in this environment. 

With this initial phase complet¬ 
ed, 45 Commando embarked on to 
the amphibious warships, princi¬ 
pally HMS Fearless and HMS 
Ocean, to conduct a period of 
amphibious training. 

This package comprised surface 
drills, which involved the embark¬ 
ing and disembarking from landing 
craft from both ship and shore, and 
helicopters drills for troop move¬ 
ment from ship to ship and from 
ship to shore. 

It was an opportunity for the 


commandos to hone their basic 
core amphibious skills. 

This short package was conclud¬ 
ed with a ship*tO~shore raid using 
both landing craft and helicopters 
of HMS Ocean and HMS Fearless 
to effect a co-ordinated assault 
onto an objective ashore. 

The mission was a great success 
and a fitting climax to the training 
period. 

Fully acclimatised and with the 
appropriate skills required for the 
Exercise, the Royals conducted a 
comprehensive live-firing package. 

With safety always a prime con¬ 
sideration, safety supervisors fol¬ 
lowed the commandos through the 
challenging ranges, 

A variety of weapons were used 
- 5,56 mm rifle (SAKO). FSW the 
general purpose machine gun 
(GPMG), the 0.5 inch heavy 
machine gun (HMG) and sniper 
rifles. 

Firing at multiple targets, 
whether in the open, in trenches or 


bunker positions, it was an ideal 
opportunity to test fire all these 
weapons in unison, which has not 
been possible back in the UK, 

It proved both valuable and 
enjoyable, if also hard work. 

The heal remains the main 
enemy during any training period 
and full consideration of the condi¬ 
tions is made before the troops 
begin any strenuous training. 

The focus then turned to a unit- 
level exercise, followed by a 
Brigade-sized amphibious test 
before the main eight-day exercise 
with the Royal Army of Oman, 
The Commanding Officer of 45 
Commando, Lt Col Tim Chicken, 
said. So far the deployment has 
gone according to plan, 

"The conditions arc harsh, hut 
once again the logistic element of 
the unit have excelled themselves hy 
providing a sound camp infrastruc¬ 
ture - a camp which we have affec¬ 
tionately named Condor Sands, 
after our home base RM Condor.” 


# A Royal Marine sentry keeps guard as helicopter carrier HMS 
Ocean goes through the Suez Canal. 


Falcon tags along 

MINEHUNTER HMS Inverness picked up an extra pas¬ 
senger as the ship made her way through the Red Sea, 
The bird of prey (pictured above) settled on the ship 
and tucked into a slap-up meal as she cruised south, 

A quick dash for a camera resulted in the picture and 
and a question for Navy News - what type of bird is il? 

The query was passed on to the RSPB website edi¬ 
tor, Chris Harbardt whose swift reply was that it is a 
female kestrel (Fafco tinnunculus), and although it 
lives in the area it could have been a tired migrant. 

• Left: A Royal Marines landing craft coxswain from 
HMS Fearless gets a soaking during boat drills white 
training with the Amphibious Task Group off Turkey, 
en route to the Middle East. 


More news from the Middle East - Pago 28 


Settling in to 


Condor Sands 
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Award is gifted to 
MOD salvage team 


programme 


of the visiting scholars in the H. 
Burr Steinhach programme, 
which attracts the creme dc la 
creme of academic minds to 
Massachussctts. 

Lt Cdr Rogers was studying part- 
time at the University of Wales 
Cardiff for a PhD when his daughter 
Charlotte became friends with 
Emma Reeder on a flight to Boston 
in 1999. 

It turned out Emma’s father Ben 
was in the US Navy, and also study¬ 
ing for a PhD looking at bioacoustic 
scattering models. 

Roland alerted Ben to a confer¬ 
ence at the Southampton Oceano¬ 
graphy Centre this Easter, and when 
the Reeder family flew over and 
stayed with the Rogers family in 
Gosport, the men discussed their 
studies. 

As a result. Ben submitted the 
Royal Navy man’s name for the visit¬ 
ing scholars programme, and when 
the students voted on the candidates 
Roland was successful. 

He delivered three talks on his 
subject matter - achieving a balance 
between operational capability and 
environmental compliance using 
sonar as a case study. 

Roland is to retire from the Navy 
next year. 


• Rick Parfitt of Status Quo and his 12-year-old son Harry take a look around the bridge of HMS 
Ark Royal. The rock star won the trip to sea in the carrier in a raffle for King George’s Fund for 
Sailors. With the guests is LOM Nigel Parkinson. Picture pckphot) Dave Coombs (hms a* Royal) 


A ROYAL Navy officer has 
been afforded the rare hon¬ 
our of being invited to 
address students at the pres¬ 
tigious Woods Hole Oceano¬ 
graphic Institute in the USA. 

Lt Cdr Roland Rogers, cur¬ 
rently Military Advisor to 
OinetiO Winfrith in the Sound 
Concepts Department, was one 
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A CHERISHED medal given to a 
former MOD Chief Salvage 
Officer has been presented to his 
former colleagues on his death. 

Ferris Morton, who was award¬ 
ed the OBE in 1995. led the 
MOD’s salvage team that raised 
the sunken Argentinian subma¬ 
rine Santa Fe from Grytviken har¬ 
bour in South Georgia. 

The gifting of an award such as 
an OBE to an organisation is rare, 
but it was one of Mr Morton’s 
final wishes - he had always insist¬ 
ed that the award was given for 


team effort, regarding himself as 
the custodian of the medal. 

The recovery of the Santa Fc 
was Mr Morton’s final opera¬ 
tional task, and was vital to the 
safety of Grytviken. 

The task was made more diffi¬ 
cult hy the presence of high explo¬ 
sives on hoard, the location’s 
remoteness and the notoriously 
unpredictable weather. 

The submarine, sunk during 
the Falklands War, was subse¬ 
quently moved and sunk in deep 
water, clear of the islands. 
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• CPO David Southwell 


Medal is 
presented 
on final day 

NAVY diver David Southwell’s 
last day in the Service was that lit¬ 
tle bit more memorable when he 
was presented with his 
Meritorious Service Medal mark¬ 
ing 33 years of unblemished work. 

CPO Southwell’s career, which 
has covered every aspect of clear 
ance diving, bomb disposal and 
underwater engineering, has con¬ 
stantly put him in dangerous situ¬ 
ations, perhaps none more so than 
when, as a 12>(D) during the 
Falklands, he was responsible for 
removing an uncxplodcd bomb, 
and broken warheads, from the 
Scacat magazine of HMS 
Argonaut. 

He had to ensure sudden move¬ 
ments did not jar the bomb in a 
compartment which was dark, oils 
and full of hazards - for which lu 
received a commendation. 

More recently, while serving at 
the clearance diving unit at Clyde 
Naval Base, David received a com¬ 
mendation for his involvement in 
the clearance of around 4,50(1 
British incendiary bombs from the 
coastline of Western Scotland. 
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KAY, 40. Looking for a single male 
with G.S.O.H. Box Nov I 

LADY, 33. Seeks male penfriends, 
photos please. Box Nov 2 

2 BUBBLY Auxiliary Nurses seek 
penpals with G.S.O.H. for 
friendship. Box Nov 3 

STAFF NURSE, (single). Seeks 
Officer/Marine 30 plus. For 
correspondence. Box Nov 4 

ANGIE, 40. Slim, single, attractive, 
5’ 4”. Looking for penpals 35-45. 

Box Nov 5 

QUALIFIED NURSE seeks single 
Officer, Sailors. Marines for 
penfriends. Box Nov 6 

SINGLE FEMALE Box Nov 7 

MATURE SCOTTISH woman, 
would like penpal over 40 for 
friendship. Box Nov 8 

HOT SAILOR requires cooling 
down. Any make or model. 
Box Nov 9 

FUN LOVING North East female. 
Seeks male penfriend. Write soon. 

Box Nov 10 

JAYNE, 36. auburn hair, blue eyes. 
G.S.O.H.. outgoing. Seeks penpals 

Box Nov 11 

HOST IE WITH the mostie! 35. 
W.L.T.M. male Naval Officer for 
loads of fun. Box Nov 12 

LOYAL AND LOVABLE Essex 
girl. 33. G.S.O.H., voluptuous and 
brunette. Wants male penpal age 
30+. Box Nov 13 

GENUINE LADY. V.G.S.O.H.. 
outgoing, friendly. Loves pubs, 
clubs, ears, bikes, seeks penfriends. 

Box Nov 14 

EMMA, 19. Single, shy. honest. 
Seeks Navy penpal for friendship. 
Box Nov 15 

SINGLE BLONDE. 30. 
Manchester, seeks genuine Matlols 
lot fun. friendship and more. 
S.S.O.H a must. Box Nos 16 


PERSONAL 


LAILAA(CARDIFF) 

5ft, black hair, blue eyed. 48, 
divorced, ex nurse. Own house, 
dog lover, veggie, non smoker. 
Looking for friendship to 
serious relationship. 

Box No NN004 


YVONNE, SLIM, PETITE bubbly 
blonde. Own house and car. 
30 something mother of one. 
Seeks honest, attractive, family 
orientated men with G.S.O.H. for 
fun and possible relationship. 
Photo please. Box NN005 

LINK LINE is a British Registered 
Charity committed to bringing people 
together as pen friends. Get to know 
a companion or partner, like yourself, 
before you meet Just exchange 
letters until you feel comfortable with 
your new friend 

Details: SAE; Linkline (NN), 
Box 7358, LONDON N1 5QF. 


CONTACT MAG for adults only, 
choose yourself a new friend from 
over 900 photos. APPROVAL copy 
from. MATCHMAKER (A. 10), 
Chorley, PR7 4BS. 

Or ring 01257 - 480155 (24 hours I 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted for entry 
into the Navy News Penfriend 
Column arc subjected to copy 
approval. Navy News reserves the 
right to make any amendments which 
it considers necessary or to edit copy 
which is in excess of the number of 
words paid tor 

Please note Hr can take no 
res/fonsibilin fur tin nalurt or uiun < 
of the replies received 

)uu must be over lb to advertise m 
M columit 


Medic rushed to aid 
of injured crane driver 


Padre wins 
Green Beret 

A ROYAL Navy cleric has put 
himself through the gruelling 
Royal Marines Commando 
training course so that he can 
offer support to troops in bat¬ 
tle. 

Methodist minister the Rev 
Tim Wilkinson, aged 37, won 
his coveted Green Beret by 
completing the arduous physi¬ 
cal and mental challenges of 
the six-month Royal Marines 
training course. 

It now means he can be 
deployed to offer pastoral 
care and other support behind 
the front line. He will not, 
however, use a gun in battle. 

His first duty since winning 
the beret was in Exercise Saif 
Sareea in Oman. 

Tim, who has three children 
and lives in Yorkshire, is 
based at the Commando 
Logistics Regiment at 
Chivenor in Devon, and 
trained at Lympstone. 


A NAVAL medical assistant has 
received a personal commendation 
from Commander British Forces 
Gibraltar in recognition of his 
achievements and service to the 
Rock over the past year. 

MA Wayne Waugh attended an 
accident at the Dockyard in 
Gibraltar in June 2000, when a 
dockside crane had toppled into 
the water, trapping iLs driver. 

According to the commenda¬ 
tion: “MA Waugh accompanied 
two medical officers in an inflat¬ 
able boat and rendered invaluable 
care to his patient while trapped 
and after release. 

“After the patient’s subsequent 
cardiac arrest, MA Waugh main¬ 
tained his composure and was able 
to secure an airway by performing 
a very technically demanding 
endotracheal intubation, and con¬ 
tinued to assist in the further 
attempts to resuscitate his patient. 

“Despite the resuscitation being 


ultimately unsuccessful, MA 
Waugh's contribution was sus¬ 
tained and laudable.” 

Wayne currently works at the 
Accident and Emergency unit at 
the RN Hospital in Gibraltar. 

Sea-rider couple 

THE NAVY has its first married 
sea riders. 

Husband and wife Lt Cdrs Mark 
and Pipjpa Pomeroy joined the 
Flag Officer Sea Training organi¬ 
sation from HM ships Sutherland 
and Campbeltown respectively, 
and will join ships training in the 
West Country under the auspices 
of FOST - an activity known as 
sea-riding. 

Mark, a Marine Engineer 
Officer, and Pippa. a Supply 
Officer, will instruct Royal Navy 
and foreign warships and auxil¬ 
iaries, NATO and otherwise, from 
the FOST base in Devonport. 


VIP ceremony 

A NAVAL Senior rate has been 
awarded his Long Service and 
Good Conduct Medal by the 
Governor General of Antigua and 
Barbuda, Sir James Carlisle. 

CPOMEA(EL) Kevin Smith is 
currently serving with the British 
Military Advisory Training Team 
(BMATT) as an electrical special¬ 
ist instructor to the Islands 
Coastguard and Marine Police 
Units in the Eastern Caribbean. 

Alice retires 

THE LONGEST-serving Civil 
Servant at Culdrose has retired 
after almost 40 years. 

Alice Bailey joined the Civil 
Service in 1959 at Taunton, moving 
to Culdrose in 1962. She has been 
Staff Officer (Flying Training), 
administering flying courses, since 
1976 - so there are few aircrew 
officers who have not come into 
contact with Alice over the years. 

Gifts from her colleagues 
included a solid silver dish and a 
letter opener in the shape of a 
Celtic cross made of Cornish tin. 



1 


Rowers take the plunge 


OLYMPIC gold medallists 
Matthew Pinsent and James 
Cracknell forsook boats for a 
chance to go underwater at 
the Defence Diving School. 

The two rowers were pro¬ 
nounced Fit to dive at the HMS 
Nelson medical centre, and 
headed straight to Horsea 
Island in Portsmouth Harbour, 
where they were briefed by 
the school’s Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Chris Ameye. 

The pair were given an 
underwater tour of the 
Horsea Island lake, diving to 
seven metres and seeing the 
helicopter and recompression 
chamber placed on the bot¬ 


tom for recreational divers. 

After lunch the rowers used 
historic Standard Diving 
equipment in the school’s five 
metre training tank. 

The visit was arranged 
through Abbie Turner, a phys¬ 
iotherapist at the Nelson 
medical centre, who works 
with the British rowing team. 
■ CHILDREN from West Hill 
Park School have also visited 
the school as part of the 
school’s leavers programme. 

The 24 13-year-olds and 
two teachers were briefed on 
the roles of RN divers, and 
saw diving equipment in use 
by Royal Engineers. 


• Olympic champion rower Matthew Pinsent in Standard 
Diving equipment at Horse Island. 
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Union Flag. 1601. 



White Ensign. 1664. 



Chief of Defence Staff. 1965. 

After 200 years they’ve finally been captured. 



Royal Mail Presentation Pack. 2001. 


The Royal Navy wouldn’t usually give up its flags without a fight. But on this rare occasion you can get hold of four of them 
at once. No questions asked. They all appear on the latest Royal Mail special stamps, which you can order by calling 
08457 641 641 or completing and returning the coupon. Just tell us which formats you’d prefer. And don’t forget to ask for 
information on a whole range of Royal Mail products, which celebrate 100 years of Royal Navy submarines and their crews. 


To order your Flags and Ensigns miniature sheet or request further information, please complete and return this coupon to: Royal Mail, Tallents House. FREEPOST 
SCO 5729, Edinburgh EH12 9PF. 

First Name: (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Surname: 

Address: 

Postcode: Telephone: 


Please send me the Flags and Ensigns miniature sheet: D By itself, El.08 each, total £ _ D On a postmarked First Day Cover,' £1.63 each. 

total £_ D In a Presentation Pack (pictured). £1.45 each, total £ _ D In the Prestige Stamp Book, ‘Unseen and Unheard' (commemorating 

100 years of the Royal Navy Submarine Service, and containing four Submarine special stamps), £6.76 each, total £ _ TOTAL PRICE £ _ 

D Please send me information on Royal Mail products celebrating 200 years of Royal Navy flags, ensigns and submarines. 


Payment Details: I would like to pay for my stamps by . MasterCard O Visa : Cheque made payable to Royal Mail 

_ . . I—I—|—I—I—I I I I I I I I I—I—I—I _ . _ 1 I I I I I I *Your order must reach us 

Card number i—.— L—. —i— .—i——i— J — 1 I i_ — i — i — I Expiry Date l —— i ± i before October 22 nd. 2001 



Signature Date 

D . 

CD The information you provide will be held under the Data Protection Act 1998 and will be used by Consigma pic and other businesses in its group, including 
^ Royal Mail. Parcellorce Worldwide. Post Office Ltd. Consigma (Customer Management) Limited. We may want to contact you from time to time with details 
0 of other products or services available from us. If you do not want this, tick here. □ 






The Royal Mail cruciform is a registered trademark ot Consigma pic 
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• MERLIN MILESTONE: Defence Procurement Minister Lord Bach at the rededication of 814 
Naval Air Squadron 


winds and large waves. The 
proximity of the rock to the 
high ground of treacherous, 
unfamiliar cliffs made the task 
of positioning the aircraft 
extremely difficult and required 
the absolute attention and 
direction of the whole crew. 

With only limited visual refer¬ 
ences to guide him, Lt 
Hinchcliffe maintained his 
position for 45 minutes, assist¬ 
ed throughout by Lt Hayden. In 
the rear of the aircraft Lt Milton 
concentrated on winching the 
survivors up into the aircraft 
while LACMN Hipkin, acting as 
double liftman, with little 
regard for his own safety, bat¬ 


tled with the appalling condi¬ 
tions to rescue all 12 individu¬ 
als. 

Once all the survivors had 
been recovered, Rescue 86 
returned to HMS Invincible 
where the casualties were 
handed over to medical teams. 
The crew then returned to the 
scene of the disaster and con¬ 
tinued to search for nearly 
three hours. 

By the time they returned to 
the carrier and shut down, they 
had flown for more than four 
hours after a 19-hour working 
day. 

The citation to the award 
read: “The situation faced by 


the crew of Rescue 86 that 
night was beyond anything 
they had previously experi¬ 
enced. 

“Throughout the whole mis¬ 
sion the crew displayed out¬ 
standing skill, professionalism 
and teamwork under the most 
extreme pressure. 

“With scant regard for their 
own safety, and in appalling 
conditions, they pushed them¬ 
selves to the limit in order to 
ensure the survival of the 
stranded passengers. This was 
truly a remarkable feat of avia¬ 
tion and is thoroughly deserv¬ 
ing of the Boyd Trophy.” 


T HE FIRST front line Fleet Air Arm squadron 
equipped with the new Merlin helicopter was 
created when 814 Naval Air Squadron rededi¬ 
cated at Culdrose on October 5. 


The Squadron operated 
Sea King Mk 6 helicopters 
until November last year 
and its air and ground 
crews have been training to 
operate the Merlin opera¬ 
tionally ever since. 

Defence Procurement 

Minister Lord Bach comment¬ 
ed: “The rededication of 814 
Sqn is a major milestone in 
brining this very impressive 
helicopter into front line opera¬ 
tional service. The Merlin is a 
world leader and a hugely 
capable, multi-mission aircraft. 

“It will provideb the Royal 
Navy with a powerful and flexi¬ 
ble platform that is more than 
able to meet the challenges of 
the 21st century environment 
in which it will operate." 

814 Sqn will form the anti¬ 
submarine (ASW) element of 
the Carrier Air Group of the 
newly refitted HMS Ark Royal. 
Aircraft of the squadron have 
already embarked in the ship 
and successfully conducted a 
series of Sea Acceptance 
Trials. 


Further embarked trials will 
take place during the Autumn 
and in the Spring the squadron 
will join the Ark for work-up 
leading to full operational 
capability by late May. 

The squadron will initially 
embark with four Merlins and 
will eventually be equipped 
with six. 

The world's most advanced 
ASW and anti-surface warfare 
(ASuW) helicopter, the Merlin 
HM Mk 1 entered service with 
the Royal Navy in December 
1998, since when it has under¬ 
gone intensive trials, both at 
home and abroad. 

Forty-four Merlin Mk 1 air¬ 
craft have been ordered for the 
Royal Navy to replace the Sea 
King Mk 6. Although designed 
for use in the ASW role, the 
Merlin, with its sophisticated 
sensor suite, is equally capable 
in the ASuW role. It is larger 
and faster than the Sea King 
and has the most advanced 
engineering and electronics of 
any aircraft of its type. 

While at Culdrose, Lord Bach 
presented the crew of Rescue 


86 from 814 Sqn with the Boyd 
Trophy 2000, awarded annually 
to the Naval aircrew achieving 
the finest feat of aviation. 

It recognised Rescue 86 s 
outstanding performance in the 
rescue of 12 stranded passen¬ 
gers from the Greek ferry 
Express Samina. 

On September 26, 2000 HMS 
Invincible was conducting a 
fixed and rotary wing day and 
night flying programme in the 
Mediterranean. 

It was a particularly dark 
night with no visual horizon 
and strong winds of 30 knots 
gusting to 40 and high seas. 

The duty Search and Rescue 
crew, Lieutenants Gary Milton, 
A) Hinchcliffe and Tim Hayden 
and LACMN Nicholas Hipkin 
responded to a Mayday call 
from the Express Samina and 
found survivors clinging to a 
low-lying rock that was con¬ 
stantly buffeted by strong 
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FREE Nokia 3310 
FREE Leather Case 
FREE Car Charger 
FREE Personal Hands Free 
FREE 600 mins Off Peak calls per 
FREE 50 SMS per month 
40p peak / 2p Off Peak 
Only El 4.99 per month 
inc VAT & itemised billing 
FREE 24 Hour Delivery 
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vodafone 

FREE Nokia 6210 or 8210 
FREE Leather Case 
FREE Car Charger 
FREE Personal Hands Free 
FREE 100 mins Anytime calls per month 
FREE 50 SMS per month 
15p peak / 5p Off Peak 
Only £18.99 per month 
inc VAT & itemised billing 
FREE 24 Hour Delivery 


Magic Merlin 
lifts off at 
Culdrose 


Purple hue for 
Golden Jubilee 


NEXT year’s Golden Jubilee 
visit to the Armed Forces by 
the Queen will allow her to see 
modern Servicemen and 
women in a range of tasks. 

As well as being a truly purple* 
event, with equal contributions 
from all three Services, the private 
visit to Portsmouth, on June 27. 
will show the Queen the wide capa¬ 
bility of the Services in the 21st 
century. 

The first part of the event will he 
hosted by HMS Excellent at Whale 
Island, where the Queen and the 
Duke of Edinburgh will be greeted 
by senior officers of the three 
Services, with a tri-Serviee guard of 
honour and a tri-Serviee band on 
ceremonial duties. 

The royal party will first see sta¬ 
tic displays, giving them a chance 
to meet and talk to Servicemen 
and women alongside their equip¬ 
ment, including those of the sup¬ 
port organisations. 

From a viewing platform, the 
VIPs will then see three different 
live-action scenarios played out. 
with themes based on entry into 
theatre, war fighting and peace¬ 
keeping. 

Several hundred spectators - 


families of the personnel chosen 
to participate in the event - will 
also watch the scenes from gal¬ 
leries. 

Lunch for the royal party will be 
prepared by Service chefs, and a 
deliberate cap will be placed on 
ranks at each table to ensure junior 
members of the Forces are well- 
represented. 


The, focus then moves to the 
Naval Base, where current aircraft 
from all three Services will take 
part in a display lasting around 20 
minutes which will also feature 
maritime and land forces. 

The visit will conclude with the 
Queen boarding a minehunter for 
a steam-past of warships down the 
jetties of the Naval Base. 


Second TV channel 
for the Balkans 

A SECOND 1*V channel is to be launched, initially in the Balkans only, 
as part of a package of measures to improve the welfare of British ser¬ 
vicemen and women deployed on operations. 

Ihe new channel, British Forces Broadcasting Service (BFBS)2 will 
open on December 22 and broadcast for six hours each evening, seven 
days a week. 

It is aimed at single and unaccompanied servicemen and women in the 
18-30 age range, with an emphasis on films, comedy, music, “gritty docu¬ 
mentaries'* and sport, including live Premiership, Scottish Premiership 
and Nationwide League games. 

The original channel, to be known as BFBS 1, will be unchanged, ofer- 
ing drama, sport, soaps, news and current affairs, entertainment and chil¬ 
dren's programmes. Both channels will be available to RN ships for the 
first time, provided they have appropriate receiving equipment installed 
and while operating within the footprint of the satellite. 
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YOU HAVEN’T SEEN 



Forking out for Fully Comp on a car that’s back home in 
a secure area feels like a rip off. So Affinitas Motor 
Insurance lets you switch to a lower level of cover while 
you’re deployed. You can pay in monthly, interest-free 
instalments. And we’ll renew it for you automatically 
too, so it doesn’t lapse while you’re away. 

Whether you’re serving or retired, it’s just one of the ways 
we can get you a better deal on the essentials. Our Home, 
Kit, Travel and Breakdown cover do the same. We’ve even 


got a service to prepare you for a new career, and another 
to put you in touch with companies that value your skills. 

We set up Affinitas because we’re ex-Armed Forces 
ourselves, and we know how it feels to get stuck with a 
poor deal on the essentials just because of the job you do. 
So call us now and see what we can do for you - we’ll 
phone you straight back if you’re calling from abroad. 
And next time you get quoted over the odds for motor 
cover, put your foot down. 


0800 3161 317 

+44 1206 393 777 
www.affinitas.com 
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affinitas 

looking out for you 
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SEPARATING OR DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE 


Specialist legal advice to Naval Personnel for: 

CONVEYANCING 
WILLS, PROBATE & TRUST 
MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY 
CHILDCARE 
PERSONAL INJURY 
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE 
OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS 
MENTAL HEALTH 
CRIME 



COFFIN 
MEW & 
CLOVER 


For more decaMs call one of our offices, or 
email via our website 

www.coffinmew.co.uk 


FREE INITIAL ADVICE IN MANY CASES 

Call 01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661 


FORCES 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES? 
CAUSED BY SERVICE? 

also 

INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE AND 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

You may be entitled to 


COMPENSATION 


CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!! 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD • MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD • MOORENDS • DONCASTER DN8 4SZ 


Broken marriages, split pensions 


S INCE the Welfare 
Reform and Pensions 
Act 1999 came into 
force, the treatment of pension 
rights on divorce has become 
an important, and at times, a 
highly-contentious issue, writes 
William Donnelly of Chit relic rs. 

The Act gives spouses ihe righl 
within divorce proceedings to 
make significant claims against 
pensions held by the other party to 
the marriage. 

The Act is therefore of great 
importance to Service personnel 
who will accrue valuable benefits 
under the Service pension schemes. 

It will have a significant effect on 
any divorce involving Servicemen 
and women, and it may he helpful to 
explain what Orders can he made. 

There are three ways to treat pen¬ 
sion rights of parties to a divorce: 

■ Pension Sharing Orders (PSOs) 
came into force as a result of the Act. 
and can be made in any case where a 
divorce petition was issued after 
December I. 2000. They allow a 
Court to divide (or split) individuals’ 


pension rights to provide retirement 
or death benefits for the other spouse 
as to both lump sum and income. 

■ Offsetting is where the value of 
the pension is offset against the 
value of other assets to provide a fair 
division: for example, the matrimo¬ 
nial home is transferred to one 
spouse and set off against the value 
of the pension which is retained in its 
entirety by the pension holder. 

■ Earmarking Orders are where 
the Court can require the trustees or 
manager of the pension scheme to 
divert a portion of the pension, 
and/or lump sum. to the non-owning 
spouse, but the Order only takes 
effect at the time that the pension is 
drawn. The difference between this 
and a PSO is that under the latter 
ownership of the benefits transfers 
into the name of the other spouse, 
but with earmarking, ownership of 
the benefits remains with the pen¬ 
sion holder. 

At the time of a divorce, each of 
these options will have to he looked 
at and a decision made as to which is 
the most suitable to provide a fair 
division of the matrimonial assets. 

Earmarking Orders, which have 
been available since 1995, are rarely 
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used because they prevent a clean 
break following a divorce, and they 
arc liable to variation on a change of 
circumstance and. more importantly, 
cease to have effect on the re-mar- 
riaec or death of either party. 

If the pension holder was there¬ 
fore to die before drawing the pen¬ 
sion, the spouse’s rights under the 
Order would die with him and the 
spouse, in certain circumstances, 
could receive nothing. 

It is more likely, therefore, that in 
negotiating over pension rights the 
decision wTlI be whether there should 
be pension sharing or offsetting. 

S ervice personnel with a num¬ 
ber of years service will have 
accrued a valuable pension and 
arc likely to want to preserve their 
pension benefits, but must under¬ 
stand that in so doing, they must con¬ 
sider sacrificing claims against other 
assets in which they have an interest, 
such as the matrimonial home, if they 
are to achieve this end. 

Of course, a PSO may be the only 
option available if there are no other 
funds or assets. 

In those circumstances, unless the 
pension holder can raise a reason¬ 
able lump sum, pension sharing may 
be the obvious and only solution. 

However, the main reason for a 
PSO is so that after divorce, both 
parties receive adequate pension 
provision. 

The Act was designed to protect 
the spouse, usually the wife, who has 
not worked but has contributed to 
the family in other ways, for exam¬ 
ple, bringing up the children, and has 
therefore not accrued any pension 
but has enabled the other spouse to 
work full-time and make a full con¬ 
tribution towards a pension scheme. 

How much of a claim a spouse has 
against the other spouse’s pensions 
will depend on numerous factors, 
including the ages of the parties, 
length of the marriage etc. 

Orders can Ik* made for any per¬ 
centage of the pension to be trans¬ 
ferred to the spouse, and although it 


is not likely to be more, it is not nec¬ 
essarily limited to 50 per cent. 

PSOs can only be made by Court 
Order, so can only be made at the 
time of a legal divorce. Parties can¬ 
not agree to share pensions. 

It should also be noted that a pen¬ 
sion in payment can be shared. If a 
Serviceman has left the Service and is 
in receipt of a pension, a PSO can si ill 
be made in favour of his spouse. 

Once a PSO has been made, the 
pension rights set up for the spouse 
will never revert back to the original 
pension holder. 

If, therefore, a spouse who has 
received the benefit of a PSO were to 
die prematurely before he or she has 
started receiving the benefits of the 
pension, it is possible that no benefits 
under that scheme will be payable 
whatsoever. 

It has also been made clear that in 
the uniformed Services, the pension 
schemes will insist on the retirement 
age of 60 for the recipient spouse 
under a PSO with no flexibility. 

This means a Serviceman could 
leave the Service as young as 40 and 
draw their pension, but after a pen¬ 
sion share, the ex-spouse’s pension 
will not start until he or she is 60. 

In the case of a sailor and his wife, 
both 39, after a pension share, his 
pension starts in one year when he is 
40, but his ex-wife’s pension starts in 
21 years when she is 60. 

It should also be noted that 
Armed Forces pensions are Public 
Service pensions and do not give rise 
to a cash fund which can be trans¬ 
ferred into another scheme. 

After pension share, the recipient 
spouse will, in the circumstances, 
have their own Service pension cre¬ 
ated, which in the case of the Navy, 
will be managed by the Naval Pay 
and Pensions Office at Centurion 
Building in Gosport. 

■ William Donnelly has 15 years 
experience in family law. Chur- 
chers Solicitors have offices in 
Gosport, Fareham, Portsmouth, 
Cosham and Lee-on-the-Solent. 
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Financial group aims to 
serve those who serve 


A NEW specialist financial 
group which deals exclusively 
with the Armed Forces has 
been launched. 

Affinitas is headed by a team of 
experienced financial services pro¬ 
fessionals and former senior 
Services personnel, including for¬ 
mer Vice Chief of the Defence 
Staff Air Chief Marshal Sir Patrick 
Mine and Rear Admiral Andy 
Gough, whose last appointment 
before retirement in 21XX) was as 
Assistant Chief of Staff at SHAPE 
in Belgium. 

The new group, whose philoso¬ 
phy is ‘serving those who serve’, 
currently offers motor, home and 
travel insurance, breakdown cover 
and kit insurance to active, retired 
and reserve members of the British 
Armed Forces and their families. 

Based at its Member Service 
Centre in Colchester, Affinitas 
aims to expand the range of prod¬ 
ucts and services it offers in the 
coming months. 

Affinitas chief executive Simon 
Lee said: ‘Affinitas has the single 
aim of becoming the natural 
provider of choice for insurance 
and financial services to the British 
Armed Forces. 

“Our mission is to offer unparal¬ 
leled levels of customer focus, per¬ 
sonal service and genuinely innov¬ 
ative products. 

“The combination of financial 
services experience and cx-Service 
crsonncl ensures we have a first- 
and understanding of the particu¬ 
lar needs of Servicemen and 
women.” 

The chairman of Affinitas. Bill 
Cooney, added: “The lifestyle of 


the Armed Forces is unique. 

“This has meant they arc often 
treated as the exception rather 
than the rule. 

“For Affinitas they are the rule 
rather than the exception. 

“Looking out for our members’ 
best interests, ensuring that they 
get the best deal and excellent ser¬ 
vice arc at the heart of our philos¬ 
ophy.” 


NAAFI Financial has issued a 
statement assuring customers 
over possible deployments to 
Afghanistan. 

In a press release, the group 
said: “There have been many 
announcements over the past 
few days from those involved 
in the Life Assurance industry, 
stating that they were unwilling 
to take on any new business 
from those serving in the 
Armed Forces because of the 
current international crisis. 

“It seems to us that the phi¬ 
losophy in the industry is - we 
will sell you insurance when 
you don’t want it, but not 
when you need it,” said Al 
Voice, Managing Director of 
NAAFI Financial. 

Mr Voice has confirmed 
that, in the event of the 
deployment of military per¬ 
sonnel resulting from the cur¬ 
rent crisis, NAAFI Financial 
would continue to provide full 
Life policy benefits to existing 
customers in the Armed 
Forces who hold their 


Specific products such as motor 
and home insurance take the 
Armed Forces lifestyle into 
account - acknowledging that pos¬ 
sessions arc not at much risk when 
they are secure in a patrolled area. 

Affinitas can be contacted at PO 
Box 6575, Colchester C04 4FG, 
tel 0600 316 l 317, fax 01980 
847849, website www.affinitas.com 


Personal Accident Insurance 
and Payment Protection poli¬ 
cies. 

He also confirmed that new 
customers wishing to take out 
this insurance “will also 
receive the same high level of 
cover.” 

“NAAFI Financial Personal 
Accident Insurance has been 
designed to provide military 
personnel with a level of cover 
which would greatly benefit 
the policyholder and their 
families in the event of a dis¬ 
abling accident,” the release 
continued. 

“All NAAFI Financial prod¬ 
ucts have been developed 
considering the unique 
lifestyle and commitments of 
members of HM Forces. 

“Customers who have a 
NAAFI Financial Kit and 
Contents Insurance policy can 
be assured that this compre¬ 
hensive cover will also protect 
their belongings during this 
period.” 


Insurance assurance 
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Listen Up! To help provide you and your family with a better future in retirement, 
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names in financial services, to Oder you a preferential Stakeholder Pension - the 
Armed Forces Stakeholder Pension. 
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Runners take gun 
to town and back 


THE FIELD Gun crew from HMS 
Neptune have raised £2,000 for 
sick children by taking their gun to 
town and back. 

The crew - there were 18 men 
and women running with the gun 
at any one time - took the one- 
tonne field gun from HMS 
Neptune to Helensburgh and back, 
a distance of about 12 miles. 

Warm conditions made it tough 

• The HMS Neptune gun run¬ 
ners set off from Clyde Naval 
Base at Faslane for 
Helensburgh, six miles down 
the road. 


going, but the aggregate time was 
around 2h 30m - which sets them a 
target to beat next year. 

The money raised by the gun 
runners’ efforts will go to the 
Schiehallion unit at Yorkhill 
Hospital in Glasgow - a cancer 
ward for children. 

The main sponsors for the run 
were Garcloch Support Services, 
Helensburgh Tyre Services, 
Helensburgh Co-op, Ensign 
Motifs, Wellman Defence, 
Babcock International (BES 
Division) and Shearwater Marine 
Services. 




Reception 

launches 

appeal 

A CHAMPAGNE cocktail recep¬ 
tion at the Wardroom at HMS 
Drake helped launch an appeal for 
a prostate cancer unit at Derriford 
Hospital in Plymouth. 

The Chestnut Appeal aims to 
provide state-of-the-art equip¬ 
ment for the unit. 

The patron of the appeal, Maj 
Ronald Ferguson, attended the 
event, which included a charity 
auction and music from the Drake 
Volunteer band and the Tavistock 
Blozone wind band. 

Major Ferguson said: “I am a 
patient. I was diagnosed in 19%. It 
is extremely important that we talk 
about this killer. 

“It is the most common male 
cancer, second to lung cancer. 

“At the moment, about 20() men 
a week die from prostate cancer.” 

A target of £1 million has been 
set by the appeal, and the Drake 
event - supported by more than 
170 people at the Naval Base - 
raised more than £8,(XK) from a 
charity auction and donations. 

The creation of the Chestnut 
Appeal was the idea of Jenny 
Ashdown, who is Sister in Urology 
Research at Derriford Hospital. 

Footballers at 
coffee event 

A COFFEE morning at HMS 
Collingwood attended by some 
First Division footballers has 
raised almost £850 for Macmillan 
Cancer Relief. 

The players - Carl Tiler and 
Rory Allen of Portsmouth, who 
use the Navy’s weapon engineer¬ 
ing and communications training 
establishment for football training 
- signed autographs and made 
their contributions towards the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning. 

More than 700 people took part 
in various events around the 
establishment, raising £846. 


Butser Hill replaces 
Snowdon challenge 


RN chaplain 
to swim back 

A ROYAL Navy chaplain who has 
been raising money by swimming 
the mileage between Hclslon and 
Portsmouth has deeided to make 
the return trip as well. 

The Rev Mike Brotherton, 
chaplain at RN air station Culd- 
rose, aimed to swim the 237 miles 
in the pool by the end of 2001. 

But he finished with plenty of 
time to spare - so has decided to 
keep on raising cash. 

Mike has raised almost £1,500 
so far for the Swim for Life, to 
combat muscular dystrophy. 

The physical training instructors 
at Culdrose presented Mike with a 
cheque for £174 raised at the sta¬ 
tion's Air Day - and handed over 
in the pool, naturally. 

Mike can be contacted at the 
Chaplaincy, RNAS Culdrose. 
Hclston, Cornwall TR12 7RH. 

Air ACEs 

THREE teams from the RN 
School of Aircraft Control at 
Ycovilton took part in a gruelling 
adventure scries to raise money 
for the air station’s charities. 

The teams entered Round 
Three of the UK ACE 
(Adventure, Challenge, Endur¬ 
ance) race in the Forest of Dean 
and Monmouthshire, which con¬ 
sisted of cross-country/orientcer- 
ing, a four-hour mountain bike 
navigation trial, an exacting 90- 
minute night navigation phase in 
dense forest in pitch-black condi¬ 
tions, a nine kilometre paddle 
down the River Wye in inflatable 
canoes, and a 15km adventure run 
which saw the teams on top of 
most of the peaks in the county. 

The three Ycovilton teams were 
supported by a two-strong back-up 
squad who kept them fed and 
watered. 

Morocco date 

THE BRITISH Lung Foundation 
has organised the Morocco (b 
challenge, a fund-raising cycle ride 
next spring. 

Details of the ride, which is suit¬ 
able for anyone of average fitness, 
are available from Samantha 
Gosling on 020 7831 5831, fax 020 
7831 5832, e-mail cycling® british- 
hmgfoundation.com. The BLF web¬ 
site is at www.Iunguk.org 


WHEN a national charity chal¬ 
lenge was cancelled because of the 
foot and mouth crisis, sailors from 
HMS Sultan took part in a 
replacement event on their own 
doorstep. 

The establishment has for many 
years entered teams of 12 volun¬ 
teers in the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Snowdon Challenge, set¬ 
ting record times for the past six 
years. 

This year Sultan entered two 
teams to carry an MS sufferer in a 
wheelchair around an eight-mile 
orienteering course at the Queen 
Elizabeth Country Park near 
Petcrsfield in Hampshire. 


Teams from as far afield as 
Nottingham competed. 

One of the Sultan teams again 
took the honours, carrying Carol 
Miller from Solent MS. 

The Navy teams raised £800 for 
the charity, and a further £500 will 
be added from funds raised at the 
HMS Sultan Summer Show. 

■ A TEAM from Collingwood 
also took part in the challenge. 

The nine officers and ratings, 
known as the Collingwood 
Marauders, took three hours to 
carry MS sufferer Mrs Angie 
Alexander around the course, and 
they hope to have raised more 
than £400 for the cause. 


• The team from HMS Sultan carry Carol Miller, of Solent MS, around an eight-mile course. 


• Capt David Langbridge, Captain Fleet Support, greets CC 
Smudge Smith, CPO Si Warden and CPO Robbie Robson as they 
pass Faslane in the final stages of their cycle ride in Scotland. 

Scottish tour yields £500 


THREE men from Clyde Naval 
Base cycled 70 miles around 
Western Scotland in order to raise 
funds for the Lomond Early 
Stimulating Association (LESA). 

CC Smudge Smith, CPO Si 
Warden and C PO Robbie Robson 
took on the Rosneath Peninsula, 
Bute and Cowal Peninsula, several 
ferries and numerous hills - and 
they hope their efforts will have 
yielded around £500. 

They were greeted in the final 
stages by their boss, Capt David 


Langbridge, Captain Fleet 
Support, and finished their ride a 
few miles up the road at 
Helensburgh. 

LESA helps children aged up to 
three who have special educational 
needs. 


THREE Royal Navy 
cyclists have completed a 
memorial sponsored cycle 
ride around the Somme, 
raising almost £4,800 for 
the Poppy Appeal. 

Lt (Jar Clive Rawson, Lt 
Chris Canning and PO 
Michael Weston travelled to 
France early in the summer, 
visiting 152 out of 246 cemeter¬ 
ies and memorials commemo¬ 
rating the 125,000 dead from 
the First World War buried in 
the Somme region. 

The trio, who serve at RN air 
station Culdrose, also took pho¬ 
tographs of those resting places for 
relatives and friends of the dead. 

They were actually in the saddle 
for 18 hours and 24 minutes, 
cycling from Laillemont in the 
north to Bray in the south, from 
Rancourt in the cast to Warloy 
Baylon in the west. 

Clive said: “Although it may 
seem rather a morbid trip, in fact 
every cemetery wc visited exuded a 
calm, peaceful and welcoming aura. 

“One of the biggest cemeteries 
we visited, Scrre Road No 2, has 
more than 7,100 graves, of which 
5,000 are unidentified. 

“It was breathtaking in size and 
the scale of the sacrifice represent¬ 
ed there is quite overpowering. 

“The British front line was only 
20 miles long, but we rode a total 
of 215 miles from our base in 
Auchonvillcrs. 

“The trip included visits to 
Beaumont Hamel British 
Cemetery, the memorial to the 
Accrington Pals, the French 
National Cemetery and the monu¬ 
ment to the 63rd Division of the 


Royal Navy, where we placed a 
wreath from sailors to sailors.” 

Their lodging in Auchonvillcrs 
was appropriate as it was used as 
an advanced dressing station, a 
communications post and an 
ammunition store, and the cellar 
still carries the chalk carvings 
made by soldiers taking shelter. 

The money raised will help the 
Royal British Legion towards their 
target of more than £20 million, 
and a contribution will be made to 
the work of Combat Stress, which 
works with ex-Scrvice people suf¬ 
fering from mental trauma. 

Further details: www.cycling.the 
somme. btintemet. co. uk 

Andy weaves 
his magic 

A ROYAL Navy petty officer 
has worked some magic while 
at HMS Collingwood. 

CY Andy Burns, of the 
Communications Facility, 
staged a magic show for stu¬ 
dents of the Shaw Trust, 
Harbour Enterprises, based in 
Portsmouth. 

Andy - known as 
AndyCadabra - has been 
entertaining audiences for 
years, and has now developed 
a show lasting two hours 
which features magic, games 
and balloon-animal making. 

The Shaw Trust centre pro¬ 
vides support to people with 
mental health problems, and 
Collingwood has supported 
the group in a variety of ways, 
including DIY tasks and the 
donation of a digital camera, 
and a TV and video system. 


Cyclists pay respects 
to victims of Somme 
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• First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh greets Rear Admiral Wu Fuchun 
(above left), while HMS Ark Royal, which hosted the Chinese warships, pro¬ 
vided a guard of honour for the ceremonial welcome (left). 


forges links 


W ITH the red flag of China 
and the Union Jack snap¬ 
ping side-by-side in a stiff 
wind off the Solent, the Cold War 
was pushed further into the past as a 
neat 6,000-ton destroyer and support 
ship of the People’s Liberation Army 
Navy made a significant visit to 
Britain. 

The task group which pulled into 
Portsmouth may have been modest, but as 


global political alliances and relationships 
are realigned in the wake of the terrorist 
attacks on America, the first formal visit 
by Chinese warships since the 1949 revo¬ 
lution was of great importance to the 
Royal Navy - important enough for First 
Sea Lord Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh to 
greet the guests. 

On an auspicious day - it was both the 
52nd anniversary of the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China, and the 
Chinese mid-autumn festival - the senior 
Chinese officer told an enthusiastic audi¬ 
ence, many of them members of the 
British Chinese community, that he was 
confident the visit “will further promote 
the friendly relationship between our two 
countries and our two navies.” 

Rear Admiral Wu Fuchun, Chief of Staff 
of the East Sea Fleet, added: “We wish the 
people of Portsmouth a happier life; we 
wish the Royal Navy much stronger." 

The occasion had begun with a 
lion dance on the jetty the previ¬ 
ous day, and many sailors from 
the Shen Zhen and tanker Feng 
Cang, resplendent in cream jack¬ 
ets and blue trousers, had already 
made their way into Portsmouth 
and beyond by the time the formal 
welcomes were made by the 
Commander of Portsmouth Naval 
Base, Commodore Paul Boissier, 
the First Sea Lord and Admiral Wu. 

Aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal acted 
as host ship for the visit, and provided 
personnel for a guard of honour at the 
welcoming ceremonies, as well as inviting 
Chinese sailors on board their ship. 

Admiral Essenhigh then met Admiral 
Wu in the wardroom of the Shen Zhen, 
and although the conversation was at 
times disjointed as it passed through the 
intervening translators, the tone was 
always warm, with each man generous 
with his compliments. 

Admiral Essenhigh remarked that 
Shen Zhen - which had hosted him for a 
day at sea in June during his visit to China 
- looked very smart, considering she had 


left Shanghai more than a month before. 

“When I came back from China I told 
my people I had seen a new ship which set 
new standards of cleanliness and smart¬ 
ness,” said the Admiral. 

“I will now tell them that even after 
15,000 miles at sea it still looks smart.” 

Admiral Wu said his staff were expect¬ 
ing to learn from their hosts. 

“We shall learn many aspects from the 
British Royal Navy, such as the manage¬ 
ment of ships and also how to train the 
gifted officers,” he said. 

Admiral Essenhigh spoke of the need 
for new training and thinking for coping 
with situations where there was no clear¬ 
ly-defined enemy. 

“Using maritime forces in support of 
global peace and global stability is a much 
more difficult task than training for war 
fighting,” he said, adding that he was 
encouraged by his Chinese counterpart's 
views on the subject. 

Although no exercises were planned 
for this year, invitations for further visits 
were pressed home. 

“We need to realise the huge signifi¬ 
cance of this visit - it is the first time a 
Chinese task group has made a visit to the 
UK from the Chinese homeland - and 
how< very pleased we arc that the ships arc 
here,” said Admiral Essenhigh. 

He said he had no doubt there would 
be more such visitors, and hoped that 
Chinese ports would feature on future 
Royal Navy deployments, as well as more 
formal exercises between the two navies. 

Admiral Wu responded: “Wc warmly 
welcome Royal Navv warships to visit 
China next year: also we expect the 
Admiral to visit China again next year. 

“According to a Chinese saying, friends 
become closer and closer when they have 
more visits.” 

Shen Zhen - the first of her class and 
only commissioned in 1999 - and Feng 
Cang had already visited Germany by the 
time they reached Portsmouth, and were 
scheduled to call in at France and Italy 
before returning home. 

■ Newsview - page 22 


Pictures by PO(PHOT) Dave Coombs (HMS Ark Royal) 


• First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh inspects the guard of honour on board the Chinese destroyer Shen Zhen. 

Chinese visit 
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tjay at s©a 
offered to 
would-be 
chaplains 


HMS ARK Royal is helping boost the numbers of Royal 
Naval Chaplains by offering potential new recruits the 
chance to experience life at sea. 


The Naval Chaplaincy 
Service in the Second Sea 
Lord’s Department is looking 
to recruit at least four from 
civilian ministry this year. 

The Rev Terry Maze told Navy 
N(ws: “Ark Royal has very kindly 
offered anyone showing a strong 
interest in becoming a Naval 
Chaplain 24 hours at sea. 

“This will give them a uniuue 
insight into sailors' life at sea. Wc 
recruit from the major UK church¬ 
es and arc keen to show them first¬ 
hand what they will experience by 
living onboard for probably the 
first time in their lives. 

“Ships’ chaplains live in close 
proximity with their people for 24 
hours a day and share their work¬ 
ing and social lives - experiencing 
the demands these put on individ¬ 
uals and their families. You just 
don’t get that kind of close work¬ 
ing pastoral relationship outside 
the Royal Navy.” 

The RN is recruiting chaplains 
from all the major churches and 
the NCS wants to hear from 
priests and ministers, male or 
female. 

Tel 02392 727116 for details. 


Clearance 
divers to 
mark 50th 

THE ROYAL Navy’s Clearance 
Diving Branch is preparing to cel¬ 
ebrate its golden jubilee next year, 
and a range of social gatherings is 
being arranged in tandem with 
official ceremonies. 

May Bank Holiday weekend 
forms the focus of the social events 
in Portsmouth, which begin with a 
‘stag night reunion’ at tnc Home 
Club on Friday, May 3 - tickets at 
£15. 

The weekend then moves on to 
a more formal occasion with a din¬ 
ner dance at the Ciuildhall on May 
4 (tickets £30) and the following 
morning will see a church service 
in the chapel at HMS Excellent, 
Whale Island. 

Further details and booking 
forms from Les Sharpe (023 
92655711) or Rob Hoolc (023 
92789524). 
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Sheffield in Sheffield 



Cdr Rex Cox lerh&tttc 
ship s company ofmB 
Type 22 frigate HMS 
Sheffield as they exer 
C_o5e ttielr Freedom of 
CjRheCIty of Sheffield. 
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The Royal Star & Garter Home for disabled ex-Service men & women in Richmond, Surrey, presents 

(Registered Charity No. 210119) 


The Odyssey Timeship Project 


For everyone who is a serving member of Her Majesty's Armed Forces and all ex-Service personnel, their families and friends 

This Remembrance Day record your history, or that of a 
loved one, for posterity 

The Odyssey Timeship Project aims to create a significant historical record of the Armed Forces in the 20th and early 
21st centuries, which will be stored at the Imperial War Museum and not opened for 100 years, providing a unique 
archive for historians in the future. 

For only £10, you can purchase a "ticket" for the Timeship, which will entitle you to enter your Service details, up to 
500 words and 2 photographs, which will be preserved for posterity. Family members and friends can also make an 
entry on behalf of a loved one. Irrespective of whether you served in any conflict, your story will still be of great 
historical interest for future generations. 

Everyone who joins in will be contributing to the Home's future, helping to ensure that this unique facility will always be 
here to care for disabled ex-Service men and women. 

Log on to: www.OdysseyTimeship.com and follow the online instructions or contact us to make a postal application. 


Remember, this is your opportunity to give tomorrow's children something history books can never provide - a 
personal account of Service life in the 20th and early 21st centuries. Please play your part and get involved. 


If you would like to know more about how you can take part in this unique event, or would like a postal application 
form, contact: 


Tony Maher, The Royal Star & Garter Home, Richmond, Surrey, TW10 6RR or call him on 020 8439 8114 
E-mail address: tony.maher@starandgarter,org 

gOVSSEY TIMe Sn 

WWW ndgssey Timesh<p , ^ 


Let history know you were there. 
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Reunions 


Over to You 


River Class Association: Have just held 
their reunion at Leamington Spa. Witt you be 
at the next one? With the secretary o< the 
Association having just crossed the bar. 
there was a fear that the Association would 
told. In the meantime contact Mike Crowe. 7 
Heath Road. Lake. Sandown. Isle of Wight. 
P036 8PG 

HMS Tiger 1958-78: All commissions, all 
ranks welcome We are last becoming a 
growing Association and with your help we 
can be bigger Annual reunion for 2002 to be 
finalised Meet old shipmates and make new 
friends Newsletters Contact Doc' Porter. 54 
Wrensfield Road, Newtown Estate. Stockton 
on Tees TS19 OBD Tel 01642 644389 

November 

HMS Coventry (1942): Old hands, rela¬ 
tives. friends are invited to an Armistice and 
Reconciliation Service at Coventry Cathedral 
on Sunday. November 11 meet at the cathe¬ 
dral at 1000. A service in the Naval Room will 
follow. HMS Coventry (Falklands) welcome 
Further details from Tiny Gough on 0151 733 
9514 

Fast Minelayers Association S.E. 
Branch will meet at the RBL Club 
Kennington on November 19 at 1200 New 
members welcomed Contact Ray Moore. 
89. Watling Road. Norwich NR7 9TG. tel 
01603 437652. 

December 

HMS Coventry- A decommissioning CTP 
will be held in HMS Drake 1830-2000 on 
December 13. Invitation is open to all former 
officers (DO and FF). Enquiries to F2 SON 
POWTR. Room S04. Tyne Building. HMNB 
Devonport. Plymouth PL2 2BG (tel 01752 
553740 ex 67131). enclosing a cheque tor E5 
which should be made payable to HMS 


advertising@navynews.co.uk 

023 9272 5062 


McKNIGHT 

(Livingston) 

Kate, Blair and Susan would like to 
thank everyone for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, floral 
tributes and cards received during 
their recent sad loss of Sam. 
especially Commander K. Broadlcy, 
funeral manager SLt A.R. Mundy, 
colleagues at SNONI, all at FOSF 
Rosyth and all ex-naval personnel 
who attended Livingston Village 
Kirk and Douglas Bank Cemetery. 


Coventry Wardroom Mess Fund. 

March 2002 

HMS Loch Fada 1944-67 reunion will be 
held in Blackpool in March 2002. Wives and 
sweethearts welcome Contact Bob Harris on 
telephone number 023 8039 1848 or e-mail 
bobhamslochfadaf390Qtinywor1d. co. uk 

HMS Venerable Association: Reunion 
March 15-18 at the Royal Court Hotel. 
Keresley, Coventry. Fully booked at present 
but reserve list operating All enquiries to Bas 
Redtem. Hazeldene'. 64. Coppice Road. 
Talke. Stoke on Trent ST7 1UA. tel: 01782 
784876. 

HMS Glory Association 1943-56: Next 
reunion and AGM will be held at the Trecarn 
Hotel. Babbacombe. Torquay, on March 22- 
25 For further details, contact B M Skam, 
15. TentertiekJs. Great Dunmow. Essex CM6 
1HH. tel 01371 873106. 

April 

Aircraft Handlers Association: 
Reunion. Apnl 12-14 at Barton Hall. Torquay. 
Full details and reservation lorm from Ian 
Beard. 6. Meadow Crescent. Castle 
Donmngton, Derby DE74 2LX. tel: 01332 
850471 

Halton Apprentices Naval Wing 
Association (HANWA): Annual reunion April 
19 at the Belle Vue Hotel, Lee-on-the-Solent. 
tel 01929 554221 Details trom Jack Ford. 7. 
Encombe Road, Wareham. Dorset BH20 
4PS, or e-mail: jackfordQhneone.net 

HMS Black Prince Association hold 
their annual reunion at the Bute Court Hotel 
in Torquay from Apnl 19 to 22. Former ship’s 
company, associates and friends welcome. 
Further details from J. Corbett. 3. Ham Lane. 
Stapleton. Bnstol BS16 1EE. tel 0117 965 
4356 

Clearance Divers: The 50th anniversary 
of the CD Branch will be marked with a 
reunion dance at the WO and SR Mess. 
HMS Neptune, on Saturday Apnl 20 For 
details, contact Dave Cowling at 3. Simpson 
Place. Carnoustie. Angus DD7 7PJ, or phone 
Dave on 01241 410420 All serving and ex- 
serving members, officers and ratings, of the 
Clearance Diving Branch welcome 

May 

RN Staff Course 1992: It is intended to 
hold a ten-year reunion of the 1992 RN Staff 


NAVAL HISTORIAN would like to 
hear from anyone involved with the 
Fleet Air Arm’s logistical support 
during operations in the Far East or 
Pacific in WWII, especially the 
MONABs and Fleet Train during 
1944-1945. Any original documents 
or photographs will be copied and 
returned. Please contact Ben Jones 
at 42 Birchwood Crescent, Balsall 
Heath. Birmingham B12 8BN. 
Tel: 0121 247 7019 (eve) or email at 
benjones@cableinet.co.uk 



This year sees the Royal Navy’s submarine 
centenary and to celebrate that milestone, 
WARSHIPS IFR has published a special edition 
(£8.50 + P&P). The 52 page A4 book is packed 
with 101 superb images of British submarines, 
from the early Holland Class boats to nuclear- 
powered vessels of today and tomorrow. 
Specially commissioned articles tell the full 
story of RN submarines in action from 1901 to 
2001. For further details about this exciting 
publication contact us via the WARSHIPS IFR 
web site or at the address below. 


HPC Publishing, Drury Lane, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, 
TN38 9BJ, United Kingdom. 

TEL: 00 44 (0)1424 720477 FAX: 00 44 (0)1424 443693 
www.warshipsifr.com 


Tfw Association of 

Royal Navy Officers 


Pawn Her Majesty The Queen 


Grants it members In need and 
bursaries for children 
Trade dbcaunts Including: 


ARNO is both an officers charity and a 
membership association which is open to 
serving and retired commissioned officers 
of the RN, RM, QARNNS.WRNS. and their 
Reserves. Formed In 1925, ARNO's primary 
purpose is to assist officers and their 
dependants in need with grants and 
bursaries from the proceeds of its assets, 
which exceed £3 million. 

Today ARNO's 9,300 members are offered 
both financial and other advantages, the 
former very comfortably exceeding the 
annual subscription (£10 per annum or 
£150 for Life) 

Tel: 020 7402 5231 
Fax: 020 7402 5533 
e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com 
www.eurosurf.com/ARNO 

for membership application form, please complete the following 

TO: LT CDR I M P COOMBES RN. ARNO, 70 PORCHESTER Tee. LONDON W2 3TP 

Please send me details and a membership appheobon form: 


’ Mortgage and Legal • Tmel t Accommodation 

• Private Heath Insurance • feme Acr y g, Oana 

• Dining Out 

Annual Year Booh urttti much useful 

and interesting information 

H list of members names and 

addresses i**!* a mi 

Free financial, legal 6 property aduke 

Free or reduced cost medical 

consultations 

Re-Training Grants 

Regional Social Functions [subsidised) 

Group Holidays Abroad at 

favourable rates 

IRait Redirection 

Home exchange “Bank" 

mastercard 

Used Uniform Sales Facility 
Use of The flaual Club in meyfalr 





Course at JSCSC Shrivenham in May 2002. 
For details, please contact Lt Cdr Dick Perry 
at JSCSC on 01793 788226 (JSCSC 8226) 
or e-mail rpenyQjscsc.org All students. DS 
and tutors invited 

Calling Survivors from HM Ships 
Foresight. Forester, Gossamer, Hamer, 
Niger and others who took part May 2. 1942 
in action which ended in the sinking ol HMS 
Edinburgh. Proposed reunion May 2. 2002. 
60 years on. It will take place in Edinburgh. 
Contact Buck’ Taylor. 2 Regents Court. St 
Edmund Road. Shirley. Southampton. Hants. 
SOI6 4RG. Tel 023 8049 8499 

Submariners Association (Scottish 
Branch): HMS Vandal and HMS Untamed 
Memorial Weekend. The HMS/M Vandal 
and Untamed memorial weekend will take 
place between May 3-5 at Dunoon and 
Lochranza, to be sponsored by the 
Submariners Association Scottish Branch, 
details trom Lt Tony Ford, Squadron Ops 
Officer. First Submarine Squadron. Belmore 
House. HMNB Clyde. G84 8HL. tel 01436 
674321 ex 7260 or e-mail 
AFORD442Qaol. com 

HMS Antelope annual reunion lakes 
place on board HMS Warrior in Portsmouth 
on May 25 The reunion is open to all ex- 
Antelopes. Further details from Bob Hutton 
at bobahuttonQhotmsul.com. or write to 3. 
Agars Plough. Eton. Windsor SL4 6HR 

June 

598 Squad Royal Marines: The Squad 
intends to hold a reunion weekend in London 
dunng June 2002. to celebrate the past 50 
years Any former member or instructor 
should contact Tony Pitts on 01323 844122. 
or wnte to 47. Stroma Gardens. Hailsham. 
East Sussex BN27 3AZ 

HMS Hunter Association will hold its 
annual reunion at the Royal Sailors Home 
Club. Portsmouth, on June 12. Full details 
trom Jack Preece. 1. Melrose Drive. 
Cannock. Staffs WS12 4LU. tel 01543 
422759. 

HMS Glamorgan Falklands Reunion 

will take place at the Home Club. 
Portsmouth, on Saturday Jun 15. Details 
from Jess James. 50. Lancaster Way. 
Northampton NN4 8LY, tel 01604 660401. e- 
mail jessjamesQcwcom.net 

July 

HMS Cavalier. On the 30th anniversary 
ol HMS Cavalier paying off tor the last time, 
the seventh and last. 1970-72 Commission 
are holding a reunion over the weekend July 
5-7 in Chatham. Details from David 
Thompson at tiffyQresting.screaming.net or 
tel 01934 520216. 

September 

HMS Fisgard, September 1962: A 
reunion is planned for September 10 for 
Artificer Apprentices who joined HMS 
Fisgard on September 10. 1962 (S46) - the 
40th anniversary. Any suggestions welcomed 
- no venue has yet been decided. Contact 
Tony Atkins. 118. Westfield Lane. St 
Leonards-on-Sea. E. Sussex TN37 7NQ, tel 
01424 754052. e-mail 

ajaconsuttingQemail.com. Australia and NZ. 
e-mail ronmarynelsonQbigpond.com.au 


Gun carriage crew, Churchill's funeral: 

Geoffrey Brench (RN 1959-68) was one of 
155 sailors chosen to pull the gun carnage 
carrying Churchills coffin on January 30, 
1965. He was on the outside, third row back, 
on extreme left. Two weeks later the gun car¬ 
riage crew watched a private viewing of a 
colour film of the event, with dose-ups - 
including a tear rolling down Geoff's cheek, 
which caused some ribbing Geoff (62) seeks 
information on this colour film - who shot it. 
and does a copy still exist 7 Any information 
to Gillian Brench on 01686 650895 or 07812 
144083 (mobile). e-mail 

gillian brenchQbreathemail net, or write to 
Min-y-Nant. Bettws Cedewain, Newtown. 
Powys SY16 3DS 

Wrens: Does anyone have any informa¬ 
tion on Jean Patterson s old shipmates: ex- 
Wrens Lyn Sims. Doreen Boynton. Violet 
Howden and AB George Whiston. all sta¬ 
tioned at Pompey 1948-1950. Contact Jean 
Patterson at 31. Gardner St. Glasgow G11 
5NW. tel 0141 339 9817, e-mail 

jeanpa tters onQ freeuk com 

HMS SI Cyrus, Rescue Tug, sunk in the 
Humber on January 21. 1941 A Walsh 
seeks information about this vessel, pho¬ 
tographs. plans, crew list, vessels rescued 
etc. All information would be appreciated - 
family research purposes only Contact A 
Walsh. 133. Paynes Road. Southampton 
SOI 5 3BW. or e-mail seacareuk99@hot- 
mail.com 

HMS Bermuda: Can anyone enlighten 
Denys Carden 7 During the Japanese surren¬ 
der of Formosa (Taiwan). Denys was in HMS 
Bermuda with Captain Bethell. who took the 
surrender Yet. on a recent trip, a Daily 
Telegraph reporter describes the American 
ships involved but no mention of British ships 
(as well as Bermuda, there was Royalist and 
possibly Belfast) It anyone can confirm this 
could they write to Denys Carden. 14 
Pembury Grove. Bexhill-on-Sea, East 
Sussex. TN39 4BX 

HMS Bulldog: Can anyone give Bill Cow 
any information on what he believes to be a 
stoker’s shovel. Excellent condition, stamped 
No f. ‘English Tools Ltd. Wigan and Leeds', 
HMS Bulldog. Made in England' It was in 
use 1938-39 dunng the building ol the radio 
location site at Huxton Drone Hill, on 
CokJingham Moor. Berwickshire, and in con¬ 
stant garden use since. Contact Bill Cow, 12. 
Somnertield Grove. Haddington. Scotland 
EH41 3RR, or tel 01620 823534 

HMS Hecla: Does anyone have any pho¬ 
tos ol Cent (Toby) Badman. who served in 
HMS Hecla dunng World War It 7 He was 
photographed being rescued after being tor¬ 
pedoed. which made the newspapers 
Contact Anthony Badman. 25. Tellis Cross, 
East Coker. Yeovil. Somerset BA22 9HP. tel 
01935 863079. 

Stanley Hind: Mrs D Ryan is trying to 
trace some photos ol her lather. Stanley 
Hind, when he played football lor the Royal 
Navy. Stanley served in HMS Albion before 
1966 Contact Mrs Ryan at 
Dyren.RyanQDoh. GSI. Gov. uk 

HMS Legion 1940-42: Next year marks 
the 60th anniversary of the loss of destroyer 
HMS Legion, Cheltenham's adopted war¬ 
ship, which was sunk at Malta in 1942. 
Cheltenham branch of the RNA is to hold a 
remembrance service next March, and which 
to contact survivors or their families, also 


survivors or nexl-of-kin ol armed merchant 
cruiser Rajputana (sunk by U-boat on Apnl 
13. 1941), HMS Cossack (sunk by U-boat on 
October 28. 1941) and HMS Ark Royal (sunk 
by U-boat on November 13. 1941). Contact 
Jim Swain. 01242 23541. e-mail 

nj swamQhotmail.com or Bob Wheatley on 
01242 224192. e-mail navatairmanQroberl 
anthony. freeserve co. uk 

HMS Cambrian, November and 
December 1944: W Watson served in this 
destroyer (R85) while it was involved in 
Russian convoys at the end of 1944. and 
crossed the Arctic Circle. The crew were 
issued with a Blue Nose Certificate, but over 
the years this has disintegrated, and he 
seeks a replica copy to keep with his 
Crossing the Line certificate from 1945. 
Contact Mr Watson at 20. Selbourne Street. 
South Shields. Tyne and Wear NE33 2TB. 

Operations Catherine and Paul: David 
Woodcock is keen to hear from anyone who 
could shed light on either operation 
Catherine or Operation Paul, both designed 
to interrupt the flow of iron ore from Sweden 
to Germany early in World War II Contact 
David at 15. Green lane. Dalton-m-Fumess. 
Cumbria LA15 8LZ tel 01229 462414 

HMS Caledonia: The Old Caledonia 
Artificer Apprentices' Association are 
requesting articles from ex-apprentices lor 
their book The Apprentices' Story. 
Telephone Gil Harding on 01749 672535. For 
information about the OCAAA contact the 
chairman. Ron Emerson. The Stile, 6. 
Springwood Lane. Romily. Stockport SK6 
4JL. tel 0161 449 9259. or e-mail 

ronQstile 100. fsnet. co.uk 

HMS Ajax 1965-66: Does anyone have a 
copy, or would be prepared to sell a copy ot. 
the pamphlet which the captain of HMS Ajax 
made of the second commission (1965-66). 
It was a glossy-backed pamphlet giving the 
lowdown on the commission. Contact E. 
Cheesbrough. 23. St Stephens Road. 
Bndlington. E Yorks Y016 4DW 

HMS Exmouth: Roy Beveridge seeks 
information and photos ol the E-class 
destroyer HMS Exmouth (H02), sunk on 
January 21, 1940. by U-22. Also info on 
Leading Stoker Walace Vaughan, born 
Derby, lived in Rosyth Contact Mr Bevendge 
at 61. Parkside St, Rosyth. Fife KY11 2LP. 


HM Tug St Clair, Moorfowl: Tom 
Bradbury was in St Clair, employed by 
Sheemess Dockyard, early in World War II. 
and later in the Moorlowl out ot Greenock 
and Scapa Flow, at which point he joined the 
Navy. The St Clair was at Dunkirk Did either 
vessel receive any recognition for their ser¬ 
vice? Contact Tom at 132, Long Street. 
Cleveland. Queensland 4163. Australia 
Gordon Victor (Vic) Smith: Kathleen 
Blinch (nee Perry) seeks Vic. bom 1925, last 
known address Islington Believed to have 
joined Royal Navy in 1943, possibly trying 
the Fleet Air Arm first. If anyone knows of Vic. 
contact Kathleen at 602-235 Grey Street. 
London, Ontario N6B 3R1. Canada 

Wartime plaque: While yachting with 
German friends off the coast of Germany, Mr 
Hmes-Randle came across a plaque dis¬ 
played on a wall, brought up m fishing nets 
off the island ot Rugen by the grandfather of 
his friends shortly after World War II The 
shield-shaped plaque has an anchor on it. 
and on the anchor is a round-topped winged 
tablet with an adorned top If anyone can 
identify it. contact Mr Hmes-Randle at 3. 
Coach Lane. Redruth. Cornwall TRI5 2TP 
PO Simon Wilcox: Stella Hopkins would 
like to hear from anyone who served with her 
son's lather while he was in the Navy Simon 
joined in 1972. his first ship was HMS 
Sheffield, and he remained in until 1980/81 
He died in 1984. and his son has no decent 
photos of him II anyone can help with pic¬ 
tures. or news of his career, contact Stella at 
ahhblessQstellahopkms. fsnet. co.uk 

HMS Trumpeter: Tony McEnry’s uncle 
James Stewart, trom Liverpool, died in an 
accident on board HMS Trumpeter on July 
26. 1945. aged 19. en route to the Far East. 
He was buried at Cochin, later reburied at 
Madras His (amity would like to know the cir¬ 
cumstances ol the accident Contact Tony at 
120, Allerford Rd. West Derby. Liverpool L12 
4YJ, tel 0151 228 1723. 

Royal Navy wartime menu: Nichola 
Ivatt. Education Officer at Chatham Historic 
Dockyard Trust, is updating history packs tor 
schools to tie in with the opening of the lower 
decks ot HMS Cavalier, and is researching 
RN rations and hoping to find a typical daily 
menu If anyone can help, contact Nichola at 
nivattQchdt. org. uk 


At your Service entries 

■ Notices for this page should be brief, clearly written or typed and 
addressed to - The Editor, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. POl 3HH 
or email: edit<&navynews.co.uk. If you are sending your notice in via email, 
please include your full address and telephone number. 

■ Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry in a par¬ 
ticular edition cannot be guaranteed. 

■ Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferably four) before 
the month of the event. 

■ There may be a delay before items appear, due to the volume of 
requests. 

■ Entries are free to non-commercial organisations. Items pertaining to 
commercial work, books and publications for profit can only appear as 
paid-for advertising. 

■ The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of submitted 
notices. 

■ Space does not allow us to accept more than one free insert. Any sub¬ 
sequent notice will have to be paid for at advertising rates. 


Calling Old Shipmates 


Roy John (Jock) Thomson: Jock, who 
served 1942-46 in LCF 25 and HMS Pique, 
would like to hear from old shipmates. Tet 
01344 623326. 

HMS Galatea 1984 -86: Greg Aspmall 
wants to hear Irom anyone on the Black Pig’ 
up to decommissioning. Also HMS Minerva 
1987 - were you on the trip to the Falklands. 
Chile (Rowlands Bar). Peru, Panama. 
Florida? Contact Greg on 0161 292 2244. e- 
mail: aspinallQourhouse65.fsnet.co.uk 

HMS Heron: Sheelagh Rowe is trying to 
find shipmates ol her husband. Stu Rowe, 
who was at HMS Heron 1993-95. in particu¬ 
lar Mark Buck' Taylor and Sean Rab 1 Butler. 
Buck moved on to Derritord Hospital and Rab 
went to Gibraltar. Any into to Sheelagh on 
01704 821280. e-mail SheetaghFtQaol.com 

HMS Royal Arthur Seeking old ship¬ 
mates, especially news of the following: 
Angus Moxey, joined HMS Royal Arthur 
January 1948 served Ocean and Glory. 
49/50. Also Frank Hook ham, same Med 
Fleet Contact Peter Robbie' Roberts, 
invalided 1951; e-mail peter.roberts30Qbtm- 
temet.com. tel: 01582 656660 

HMS Victory (now Nelson): Seeking a 
Chief Mech that Mike Bagsey' Baker served 


Having a reunion? 

Looking for an old chum? 

Call advertising... 
...we'll help you get in touch! 

023 9272 5062 


with in HMS Victory around 1971-72. His 
rank was CPO and his name was Stewart or 
Stuart Sweetman They were both members 
of the Victory small-bore rifle shooting team 
Any info to Mike on 020 8391 1406. e-mail: 
QuantraxMikeQaot.com 

TS Bicester/TS Alliance: Willesden and 
St Maryfebone Sea Cadet unit are trying to 
trace ex cadets from the unit’s beginnings in 
1942 to the present day Contact S/Lt (SCC) 
Nina Villa RNR, 35, King Arthur Court. 
Cheshunt, Herts EN8 8EH, tel: 07932 
877970 , e-mail: Tumip09Qhotmail.com 
HMS Glory: Peter Parsons seeks ex- 
HMS Glory men who were on board in the 
Mediterranean and Korea 1951. particularly 
Armourers on the Fireltys and Furys Peter 
has the complete day-to-day of all British/ 
Aussie earners dunng the campaign Contact 
Peter at 50. Kylie Ave, Ferny Hills. 
Queensland. Australia. e-mail: 
pet par 20Qyahoo.com.au 

HMS Ark Royal: Barry Lockyer is seeking 
contact with ex-CPO (O) Peter Burdett. last 
ship HMS Ark Royal 1973. last heard of in 
San Diego. 1980; wife Molly. Contact Barry 
Lockyer. PO Box 771376. Ocala FL 34477- 
1376. or e-mail hmeyQbikehder.com 

HMS Decoy. HMS Delight and HMS 
Rhyl, 1964-70 as apart Irom limited shore 
time for training. Ian Mortemore was always 
on board. HMS Decoy 1964-65 West Indies 
and return to UK. HMS Delight 1965-67, 
HSS and Far East, and HMS Rhvi 1967-70. 
HSS and West Indies Anyone who remem¬ 
bers Ian, please wnte to Coral Harbour, 
Nassau. Bahamas. AP 59073, or e-mail: 
nfsQbatetnet.bs 

HMS Jamaica and HMS Harrier: 

Sydney Otway is seeking past shipmates 
who may remember him, or who may have 
served in HMS Jamaica dunng 1955-57. He 
was on the ship tor nearly two years, and 
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Jamacia was involved in the Suez landings in 
November, 1956 Also anyone serving at 
HMS Harrier 1958-59, a shore-base radar 
station at Kete/Dale South Wales. He lived in 
MQs and was the Captain s Coxswain. Write 
to 53. Breckenridge St, Forster. 2428. NSW. 
Australia, e-mail sydneyQtsn.cc 

HMS Boxer: Greg Poole seeks 
POMEM(M) Tart Groves, who was in Boxer 
for the Onent *92 trip, and then the Field Gun 
crew ’94 Greg was POWEM (O). Wnte to 
Greg at 56. Balmoral Road. Northmead. 
NSW. 2152, Australia. or e-mail: 
thepools Qacay. com. au 

HMS Bulawayo: Ex-German Nordmark 
tanker; supply and prison ship. Ron 
Simmonds would like to hear from prisoners 
of war, German crew and Royal Navy crew 
members, all commissions. Contact Ron at 
21. Rectory Grove, Wickford. Essex SS11 
8EP. tel 01268 733778. 

HMS Amazon 1987-89: Ex-ROl John 
Cropper is seeking old shipmates trom this 
jaeriod with a view to a reunion. Contact John 
at JcropperQorange net. tel 07870 594342, 
or 56. Saltbum Rd. Wallasey. Cheshire 
HMS Collingwood: The HMS 
Collmgwood Association seeks the thou¬ 
sands who served at Collingwood Irom 1940 
to the present day. Contact Mike Crowe. 7, 
Heath Road. Lake. Sandown. Isle of Wight 
P036 8PG, or Ray Ellis, tel 01895 444750. 

John Merrill: Any members ol the 
Ordnance Artificer Apprentice special entry 
March 3. 1939. at Plymouth Naval barracks, 
contact John Merrill on 01383 739091 

Lesley Weston: Any shipmates, old and 
recent RN and RNR, ol Lesley, from Gillingham 
m Kent, contact Christine Sandmann at 26, 
Thomham Rd, Twydall, Gillingham ME8 6SG, 
e-mail goat868Qhotmail.com 

Nick (Sue) Lawley: Ex-ROl(G) Nick 
seeks old shipmates Irom his time in the 
Navy, 1983-89. He started at Raleigh, wnet 
to Mercury and his first ship was Fearless 


He then served in FOST commcen and fin¬ 
ished his time in HMS Bnstol Contact him at 
22, Gelderland Entrance. Stratton 6056, 
Western Australia, tel 06925 08053 

HMS Sheffield 1976-79: AB the 
LS(Sonar) Keith Jonah’ Jones joined lor the 
West Indies run in 1976. and wants to hear 
from anyone on the Shiny Sheff in those 
years Contact Keith at 92. Severalls Ave. 
Chesham. Bucks HP5 3EL. e-mail 
krj 4Qhotmail.com 

Tony 'Harry' Harrison: Ex-Navy boxer 
Tony joined the Navy in 1979 and left in 1996 
to be with his family in the United States. He 
was a LCH in HMS Chatham at the time, and 
also served in HMS Antelope in the 
Falklands War, Ardent. Cleopatra. Brave and 
Active ANyone who remembers him is asked 
to contact him at 2690 Joppa Road. Leader 
Heights. York, PA 17403. USA, or e-mail at 
tony.harrisonQcompaq.com, 
tharriso75Qhotmail.com, or 

Compaq 1106Qhome. com 

Kev Fearon: Any members ol Class 
Walker 11/1996 at HMS Raleigh are asked to 
get in touch with Kev Fearon by e-mail at 
Kevin.FearonQdatetdef.co.uk, or tel 01772 
325206 

Wren Marguerite: Gordon Richmond, 
then a Midshipman RNR. met a Wren named 
Marguerite on a train north in May 1943. He 
was heading to join HMS Renown in Fiosyth, 
and she was stationed near Leigh in 
Lancashire They met again a lew times, and 
Gordon now wonders what became of her. If 
anyone knows of Marguerite, contact Gordon 
at Melrose. Le Corbinez. St Peter’s. 
Guernsey Cl. GY7 9AR. tel 01481 264323. 

HMS Coventry (Falklands 1982): 
Anyone interested in a reunion on May 25. 
2002 7 Sam MacFarlane (RS) and Les Ketlett 
(POCK) are willing to make the arrange¬ 
ments Location possibly Chatham or 
London. Tel 01634 684817 or e-mail 
samQhneone.net 


Navy News Online carries updated reports and back¬ 
ground material, as well as a selection of articles from 
this edition of the paper. There is also a gallery of pho¬ 
tographs, some of which have not been published in the 
paper. Check the website at 

www.navynews.co.uk 


Navy News on tape 

Navy News is available free of charge on tape from 
Portsmouth Area Talking News for those with 
difficulty reading normal type. 

For more details, contact 023 9269 0851 and leave a 
message on the answerphone with a contact 
telephone number. No special equipment is required 
to play the tapes, which are standard 90-minute 
cassettes. 
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Edinburgh hits the tourist trail 




• HMS Edinburgh at anchor off South Georgia, from where her ship’s company made whistlestop tours of the island. 


• Remnants of the whaling industry at Grytviken, South Georgia. 


S AILORS in Scot¬ 
land's ‘capital ship' 
have made the best of 
unusually good weather to 
take a brief but dramatic 
tour of remote South 
Georgia. 

HMS Edinburgh, in the lat¬ 
ter stages of her Atlantic Patrol 
Tasking (South), spent a week 
patrolling the dependency, 800 


Navy acts on signals 
from communicators 


A NEW communications 
training strategy has 
been instigated by the 
Navy to meet the needs of the 
Fleet years into the future. 

Communications technicians 
(CFs) arc an important element in 
the continuous process of gather¬ 
ing intelligence from the airwaves 
- where we hear the crackle and 
hiss of static on our radios, CTs can 
extract valuable information. 

A new training centre has been 
built at HMS Collingwood, and at 
the same time came a new system 
for teaching new entry CTs their 
trade, introduced in September. 

On completion of eight weeks 
new entry training at HMS Raleigh, 
for the first time, all new entry CTs 
will attend the same 15-weck RN 
professional training course. 

The first Initial CT Professional 
courses began in C Facility at HMS 
Collingwood in October, and 
meant lhat CTs were embraced by 
the ethos and identity of the CT 
branch after just weeks in the Navy 
instead of years, as was the case. 

Changes in technology, 
global politics and defence 
roles have been reflected in 
the operational require¬ 
ments and profile of CTs 
over the past 20 years or so. 

Major changes occurred in the 
l ( )8()s to meet the manning 
requirements of CESM 
(Communications Electronic 
Support Measures) equipment 
within the Type 22 Batch 2 frigates. 

That equipment, configured and 
designed for use in Cold War con¬ 
ditions, is now being replaced by 
the more capable technologies. 

Fitting of the new state-of-the- 
art CESM equipment has recently 
commenced in the Type 22 Batch 
3s and a derivative of this may be 
procured for the Type 45 destroy¬ 
ers as well as the Future Surface 
Combatant. 

With the increasing importance 
of the maritime role of CTs within 
the Fleet, there had been concerns 
that the existing training regime 
was failing to fill the requirement. 

Morale and retention was 
becoming a big problem during the 
hiatus between paying off existing 
equipment and the introduction of 
newer CESM technologies. 

A recent visit by Flag Officer 
Training and Recruitment (FOTR) 
to Navy CTs on their tri-Servicc 
professional course at the Defence 
Special Signals School (DSSS) at 
Chicksands, Bedfordshire provid¬ 



• Lt Gareth Jones (white shirt, foreground; TNA, RNSETT) and 
CCCT Ken Dodd (standing; SCU) work with LCT Daly (nearest 
camera), POCT Plain and LCT O’Dell on board HMS Chatham to 
establish training needs for communications technicians. 


ed valuable feedback, and sparked 
a greater emphasis on completing 
an urgent review of CT training. 

The objective was to introduce 
new courses which would be 
underpinned by an analysis of cur¬ 
rent Fleet requirements, and the 
provision of early CT training with¬ 
in the RN environment. 

In order to assess the opera¬ 
tional performance, standards and 
conditions required of Leading 
CTs in the Fleet, a Training Needs 
Analysis (TNA) team was sent to 
Type 22 frigate HMS Chatham to 
work with their CTs for a week. 

The demands placed on the CT 
team, and the capabilities of new 
technology and equipment, were 
all carefully studied, and through 
systematic analysis the TNA iden¬ 
tified the most efficient and effec¬ 
tive training requirements for new 


equipment and capabilities. 

■ BAE Systems has been awarded 
one of several assessment phase 
study contracts to investigate 
options for improving RN high fre¬ 
quency (HF) communications. 

New techniques will have to 
meet NATO-mandated BRoadcast 
And Ship-to-Shorc (BRASS) stan¬ 
dards. allowing significant increas¬ 
es in data transmission at lower 
power outputs than at present. 

This will make the Navy system 
compatible with NATO allies, and 
will allow greater automation. 

I IF is the Navy’s primary 
beyond-line-of-sight medium for 
passing command and control 
information between shore bases 
and vessels cither not fitted with 
satellite technology or outside the 
footprints of satellites. 


miles south east of the 
Falklands in the Southern 
Ocean. 

In calm seas and glorious weath¬ 
er, the ship secured to the 
Admiralty buoy in Cumberland 
Bay off the abandoned whaling sta¬ 
tion of Grytviken. 

The ship's boats were used to 
replenish the resident British 
Antarctic Survey (BAS) team at 
King Edward Point, while the Lynx 
helicopter ferried stores to the 
remote BAS team at Bird Island. 

Once deliveries were completed, 
thoughts turned to sightseeing. 

With only 25 per cent of the 
ship’s company able to leave the 
ship at any time, because of the 
possibility of dramatic weather 
changes, a two-hour route was 
devised that allowed them to see 
the explorer Sir Ernest 
Shacklcton’s grave before moving 
on to see penguins, fur seals and 
elephant seals with new-born pups. 

A short walk in the mountains, 
often in snow drifts up to head 
height, preceded a toboggan slide 
back to Grytviken. 

After a tour around the disused 


whaling factory complex, aban¬ 
doned in the l%()s, the final stop 
was the museum and shop, run by 
two of Grytviken's four civilian res¬ 
idents. 

The BAS team were entertained 
on board the warship, and sailors 
from Edinburgh were given lunch 
and a tour of the facilities at King 
Edward Point. 

As the ship started her return 
journey to the Falklands, she made 
visits to bays further along the 
coast. 

S outh Georgia is the largest 
of the sub-Antarctic islands, 
with the longest period of 
continuous habitation and eco¬ 
nomic history. 

The crescent-shaped island, 
around 1(X) miles long and 20 miles 
wide, with a cold, cloudy and very 
windy climate throughout the year, 
was discovered in 1502 by Amerigo 
Vespucci, but not explored until 
Captain Cook landed in 1775, 
when he named it Isle of Georgia 
after King George III. 

Edinburgh had brought 
Falklands conservationist Dr 
Andrea Clausen to South Georgia. 


who had mixed feelings - she was 
awed by the stunning scenery and 
wildlife, but saddened by the relics 
of slaughter in the whaling stations. 

Capt Joe Gass, the 
Commanding Officer of the 
destroyer, said: “We have a very 
important task in patrolling South 
Georgia and maintaining a Royal 
Navy presence in the seas sur¬ 
rounding the island. 

“It has been a real privilege for 
us in Edinburgh to have had the 
opportunity to explore the island, 
and in particular Grytviken, and 
we now have many converts to the 
beauty and wildlife of the area who 
better understand the need to pre¬ 
serve this unique habitat." 

Edinburgh left Portsmouth in 
mid-May, and is scheduled to 
return home this month after oper¬ 
ating up to 7,(XXI miles from her 
base port. 

While cn route to Rio, on the 
passage home, the destroyer con¬ 
ducted exercises with the giant 
American carrier USS Nimitz off 
South America. 


= JjDJlLA UH1U! 

"GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE FOR HM FORCES PERSONNEL^ 



50TEXT MESSAGES PER MONTH 
600 MINUTES CAL L S 
HANDS FREE K I T 


ATHER CAS 


CAR HOLDER 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY! 


CALL NOW ON 0870 444 27 27 


SUBJECTTQ TERMS AND C O fM D IT I O INJ 3 


FREE NOKIA 3310 

AUTOMATIC ACCEPTANCE FOR HM FORCES PERSONNEL 

CALLS FROM 2P PER MINUTE - LINE RENTAL FROM £15 PER MONTH 


FREE 

FREE 


'600 mins of Off Peak Calls □ 

• Connection Worth £35 □ 

• Hands Free Kit • Leather Case □ 

• In Car Charge • Delivery □ 

• 2 FREE Fashion Fronts 

Free Text Messages on selected Tariffs 



COMMUNICATIONS 


free 0800 731 7811 

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS 




























































wwwjiavynews .co .uk 



NEWSVIEW 


China voyagers, 
past and present 

I N MOST books about exploration, Sanbao (also known as 
Zheng He) barely gets a mention. Yet in 1405 - nearly a cen¬ 
tury before Columbus and Vasco da Gama - he began a 
remarkable series of voyages at the behest of Yung-lo, the third 
Ming Emperor of China.* 

Between then and 1433 Sanbao made seven trips to “the 
Western Ocean" - south to Surabaya in eastern Java, through 
the Malacca Strait to ports on the coast of the Bay of Bengal, 
across the Arabian Sea to Hormuz, then penetrating the Red 
Sea as far north as Jeddah. 

He also doubled the Horn of Africa and coasted southwards 
- and in around 1420 may even have sailed around the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

These were full-blown expeditions. Sanbao commanded the 
largest fleet of exploration the world had ever seen - before or 
since - with over 200 ships of varying sizes and 27,000 men. 

His flagship, the Treasured Ship’, we are told, was 440ft long 
and bore nine masts and a dozen sails. Dead reckoning was 
his main means of navigation, but he was also guided by the 
stars, using a form of astro-navigation derived from the Arabic 
method known as Al Kemal. 

The Arab influence, together with native Chinese develop¬ 
ment, ensured that the Ming fleet was better equipped than any 
similar expedition that could be mounted in the West at this 
time, both in terms of technological ability and methodology 
and in the superior quality of its ships. (Chinese ships were the 
first to have rudders, watertight compartments, modern hull 
designs and stabilisers and their fore-and-aft rigged lug sails, 
unlike European square sails, could be handled by small crews 
working from the deck - there was never any need for them to 
go aloft) 

One of the world’s greatest maritime explorers and its first 
true admiral, Sanbao died at Calicut. India during his seventh 
voyage. His body was borne honourably home and buried at 
Nanjing. 

T hereafter, China largely failed to build on a promising start 
as a world-ranging maritime nation and settled instead for 
over 500 years of isolationism. So the visit to the UK by 
the Chinese destroyer Shen Zhen is a reminder both of how 
that attitude has lately changed, and of a distinguished, ancient 
maritime heritage. 

The warmth of the relationship between the First Sea Lord 
and Rear Admiral Wu Fuchun is clear from the photographs 
taken when they met at Portsmouth on the 52nd anniversary of 
the founding of the People s Republic. 

Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh, who called on the Shen Zhen at 
sea during a trip to China in June - said to be the first high 
ranking foreign officer to be so honoured - was encouraged by 
Admiral Wu’s views on the use of maritime forces in support of 
global stability. He noted the “huge significance" of the visit, as 
being the first time a task group had visited the UK from the 
Chinese homeland. 

Given a bit more time, Sanbao might have beaten them to it. 

* Much further back, in 218BC. the first Emperor of China. Qin 
Shihuang - now best known for his recently discovered extravagant 
tomb guarded by an army of 6.000 terracotta warriors - sent his great 
navigator Hsu Fu to search for the legendary ‘Blessed Isles’ in the North 
Pacific, where might be found the fruits that afforded eternal life to any¬ 
one (and to the Emperor in particular) who ate them. His two voyages - 
from the second of which he did not return - are mentioned in the Shiji, 
the classic of Chinese annals completed in 91BC by the eunuch Sima 
Qian. In 1993 Tim Severin tested the theory that Hsu Fu might have 
reached America by sailing a bamboo raft, maybe the true ancestor of 
the junk. 5.500 miles east out of Hong Kong. He was forced to abandon 
it just 1.000 miles from San Francisco - but he got far enough to prove 
it could have been done. - See The China Voyage by Tim Severin 
(Abacus £9.99). 


Royal Naval Division 
memorial is set to 
return to the centre 


S IR EDWIN Lutyens’ 
memorial fountain to 
the Royal Naval 
Division is to be moved 
back from the former Royal 
Naval College at Greenwich 
to its original site at Old 
Admiralty Building on 
Horse Guards. 

The fountain was unveiled in 
1925 - Winston Churchill 

spoke at the ceremony. During 
World War II it was dismantled 
and stored in order to prevent 
damage during the construc¬ 
tion of the new Citadel and was 
rededicated at Greenwich in 
1951. 

It bears an inscription by 
Rupert Brooke, who died on 
active service with the Hood 
Battalion, RND during the 
Gallipoli campaign: u Blow out 
you bugles over the rich dead. 
There's none of these so lonely 
and poor of old, but, dying, has 
made us rarer gifts than gold. 
These laid the world away; 
poured out the red sweet wine 
of youth; gave up the years to 
be of work and joy, and that 
unhoped serene, that men call 
age; and those who would 
have been their sons, they 
gave, their immortality. ” 

In addition to the crucial role 
of the Royal Navy at sea during 
World War I, there was a less 
well known but major participa¬ 
tion in the great struggle on 
land. More than 40 per cent of 
RN casualties were suffered, 
not at sea, but in the trenches 
by the sailors and Marines of 
the RND - yet they rarely made 
up more than ten per cent of 
the RN strength. 

The division attracted some 
interesting people, including 
poets and writers such as 
Brooke and A. P. Herbert, and 
brilliant scholars and musi¬ 
cians. Forced at an early stage 


to provide its own officers, the 
RND supplemented an existing 
cadre of high-calibre Royal 
Marines with officers promoted 
from within, including a very 
high proportion of men from 
the ranks. 

Every promotion, therefore, 
was based on merit, and as a 
result of performance in battle, 
and this contributed greatly to 
the quality of leadership. 

Two of its most illustrious 
leaders were Bernard Freyberg 
and Arthur Asquith. The former 
won the VC with the RND in 
1916, before promotion to 
Brigadier, while the latter, son 
of the Prime Minister, rose from 
temporary Sub Lieutenant 
RNVR to Commodore in just 
over three years. 

The men, many recruited 
from the north of England and 
Scotland, showed fierce esprit 
de corps and fighting qualities. 

During the course of the war, 
the RND changed from being 
’ Churchill’s private army" to a 
fully-integrated unit of the 
British Expeditionary Force, 
and from 1916 Army units were 
incorporated in it. 

Nevertheless, until the end, 
the majority of its battalions 
were manned by sailors and 
Marines and it retained its 
peculiarly Naval character. 
After returning from Gallipoli, 
the RND became an elite unit of 
the BEF and took a major part 
in all the principal actions on 
the Western Front. 

After the war the survivors 
raised the money for the 
memorial fountain to be erect¬ 
ed as part of the balustrade of 
the Old Admiralty Building and 
it was later moved to 
Greenwich. 

Now that Greenwich is no 
longer a naval establishment, a 
charity under the patronage of 
the Prince of Wales has been 
set up to move the memorial 


back to its original site in the 
ceremonial heart of the capital. 

All the necessary planning 
permissions have been 
obtained and it now remains to 
raise the money to move it - 
hopefully in the Spring of 2003 
- and pay for its maintenance 
in perpetuity. 


□ Donations may be sent to 
’The Royal Naval Division 
Memorial Charity’ (Charity 
Number 262717), c/o Lt Col A. 
J. F. Noyes, RM, Corps 
Secretary, HQRM, HMS 
Excellent, Whale Island, 
Portsmouth P02 8ER. 



• The Royal Naval Division memorial fountain at Greenwich 
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eping in touch during Exercise Saif Sareea and Operation Veritas 




• Above: RAF GR7 Harriers on the flight deck of HMS Illustrious. 

• Left: Members of the Royal Marines Band, Plymouth, rehearse on the deck of HMS Fearless. Members are 
deployed in their military role as medical support staff and ambulance drivers, but they have also had a heavy 
ceremonial schedule during various port visits. 


■ Communicating with deployed ships and units: 

Forces mail: Concessionary HM Forces Letter Rates apply, i.e. costs arc 
at UK Inland rates. Use of BFPO numbers is essential to speed delivery. 

E-mail: Use the Internet from home or from HIVEs, SAFABs or 
Community Centres. Ships’ addresses arc the BFPO 
n u m be r <&> no i ynet gtnet .gov.uk 

Aerograms or Blueys: lire cheapest and easiest way of writing to ships. 
Free from all post offices and SAFABs with details of postage as applicable. 

Electronic bluey: A cross between a letter and an e-mail. For further 
details see BFPO website nwJbfpojorg.uk or contact BFPO Customer Care 
Unit, tel 0X00 917 1510. 

Phonetex: A BT service similar to telegrams for messages to ships at sea. 
Phone 0X457 69797X for details. 

From ships and units: Free 20-minute telephone calls each week (for 
ships and units qualifying for the Operational Welfare Package/SCO I'/MFN- 
TOR-fitted ships). Pre paid cards may also be purchased from NCS/NAAF1. 

■ Information for families and Serving Personnel: 

Families Information Link Line (FILL): A regularly-updated recorded 
message telephone information line, updated by SAFAB from information 
provided by a ship or unit, which provides families with general details of a 
ship/unit’s deployment activities. Accessible 24 hours a day, charge 5<)p a 
minute. Ask your serving member or SAFAB (see below) for details of 
Linklinc number. 

Link Letter Scheme (LLS): The LLS enable details of ship/unit’s pro¬ 
gramme and general information to be rapidly disseminated by letter from 
deployed ships and units to family and friends at home. SAFAB despatch the 
information by post to addresses nominated by the serving person. All mem¬ 
bers of a unit are automatically included in the scheme unless they opt out. 
Remind your relative or friend to make sure they arc members of the scheme. 

RN websites: 

Royal Navy: hw. myaLnavy.mod.uk (click on Navy Life and Families). 
Families pages include: NPFS, Naval Supportline. Contacting Personnel, 
Sailors and Families Advice Bureau (SAFAB). Support in the Community. 
HIVEs, Short Term Families Accommodation and the RN/RM Families 
Association (RNRMFA). Click on Follow the Argonaut 2001 Deployment but¬ 
ton. which includes details of Exercise Saif Sareea, for access to Task Force 
Groups, Plot. Diary of events and Gallery, or click on individual ship pages 
for more details. 

RN and RM Reference: wwsoyal-navyjnodMkJreference (click on 
Families for access to the Families site, which also includes the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines Families Guide and links to other sites of current interest, 
eg Argonaut deployment. Operation Veritas. Exercise Saif Sareea, MOD- 
WEB and media briefs. 

Sailors and Families Advice Bureau (SAFAB): The RN/RM version of 
the Citizens Advice Bureau. It provides a wealth of information and advice 
across a broad range of service and civilian issues relevant to personnel and 
their families, including SAFAB information sheets. Sheet 5/1 contains 
detailed information on communicating with families. Contact telephone 
numbers during working hours arc: SAFAB Eastern (HMS Nelson) tel 023 
9272 4152/6158: SAFAB Western (HMS Drake) tel 01752 5696%; SAFAB 
Northern (Helensburgh) tel 01436 671674. Out of hours an answer phone ser¬ 
vice is available. 

Royal Navy and Royal Marines Families Guide: The guide was pro¬ 
vided to all serving RN/RM personnel for forwarding to their families in 
August this year. It is also given to all new entries and forwarded to new 
spouses. It contains a broad range of information, including detailed infor¬ 
mation on communicating with families and contact numbers of specialist 
organisations able to give comprehensive assistance and information. Further 
copies are available from SAFAB or see the RN Reference website for an E- 
version. 

■ Personal Support Services: 

Navy Personal and Family Service (NPFS): NPFS provides support to 
the RN, its personnel and their families in peacetime and war by helping pre¬ 
vent or reduce the effects of personal difficulties, especially those which arise 
as a result of Service life, in order to optimise the military capability of per¬ 
sonnel. NPFS offers a confidential and comprehensive social work service and 
proactive community service providing a link between serving personnel and 
their families in time of difficulty. Services include counselling, advocacy, 
advice for relationship problems, bereavement, debt advice, child care con¬ 
cerns. mental health, special needs, next-of-kin support for deployed person¬ 
nel, illness and pregnancy complications. Contact telephone numbers for 
main area offices are: NPFS Eastern Area (HMS Nelson) tel 023 9272 
2712/2713 (out-of-hours emergency 023 9272 6159); NPFS Western Area 
(HMS Drake) tel 01752 555041 (out-of-hours emergency 01752 555220); 
NPFS Northern area (Helensburgh) tel 01436 67279X (out-of-hours emer¬ 
gency 01436 674321). 

Royal Marines Welfare: RM Welfare is a unit-based service with dedi¬ 
cated Welfare staff, which provides similar support to that of NPFS. In the 
event of concern about serving personnel or an emergency at home, contact 
a member of the Welfare staff at the unit where he is serving. In the event of 
difficulty contacting unit welfare, contact 1IORM, 023 9254 76X4 (24 hours). 

Naval Supportline: A confidential and impartial listening and advice ser¬ 
vice for all RN and RM personnel and their families on any issue, which may 
be causing distress or crisis at home or at work. Rained civilian advisers will 
discuss in confidence with callers their concerns and identify possible sources 
of support or resolution where necessary. Advisers will take no direct action 
and callers can remain anonymous. Freefone 0X00 09 262X2, military 93X0 
262X2. Overseas call UK + +44 23 9272 62X2 and advisers will call you back. 
Midday to midnight, seven days a week. 

■ Emergencies: 

If there is an urgent need to contact a serving person - your spouse, for 
example, you may have reason to be worried about his or her well-being, or 
there is an emergency at home, such as a death or sudden serious illness of a 
close relative, of which you would wish him/her to be informed you should 
get in touch with the appropriate NPFS or RM Welfare Office, sec above. 

In times of distress, speed is important, but the Navy needs to know the 
FACTS before it can help. Ideally please ensure you have the following details 
to hand before telephoning: The serving person's name and initials, service 
number, where serving (including BFPO number if appropriate) and contact 
telephone number (if known). 

Security: Call the police, the MOD police or Naval Provost or RM Police 
if you see anyone behaving suspiciously, if you suspect your car or home show 
any signs of being tampered with (NB call police before touching anything) or 
if you believe that an event or activity you arc planning might cause special 
attention and carry particular risks. The nearest Naval or military establish¬ 
ment and the civilian police may also be of help if you arc in difficulty. 


•Mne Doran helps guard HMS Fearless with a machine gun as the ship passes through the Suez Canal. Picture lw(Phot) Chnstme wood 

Navy plays its part 


attracted most attention, coalition military plan¬ 
ners have a clear set of immediate and long¬ 
term objectives. 

In the short-term, or Phase 1, there arc four 
campaign objectives; 

■ To bring Osama bin Laden and other al- 
Qaeda leaders to justice 

■ To prevent bin leaden and al-Oaeda from pos¬ 
ing a continuous terrorist threat 

■ To ensure Afghanistan ceases to harbour and 
sustain international terrorism 

■ Assuming the Taliban will not hand over bin 
Laden, to persuade Afghan leaders to sever 
links with international terrorism. 

These objectives are to be met by isolating 
the Taliban regime from international support 
and using military strikes against bin Laden and 
al-Oaeda, by fragmenting the Taliban regime 
through military and political means so as to 
encourage opponents, by providing support to 
Pakistan, by building a wide international coali¬ 
tion, and by dealing with the growing humani- 

• Right: L/Bdr Jason Griffiths, of 29 Cdo 
Royal Artillery, serving with 3 Cdo Brigade 
Royal Marines, meets Geri Halliwell who, 
with Steps, staged concerts for the 
troops and sailors deployed on exercise 
to Oman. 


larian crisis. 

Wider objectives include: 

■ To attempt to eliminate the threat posed by 
international terrorists 

■ To deter states from supporting or harbouring 
international terrorist organisations 

■ The re-integration of Afghanistan into the 
international community. 

Afghanistan, a land-locked country of 26 mil¬ 
lion, is a poor country, heavily dependent on 
farming and livestock, and riven by more than 
20 years of war, including the Soviet occupation 
of nearly ten years in the 1980s when it is esti¬ 
mated that a third of the population fled, with 
Pakistan and Iran sheltering more than six mil¬ 
lion refugees. 


BRITISH military assets have played a 
small but significant role in the fight 
against terrorism which was launched with 
a hail of missiles on October 7. 


The Royal Navy’s two TLAM-equippcd T- 
boats, HMS Trafalgar and HMS Triumph, have 
launched cruise missiles on two occasions at the 
start of what is known to British military plan¬ 
ners as Operation Veritas. 

RAF Canberras and Tristar and VC 10 tanker 
aircraft have been involved in reconnaissance 
and in-flight refuelling, while the air base of 
Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean has been 
made available for air strikes. 

Other units may be called on, though that 
decision has not yet been made and exercises 
continue as planned - Defence Secretary Geoff 
Hoon has stated: “It is, of course, still possible 
that these current plans will have to be modi¬ 
fied.” 

A NATO force of warships, the Standing 
Naval Force Mediterranean - led by Type 22 
frigate HMS Chatham - was deployed to the 
Eastern Mediterranean in a show of coalition 
unity, and it may be ordered to provide direct 
protection to coalition units. 

Other offers of military assistance have 
already been received from Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, 

France, Germany, 

Italy and Spain, 
among others. 

Although the 
bombing of the al- 
Oaeda terrorist infra¬ 
structure in 

Afghanistan, includ¬ 
ing so-called terrorist 
training camps - and 
attacks on Taliban air 
defence systems has 
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Every one a winner: 


1* *Grey Funnel' won CPO(PHOT) Bernie Petterson the 
Digital Imaging Award in this year's Peregrine Trophy 
Competition. 


2. 42 Cdo RM hit the beach in Sierra Leone - part of the 
winning entry for the Royal Marines Portfolio delivered by 
the Director Corporate Communications (Navy) Photo¬ 
graphic Staff. 


3. 1 Crimson Tide* is the title of this view of HMS Vengeance, 
from the Peregrine Trophy winning portfolio of Flag Officer 
Scotland, Northern England and Northern Ireland staff. 


4. Also in FOSNNIs set was *A Right Royaf Parade 1 — a por¬ 
trait of the Princess Royal, 


5. LA(PHOT) Nigel Russell-Stevenson, also of FOSNNI 
staff, won the Open Competition with ‘Best Foot Forward', 


6. In the Personnel at Work section, POfPHOT) Jim Gibson 
scored with ‘Hands* ~ another scene from Sierra Leone, 
Jim, another DCC(N) staffer, also won the Navy News 
Trophy for his dramatic shot of HMS Monmouth that 
appeared on the front page of our September issue. 


7. The Agusta Westland Maritime Award went to LA(PHOT) 
Bradbury of 801 Sgn, for ‘Night Ops*, 
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■k Major talent spot in this year’s Peregrine Trophy competition 
k was north of the border - where Flag Officer Scotland, Northern 
England and Northern Ireland’s team won the Royal Navy 
Photographic Branch’s most prestigious award. 

The pictures, of which this is only a small selection, reflect the 
full scale of increasingly high-tempo RN activity, which last 
year saw no less than 12 live operations. 

The awards were presented at HMS President by the First Sea 
Lord, Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh. 
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Merchant 
shipping 
losses 
in detail 

DURING World War II, as in 
World War I, merchant ship¬ 
ping was Britain’s lifeline. 
Essential goods had to be 
brought across the oceans 
from Asia, Australia, Africa 
and America in merchant con¬ 
voys escorted by British and 
Commonwealth ships. 

Axis submarines, surface 
raiders and aircraft did their 
utmost to sink these vital convoys 
- and by tightening the noose on 
Britain’s Atlantic supply lines in 
particular, came close to winning 
the war. 

More of these ships - over 
1,4(X) in all were sunk - were lost 
to German, Italian and Japanese 
submarine attack than to all 
other causes combined. 

Using primary sources, Alan J. 
Tcnncnt has compiled a compre¬ 
hensive reference to this sad toll. 
British and Commonwealth 
Merchant Ship Losses to Axis 
Submarines 1939-1945 

(Sutton £25) provides a position 
tor each loss, cargo descriptions 
and tonnage, identity of the 
ship’s captain, number of crew, 
number of survivors, identity of 
the submarine responsible plus 
its ultimate fate. 

There are also details of 
Operation Deadlight, the dispos¬ 
al of U-boats by the Royal Navy 
at the end of the war. 


Festival captured in oils 



EDMAN O’Aivazian’s oil 
of the Internationa/ 
Festival of the Sea at 
Portsmouth this year 
was included in the 56th 
Annual Exhibition of the 
Royal Society of Marine 
Artists. 

The foreground of the 
painting is thronged with 
visitors and the USS 
Winston S. Churchill is 
shown behind them. 

Another American 
connection comes with 
USS New York and HMS 
Tiger in the Forth, 1918 
by Fellow of the 
American Society of 
Marine Artists Ian 
Marshall. 

USS New York was 
one of four American 
battleships sent to join 
the Royal Navy’s Grand 
Fleet to provide support 
for the naval blockade of 
Germany. 

The exhibition was 
held at the Mall 
Galleries. This year also 
sees a joint venture with 
the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution, who 
will have a selection of 
work from their own per¬ 
manent collection dis¬ 
played in the East 
Gallery, including works 
by W. L. Wyllie and 
Stanhope Forbes. 



The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children’s Fund 

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 

Registered Charity No. 1075015 


HISTORY 

Children of the Royal Naval Services have been 
supported for over one hundred years by the 
charitable funds, originally as orphanages but 
now 

in ways appropriate to present day needs, such 
as schools, homes, special needs establishments, 
holidays and in their own homes in times of 
family crisis. 

AIM 

The Royal Navy & Royal Marines 
Children's Fund 

formed from The RN & RM Children’s Trust 
and The RN & RM Children’s Home is the 
premier charily for providing charitable help to 
children of serving and ex-serving personnel of 
ihe Royal Navy, Royal Marines, The Queen 
Alexanda Royal Naval Nursing Service, the 
former Women's Royal Naval Serv ice and the 
reserves of these forces. 

Where children are in need , hardship 
or distress. 

The needs of children are paramount and 
help is provided when not available from 
family or statutoryr sources. 


HOW HELP IS 
ORGANISED 

The Trustees are mainly serving officers or 
other naval personnel together with civilian 
Trustees who bring experience in other fields to 
the problems encountered. 

consideration of every circumstance is therefore 
given swift and sympathetic attention by people 
who understand the difficulties of service and 
seafaring life. 

The RN & RM Children's Fund works closely 
with many charities dedicated to providing help 
to children. If the type of assistance falls 
outside the objects of the Fund, then the 
applicant will be referred to other charities with 
the object of creating a care package. 

Applications can be made at any time. Those 
seeking assistance can contact the office direct 
for an application form. 

Applications are also received from a number 
of sources such as the Naval Personnel and 
Family Service (NPFS), SSAFA/Forces Help, 
the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust (RNBT), the 
British Legion, as well as schtxds. Local 
Authorities, Health Visitors and many others. 


The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children’s Fund 

311 Twyford Avenue, Stamshaw, Portsmouth P02 8PE 

Applications and referrals should be made to: 

Mrs. M. A. Bateman or Mrs. L. Smith at the address above or by phone Tel: 023 9263 9534 



• Horatio Nelson, from a portrait by 
William Beechey, RA 


The best of 
Nelson - by 
others and 
by himself 


A S the Nelson Decade passes the half¬ 
way mark, the rash of books com¬ 
memorating the great man continues 
to spread. 

Now reissued are two of the most famous 
biographies - one of the first, Robert Southey’s 
The Life of Nelson (Constable £16.99), and, still 
one of the best, C.S. Forester’s Nelson (Chatham 
£18). 

Southey was a Poet Laureate, friend of 
Coleridge and Wordsworth - but his Nelson, pub¬ 
lished in 1813, is the work he is best remem¬ 
bered for. 

Its enduring popularity is explained by the fact 
that it achieves two aims - it provides a clear 
and concise account which could easily be 
absorbed by any young sailor ’till he has trea¬ 
sured it up ... in his memory and in his heart ”, 
as well as being a fitting literary monument to 
Britain's greatest Naval hero. 

It is also true that the most vivid accounts of 
historic events - if not always the most accurate 
- are those written closest to those they 
describe, and in this respect the book is a tri¬ 
umph. 

In his introduction to this reprint, Alan Palmer 
describes it as “a quintessential^ English peri¬ 
od piece, as much a Regency classic as Pride 
and Prejudice”. 

Forester’s Nelson first came out in 1929, fully 
ten years before he began his Hornblower series 
that Nelson’s life and times inspired. 

This was the most perceptive account to date. 
He brings the man alive and, as a student of 
human nature, is able to understand the contra¬ 
dictions and peculiarities of his character. 

What comes across most strongly is the sheer 
force and vigour of his personality. As Tom 
Pocock, now regarded by many as the leading 
Nelson authority, has said: “Just how great 


Nelson and C. S. Forester were as commander 
and writer is shown when both come together in 
the latter's study of the former... this long-lost 
biography glitters with the sharp-edged intelli¬ 
gence of the two men. It is essential reading for 
admirers of both.” 

Nelson himself contributes with Nelson Speaks 
(Chatham £18), a collection of his writings 
assembled and analysed by Joseph F. Callo. 

Nelson wrote a fragment of autobiography, but 
what we have here is an examination of com¬ 
pelling excerpts from his private letters and dis¬ 
patches. He sums up his attitude to seapower in 
a letter written from HMS Victory near Cape 
Trafalgar a few days before the battle to his 
friend Sir George Rose, vice president of the 
Board of Trade: “It is, as Mr Pitt knows, annihila¬ 
tion that the Country wants, and not merely a 
splendid Victory of twenty-three to thirty-six, - 
honourable to the parties concerned, but 
absolutely useless in the extended scale to bring 
Buonaparte to his marrow-bones: numbers only 
can annihilate.” 

One of the most important changes in sea 
power during Nelson's time was the way 
naval battles were perceived. Previously, they 
rarely involved the total defeat of the loser. 

Towards the end of the 18th century that 
changed, and Nelson was arguably the primary 
instrument of the new attitude. 

At the Battle of the Nile both his combat doc¬ 
trine and tactics were shaped to wipe out the 
opponent, and the French fleet was very deci¬ 
sively defeated. At Trafalgar the approach and 
result were similar. 

This change in how naval battles were per¬ 
ceived was shared by both Nelson and Britain’s 
political leaders at Whitehall - itself a notewor¬ 
thy example of agreement between the two. 
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I NVITED to a preview of Shac/c/e ton's Antarctic 
Adventure, the latest film in the programme offered by 
London’s IMAX cinema, Navy News Editor Jim Allaway 
took along one of the famous explorer’s biggest fans, 
92-year-old Harrison Beavers. 

Harrison is registered blind - he suffers from macular degener¬ 
ation and has only peripheral vision - so he wasn’t expecting to 
take in much more than the soundtrack. 

But the experience was literally an eye opener for him: “It was 
amazing - I could see all of it,” he said. “Normally I can only pick 
out things on either side, nothing straight ahead. It’s the opposite 
of tunnel vision - but the funny thing was, I could view the whole 
frame, and the detail was fantastic.’’ 

The British Film Institute's IMAX screen opposite Waterloo 
Station is the biggest in the country - more than 20m high and 
26m wide. It is also concave, so viewers have the feeling of being 
transported into the film. 

And the actual film used - called 15-perforation 70mm film - is 
ten times the size of the 35mm film used in conventional cinemas, 
which means it captures and holds ten times the information, pro¬ 
ducing a crystal clear image. 

Shackleton’s Antarctic Adventure tells a big story, too - per¬ 
haps the most astonishing in all the history of exploration. 

Shackleton and his 27 companions set sail from South Georgia 
in December 1914 in an attempt to complete the first crossing of 
the Antarctic. Six weeks into the journey, the expedition was 
stranded with no means of contacting the outside world while 
their ship, the Endurance , was slowly crushed in the heavy pack 
ice. 

With meagre food and clothing, Shackleton and his men spent 
the next two years fighting for survival in one of the harshest envi¬ 
ronments on Earth. The finale of this involved an 800 mile journey 
from Elephant Island to South Georgia, made by Shackleton and 
five others in the ship’s lifeboat, the 22ft James Caird , in a last des¬ 
perate bid for rescue. 

In a cruel twist of fate, they landed on the wrong side of the 
island and faced a 26-mile trek across uncharted mountains and 
glaciers before reaching safety. When they returned to Elephant 
Island on August 30, 1916 - after three failed attempts - they 
found all safe. Not a single life had been lost. 

In the film - which incorporates original footage from the expe¬ 
dition from the 1919 movie South , painstakingly restored by the 
BFI in 1998 - world-class mountaineers Stephen Venables, 
Conrad Anker and Reinhold Messner reenact the climb, paying 
homage to Shackleton's skills and accomplishment. Messner - in 
1990 the first man to cross Antarctica on foot - said: 
“Shackleton’s story would not be possible in our time. I think 
experiences like this are not even imaginable.” 

• Above right: a scene from Shackleton's Antarctic Adventure 
featuring the epic voyage in the lames Cairo with (inset) the origi¬ 
nal at the moment of launch. Right: Sir Ernest Shackleton. 
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Shackleton writ large 


ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


Spielberg dreams up 
a watery wonderland 


P tiRMAPS the greatest compliment you can 
pay to Al (Artificial Intelligence) is to say 

that for the most part it's quite impossible 
to predict what is going to happen next. 

The film is set several decades into the future, 
when advances in robotics have allowed a couple 
with a terminally ill son to buy, as substitute and 
consolation, a lifelike but artificial little boy, David, 
programmed to love them unreservedly. 

But then the real son unexpectedly recovers, so 
David, now surplus to requirements, is quietly 
abandoned in the countryside . . . and the bulk of 
the movie - part fairy tale, part horror story - 
details his, or its, adventures in the brave new world 
which the film makers have imagined. 

As you would expect from a project which origi¬ 
nated with the late Stanley Kubrick and which was 
inherited and reshaped by Steven Spielberg, it's full 
of wonders. 

Perhaps the most breathtaking of these comes 
towards the end of the picture, when David's 
odyssey takes him to a submerged New York - the 
consequence of melting Polar ice caps - and wc 
pass through the crumbling underwater metropolis, 
en route to the final destination of the Coney 
Island funfair, where shoals of fish dart around the 
Ferris wheel, and eddies and currents gently sway 
the attractions of this transformed Wonderland. 


The powerful hold on the imagination exerted by 
the undersea world and those human artefacts that 
have found their way down into it was strengthened 
by the discovery of the Titanic wreck in 1985. 

The National Geographic Society has released a 
whole series of videotapes on the locating and 
exploration of the “superstar” wrecks - the 
Bismarck, the Lusitania, tnc Graf Spec etc. 

But even the most sternly factual of documen¬ 
tary-makers can sometimes be carried away by the 
romantic, poetic side of the subject. 

The Frenchman Jacqucs-Yvcs Cousteau, for 
example, in his 1957 classic The Silent World tem¬ 
porarily suspended his scientific approach while his 
cameras explored the remains of a torpedoed 
freighter, and Cousteau handed over the commen¬ 
tary to an actress, who delivered a moving elegy for 
the lost ship and her crew. 

In fictional film making, of course, Al*s engulfed 
Coney Island has many precedents. A couple of 
years ago, the thriller hi Dreams opened with a 
scene in which police divers searched for a murder 
victim in the abandoned buildings of a flooded 
township - a mesmerising sequence, especially 
compared with the routine serial-killer shenani¬ 
gans which followed. 

But Al, it must be said, manages to present a 
whole range of fascinations in addition to its watery 
ones. 


into the Second World War. the late 1950s and 60s, through to the Falklands 
campaign and into the Indian Navy where the last Hermes serves as INS 
Viraai. There arc 137 photographs, including seven in colour and a foreword 
hy Rear-Admiral K. A. Snow, the Hermes' last commanding officer. 
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Pension proposals 
fail to pass muster 



• John Luxton. 


John gains 
his century 

NAVY veteran John Luxton has 
just celebrated his l(H)th birthday. 

John, who was in ships torpe¬ 
doed in both World Wars, as well 
as being in the thick of things in 
actions against the Russian 
Bolsheviks, in Palestine and 
against Chinese high seas pirates, 
notched up his century on 
September 21. 

Although not as mobile as he 
used to be. John managed to get to 
this year’s reunion of the battle¬ 
ship HMS Nelson in May from his 
home in Buckinghamshire. 

Among the ships he served in 
were cruiser HMS Endymion, tor¬ 
pedoed in the Med during World 
War I, battleship HMS Monarch, 
in which he saw the surrender of 
the German warships to Admiral 
Beatty, destroyer HMS Sturdy, 
and light cruiser HMS Durban. 


THE ROYAL Naval Asso¬ 
ciation has highlighted 
“fundamental flaws” in pro¬ 
posed changes to compen¬ 
sation arrangements and 
the Armed Forces Pension 
Scheme. 

These will apply to future 
Servicemen and women, but 
present Servicemen and 
women will have the right to 
opt in if they wish. 

Invited by the Defence 
Committee of the House of 
Commons to submit written 
evidence on the proposals, the 
RNA fired off a salvo of com¬ 
ments which they believe arc 
hard-hitting - but constructive. 

The RNA. with more than 450 
branches in the UK and abroad, 
and a membership of more than 
36,000, claims to be about four per 
cent of the constituency of men 


and women who fought in the 
Naval Service in World War II. 

In a statement summarising the 
Association’s views, the RNA said 
the belief that underpins their 
response is that people who served 
in the War, the Falklands, the Gulf 
and the Balkans risked their lives 
for their country and to preserve 
democracy. 

In return, there should be fair 
compensation to the victims of 
conflicts, a principal which applies 
equally to the Servicemen and 
women of today and the future. 

The compensation review, in the 
opinion of the RNA, “fails to 
recognise the special status of war 
pensioners and war widows. 

“Indeed, it insults that status by 
comparing injuries received as a 
result of service to those received 
by civilians/those injured in crimi¬ 
nal activities.” 

In this respect, according to the 
summary, “tnc Review is funda¬ 
mentally flawed.” 


The RNA also point out: 

■ Proposed compensation levels 
are too low 

■ There is no mention of index¬ 
linking 

■ It would be “very wrong” to pay 
a lump sum as compensation for 
lost earnings as opposed to an 
income stream - and the statement 
does welcome a proposal to have a 
guaranteed income stream. 

■ There is no mention of the con¬ 
tinuation of the War Pensioners’ 
Welfare Service, aftercare welfare 
service, or of priority treatment in 
the NHS for war pensioners for 
their acknowledged disabilities. 

■ There is also no mention of the 
Inheritance Tax Concession given 
for those killed in action or who 
die later as a result of war wounds. 

Turning to the Armed Forces 
Pension Scheme, there is concern 
that publicity about the current 
system refers to a full pension 
including gratuity which is worth 
of the individual’s rate of pay. 

The new scheme will, according 
to the statement, give only 62.5 per 
cent of final pay - and the shortfall 
is “unsatisfactory, particularly 
when compared to other nations, 
for example the Netherlands.” 

It continues: “There is no recog¬ 
nition of the increased hazards of 
Service life in the proposed levels 
of awards which appear to com¬ 
pare poorly with other public sec¬ 
tor employees. 

“Once again, the underlying phi¬ 
losophy behind the review is fun¬ 
damentally flawed.” 

The statement concludes: “The 
British Armed Forces are second 
to none. If either of these two 
reviews is accepted, they will not 
contribute to the continuation of 
this. 

“In summary, the Compensation 
Review and the Armed Forces 
Pension Scheme fails to achieve 
the key objective of ensuring that 
those Servicemen and women of 
the future arc as well looked after 
as those of the present and past." 

■ The number of War 
Disablement pensions paid fell by 
1().(KX) in the year to June 2(H) 1, 
according to figures released by 
the Defence Analytical Services 
Agency. 

The total dropped from 239,(HX) 
to 229,(MK), while the the number of 
War Widows also fell, from 53,000 


Service for Don 


SEVEN standards were paraded 
at the funeral for Don Spiers, hon¬ 
orary secretary of Gloucester 
branch, who died at the age of 70. 

St Stephen’s Church, Glouces¬ 
ter, was packed by former mem¬ 
bers of the Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines and Army for the service. 

A Royal Marines bugler played 
the Last Post. 

The congregation then returned 
to the Gloucester RNA club, 
where a toast took place in honour 
of Don, who was also honorary 
secretary of the RMA, and a mem¬ 
ber of the local RBL branch. 


to 52.1XX). 

More than SO per cent of dis¬ 
ablement pensioners have pen¬ 
sions awarded at the 50 per cent 
rate or less, with the largest group 
being those at the 20 per cent level. 

Less than five per cent receive 
the 1(H) per cent disablement rate. 

The overall average weekly 
amount of war disablement pen¬ 
sion and associated supplementary 
allowances is £60.43, while the 
average weekly amount received 
by war widows is £169.03 

Veterans forum 

THE FIRST Veterans’ Plenary 
Forum took place on 16 October, 
chaired by Dr Lewis Moonie, 
Veterans’ Minister. 

Its aim was to hear views on the 
status of the ex-Scrvicc communi¬ 
ty and it will seek to make real 
improvements to the lives of veter¬ 
ans, whether from the World Wars 
or from more recent operations. 


THE MYSTERY ship shipping it 
green in our September edition 
was HMS Diomede. 

The winner of our £50 prize 
for identifying the frigate was 
Richard O’Connor, of Daventry. 

This month s mystery ship, 
like last month’s, would be 
familiar to tiffies in training, 
and she also mounted a one-off 
armament variation. 

Which ship is she? The cor¬ 
rect answer wins another £50. 


Legion in 
drive for 
‘fairness’ 

THE ROYAL British Legion is 
launching a campaign to help 
bring about the end of the “post¬ 
code lottery” of war pensions and 
local authority benefits. 

The RBL has the London bor¬ 
ough of Bromley in its sights after it 
emerged that technical errors in 
processing benefit claims could lead 
to a council review of procedures. 

Bromley is one of only six local 
authorities in the country which 
does not totally disregard war pen¬ 
sions when calculating housing 
benefit and council tax rebates. 

While the majority of authori¬ 
ties disregard the pension entirely, 
Bromley disregards £10 - the min¬ 
imum laid down by Government. 

The RBL contends that war 
pensions are not state benefits, but 
compensation payments for 
Service-related illness or injury. 

Tom House, RBL Head of 
Pensions, said: “The vast majority 
of local authorities disregard war 
pensions entirely, so these varia¬ 
tions between authorities result in 
nothing less than a postcode lot¬ 
tery. It’s just not fair.” 

The Legion’s long-term aim is 
to replace the current system with 
a new nationwide policy deter¬ 
mined by Government, ensuring 
war pensioners arc treated equally 
wherever they live. 


Complete the coupon and send it to 
Mystery Picture. Navy News. HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Coupons giving 
correct answers will go into a prize draw 
to establish a winner. 

Closing dale for entries is December 
10. More than one entry can be submitted, 
but photocopies cannot be accepted. Do 
not include anything else in your enve¬ 
lope: no correspondence can be entered 
into and no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in our 
January edition. The competition is not 
open to Navy News employees or their 
families. 



• The Royal Naval Association Christmas card this year features Swiftsure-class submarine 
HMS Sceptre and Type 23 frigate HMS Marlborough. 

Submarine featured on 
RNA Christmas card 


THIS year’s Royal Naval Association 
Christmas card pays tribute to the Silent 
Service in its centenary year. 

The card, which is part of a carefully- 
selected series over the years, features 
Swiftsure-class attack submarine HMS 
Sceptre and Type 23 frigate HMS 


Marlborough. 

The cost of a pack of ten cards with 
envelopes is £3.50. 

Orders with cheques should be sent to 
RNA Headquarters at 82, Chelsea Manor 
Street, London SW3 5QJ, telephone 020 
7352 6767, or fax 020 7352 7385. 



Naval Quirks 

IT'S JUST COM E TO 
LIGHT THAT HITlER 
PLANNED A 120,000 
TON BATTLESHIP WITH 
/MASSIVE 20" SUNS.. 


20 INCHES? 
WHAT'5 THAT 
IN METRIC? 



MYSTERY PICTURE 81 

Name. 

Address. 


My answer 











































Standards paraded at Menin Gate 
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• Members of Peterbor¬ 
ough branch , along with 
representatives of 16 ex- 
Service associations, 
attended the dedication of 
16 memorial stones in the 
town’s Central Park. The 
event, organised by the 
Royal British Legion, was 
attended by the Lord 
Lieutenant of 

Cambridgeshire, Mr 
James Crowden, the 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 
Pictured with one of the 
stones are S/Ms Les 
Harbour and Bud Abbott. 
The stones came from 
India. 

I_ I 

Swindon 

celebrates 

anniversary 

SHIPMATES turned out in 
strength for the dedication of the 
new Swindon branch standard on 
an occasion which coincided with 
the 25th anniversary of the 
branch. 

The service, in St Mark’s 
Church, was attended by the 
president of the RNA, Vice 
Admiral John McAnally, the 
president of Area 6, S/M Nobby 
Clark, and branch president Rear 
Admiral Nicholas Wilkinson. 

The Chaplain of the Fleet, the 
Vcn Simon Golding, preached 
the sermon. 

Forty standards were paraded 
at the march-past, at which 
Admiral McAnally took the 
salute. 

The ceremonies over, ship¬ 
mates and guests attended a 
function in the TA Centre, a 
memorable occasion for S/M 
Frankie Fowler, founder member 
and branch secretary for 25 years. 

In recognition of her unstint¬ 
ing work for the branch, Frankie 
was presented with a framed 
commendation and a gold neck¬ 
lace and bracelet. 


Aquitaine 

The ‘entente cordial* between 
members of the branch and their 
‘oppos’ of the AM MAC, the 
French equivalent of the RNA, 
grows in strength. 

Joint functions are shared with 
members of Villencuvc, Bergerac 
and Lilande branches, which will 
be represented at the branch 
Trafalgar Day lunch, attended by 
Capt Allan Adair RN, Naval 
Attache in Paris. 

The branch, which commis¬ 
sioned 18 months ago, now boasts 
65 members, some from as far 
afield as Mont St Michel. 

A welcome is extended to new 
members and RNA visitors in the 
area, and ships visiting Bordeaux - 
the last one was Type 22 frigate 
HMS Coventry earlier this year. 

Members meet for lunch on the 
second Wednesday, and those keen 
to join them should contact Ken 
Napier on 0033 5 53 01 72 80, or 
Don Pike on 0033 5 53 22 46 32. 

Derby 

On the invitation of branch pres¬ 
ident Cdr Simon Middlcmas RN 
and his wife Judith, branch mem¬ 
bers and their wives, with those of 
the Derby Submariners 
Association, headed north for a 
barbecue in the Middlemas home 
in Scrabstcr, Caithness. 

It was an occasion enjoyed by 
all, followed next day by a tour of 
the Vulcan Naval Reactor at 
Dounreay, conducted by Cdr 
Middlemas, Naval Superintendent 
of the establishment, and Lt Cdr 
Mark Prince. 

Before the visitors returned 
home they enjoyed an informal 
social evening in the Thurso Royal 
British Legion club. 

Cdr Middlcmas became branch 

f resident and vice president of the 
ocal Submariners Association 
when serving as Naval Liaison 
Officer at Rolls-Royce Marine 
Power, Derby, and continues to 
take a ken interest in the ex- 
Scrvice associations within the city. 

Havant 

The chairman and members of 
the branch extended a warm wel¬ 
come to their new president, Cllr 
David Farrow, Mayor of Havant 


and a former sergeant-major in the 
Royal Marines, who said he was 
honoured and delighted to be 
invited to take on this office. 

His acceptance was gratifying 
for S/M Derek Kennard, the 
branch secretary, who had worked 
hard to get him on board. 

Bletchley 

Blctchley branch rededicated its 
standard at the Church of St 
Mary’s in August. 

A total of 28 standards, includ¬ 
ing five representing areas, were 

f >aradcd at the event, some travel¬ 
ing long distances to be there. 

The parade which followed the 
service was led by the band of TS 
Warrior, and headed to the 
Bletchley headquarters and club 
for a buffet lunen, provided by Mrs 
Gascoyne. 

Those who helped make such a 
success of the day - including the 
local police and the Sea Cadet unit 
from TS Invincible - were reward¬ 
ed with good weather as the threat¬ 
ening storm clouds rolled away. 

The parade was inspected at 
headquarters by club president 
Vice Admiral Sir Norman King. 

Bromley 

If the branch ends the year in 
buoyant mood, it is largely due to 
good fortune, an increase in mem¬ 
bership and enjoyable outings to 
Chatham and Maidstone branches. 

The tide turned when the Mobil 
Oil Company made the branch a 
donation of £500 which enabled it 
to upgrade furniture in their meet¬ 
ing-place, TS Narvik Sea Cadet 
unit. 

This was followed by a lottery 
grant of £1,500 which meets the 
travel expenses of members 
attending dclegates/conference 
meetings. 

The branch welcomes new 
recruits and meets on the first 
Friday at 2000 at TS Narvik, 
Bromley Common. 

Further details are available 
from S/M Bob Puttick on 020 8462 
4184, or S/M D. Ward on 01689 
871699. 

Number 4 Area 

By kind permission of the 
Commanding Officer, Cdre Laurie 


• The Birmingham RNA and Nautical Club standards are parad¬ 
ed at the Menin Gate in Ypres., Belgium 


THE BIRMINGHAM branch 
of the Royal Marines 
Association have paraded 
their standard at the Last 
Post ceremony at the 
Menin Gate in Ypres in 
Belgium. 

Bearers Brian Boyce and 
John Bessant paraded the 
Association standard and 
one from the Nautical Club 
in Birmingham; Wilf Severn 
read the Exhortation, John 
Cook laid the wreath, the 
other John Cook did the 
escort, and Alan Reed 
organised the trip. 

A cheque was handed to 
the Last Post Association 
to help keep this moving 
ceremony alive. 


The Royal 

residential & nursing 


A fine, newly modernised home near Chatham for 
former Sailors, Royal Marines, their wives and 
widows 


Pembroke House offers the highest 
standards of care, first class accommodation, 
an extensive programme of activities and 
a very friendly atmosphere - all at a 
competitive cost. For further information 
please contact the General Manager, 
Pembroke House. 


The RNBT also gives financial grants to 
serving and ex-serving RN ratings, RM 
other ranks and their dependants (the 
'RNBT Family') to help them in a wide 
variety of circumstances. For advice and 
assistance please contact the Welfare 
Controller at RNBT Headquarters. 


PEMBROKE HOUSE 


General Manager, Pembroke House, 

11 Oxford Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 4BS. 

Tel: 01634 852431 Fax: 01634 281709 
e-mail: pembrokehouse@rnbt.org.uk 
web site: www.mbt.org.uk 

RNBT HEADQUARTERS 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 

311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, P02 8PE. 

Tel: 023 9266 0296 Fax: 023 92660852 

email: rnbt@mbt.org.uk web site: www.rnbt.org.uk 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

SUPPORTING THE RNBT FAMILY’ 
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Golden dinner for 
50 unbroken years 


THE DORKING branch of 
the RNA, formed in West 
Street, Dorking, on August 15, 
1951, has spent the past 18 
months raising funds to cele¬ 
brate their golden jubilee. 

Still very active, the branch held 
a grand dinner and dance at 
Denbics Wine Estate, at which 
Capt Bob McQueen RN, General 
Secretary of the RNA, and his wife 
were guests of honour. 

The 150 guests were piped in 
with the traditional bosun’s pipe 
call of ‘Hands to dinner’, at which 
they sat down to a three-course 


meal. 

A parade of standards took 
place, by Woking branch, just prior 
to the meal. 

The first toast was to the RNA, 
proposed by secretary Fred 
Thorogood, with the reply by Capt 
McOuecn. who then proposed a 
toast to the Dorking branch. 

The reply was by Bill Best, trea¬ 
surer of the branch, and the guests 
were toasted by social secretary 
Derrick Groves, answered by Roil 
Fraser of the Woking branch. 

After the speeches came ‘Up 
Spirits’ on the bosun’s pipe, fol¬ 
lowed by ‘Splice the mainbrace*. 


Towards the end of the evening, 
Woking branch carried out the cer¬ 
emony of sunset, when the stan¬ 
dards were carried out. and the 
ensign lowered. 

Capt McQueen presented the 
branch with a certificate marking 
50 years of unbroken service. 

Dancing continued until lam. 
and a grand raffle was drawn, with 
pri7.es donated by members of the 
RNA, and by businesses and shops 
from the town. 

The branch has expressed its 
thanks to Dcnbies Wine Estate, 
and to the shops and businesses 
which have supported the RNA. 


Brokenshire, the new area stan¬ 
dard was dedicated at HMS 
Raleigh at a service conducted by 
the chaplain of Raleigh, Rev Ned 
Kelly, and attended by the 
Gunnery Officer and his Parade 
staff. 

The new standard was carried by 
area standard bearer S/M Malcolm 
Day. of the Chard branch, and 
escorted by S/Ms David White, the 
national council member of the 
area, and Mick Arnold, secretary. 

At the ‘Up Spirits’ following the 
parade, S/M Jim Patterson, the 
area ceremonial officer who organ¬ 
ised the event, was presented with 
a pace stick in recognition of all his 
hard work. 

Cheltenham 

Next year marks the 60th 
anniversary of the loss of HMS 
Legion,a Laforey-class destroyer 
which was bombed and sunk while 
berthed at Malta in 1942. 


As the town’s adopted wartime 
ship, the branch will mark the 
anniversary with a remembrance 
and dedication service in March 
next year, and would like to contact 
survivors and next of kin of those 
lost in the Legion to attend the cer¬ 
emonies 

They would also like to invite 
survivors and next of kin of those 
lost in the armed merchant cruiser 


Rajputana (sunk by U-boat on 
April 13, 1941), HMS Cossack 
(sunk by U-boat on October 28, 
1941) and HMS Ark Royal (sunk 
by U-boat on November 13, 1941). 

Further details are available 
from S/Ms Jim Swain 01242 23541, 
e-mail nj_swain@hotmail.com , or 
Bob Wheatley on 01242 224192, e- 
mail navalairman@robert-antho- 
ny. freeserve. co. uk 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


NEW . PART 12...E.INDtES/BRmSH PACIFIC FLEETS... (3rd PHASE) 
Trinco, Sydney. Manus. Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of all surviving 
RN archive film, including colour, this 3rd Phase video continues the epic story 
of both these fleets All other episodes still available. Part 9 Op.Neptune 
(D-Day period) Part 8 Op.Torcn. Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys. 
Part 6 Perilous Waters (action in the Atlantic) Part 5 Tragedy & Triumph 
[Bat. of N.Cape) down to and incl. Part 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mins. 
Price UK £21.90 post paid. Elsewhere add £3.05. For multiple orders large 
discount available. Full details of this & all programmes send SAE. 


N.V.T.C. BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N.YORKS Y019 6JH (01904) 728239 


Pembroke House 


Around the Branches 
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The Royal British Legion is 
dedicated to help serving 
and ex-servicemen and women 
and their families... 

...1,000 people are helped to 
visit war graves every year 

...over 300,000 calls for help 
are answered every year 

...54,000 people are helped 
with war pensions every year 

...5,000 people are helped with 
a stay in our homes every year 


...100,000 visits are made each 
year to the housebound or 
those in hospital. 


If you would like to join 
The Royal British Legion, 
know more information 
or make a donation please 
call 08457 725 725. 
Alternatively, visit our 
internet site 

www.britishlegion.org.uk 

Reg. Charity No. 219 279 


THE ROYAL BRITISH 

LEGION 
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40 years ago 

HMS Leopard was despatched at speed to 
Tristan da Cunha in the middle of the South 
Atlantic to salvage equipment and personal pos¬ 
sessions of islanders evacuated following the 
eruption of the volcano. The frigate’s most 
unpleasant task was the destruction of the dogs, 
which had to be taken to nearby Nightingale Island 
and shot. Only two puppies were spared - 
inevitably christened ‘Tristan’ and ‘Cunha’ - to be 
cared for on board. Left behind were 450 head of 
cattle, sheep and donkeys, for which there were 
adequate supplies of grass and water, and the 
island’s population of cats which would keep down 
numbers of rats. 

30 years ago 


JENNY and her famous side party spent a day on 
board the Leander-class frigate HMS Danae. One 
of the most popular figures around HMS Tamar, 
responsible for painting Hong-Kong based and 
visitina ships since 1928, she came at the invita¬ 
tion of the ship’s commanding officer, Capt R. S. 
McCrum, who was dismayed to learn that she had 
not been to sea in anything bigger than a sampan 
since 1960, when she sailed in the cruiser HMS 
Belfast. 

20 years ago 


Belize guardship HMS Ariadne played a major 
role in the celebrations which marked the inde¬ 
pendence of the colony. Prince and Princess 
Michael of Kent attended a service of thanksgiving 
in the cathedral and the ship provided street liners 
along the Royal route from Government House 
and a Royal Marines escort for the new Belizean 
flag. 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the November 
headlines of past decades ... 


• *Jenny ’ - Mrs Ng Muk-kah, BEM - with Lt 
Ian McClure on board HMS Danae. 


Appointments 


Commodore A. M. Massey 

to HMS Campbeltown as 
Commanding Officer on 
September 14. 2001. 

Capt C. R. Style to be pro¬ 
moted Rear Admiral and to be 
Capability Manager (Strategic 
Deployment) in succession to 
Rear Admiral R. G. J. Ward on 
June 25, 2002. 

A/Cdr l T. Roberts to HMS 
Triumph as Commanding 
Officer on December 7, 2001. 

Capt C. J. Gass to HMS 
Dryad as Captain on January 
15 , 2002 . 


WO(MEA) Samuel J. C. McKnight. HMS 

Neptune. September 15. 


S. J. Clinton, ex-LWTR. Ships include 
Sheffield and Ark Royal. Reported missing in 
the World Trade Centre. New York. 
September 11. 

LI Col David Hunter, MC. RM. Colditz 
veteran. Awartded Mention in Dispatches at 
defence of Calais. May 1940. MC for action 
in Perak province. Malaya September 5. 
aged 81 

Sir James Cable, naval historian. Works 
include Gunboat Diplomacy. September 27. 
aged 80 

Cdr Henry Duff-Still, DSO, DSC. One of 
first RNVR officers to command a destroyer. 
HMS Stevenstone. which caused havoc 
among E-boats on D-Day. August 13. aged 
98. 

Hans Brill. Commanded X-craft 1957. 
Librarian of Royal College of Art. 1967-87. 
July 24. aged 71. 

Bernard Daly. Ex-AB HMS Wolverine, 
rammed and sank Italian submarine 
Dagabur during Operation Pedestal July 
Frederick Harms. Ex-CPO Served 
1939-48 Ships include Maidstone. 
Edinburgh Castle. Express. Drake. Argonaut. 
St Angelo September 8. aged 80. 

Herbert George Woods. Ex-PO Tel and 
submanner Served 1918-45 Submarines 
include Sturgeon. Seawolf, Perseus. 
Olympus and Porpoise Life member 
Bromley Submanners Association 

September 25. aged 99 

R. Doring. Ex-LTel. HMS Cossack at 2nd 
Battle of Narvik and Bismarck hunt. Other 
ships include Scylla, Asbury. Ameer and 
Ringwood Vice president HMS Cossack 
Association, Aged 82. 

Mike Wooldridge. Ex-MEM Served m 
submarines Acheron. Tiptoe. Rorqual. 
Gosport Submariners Association 

September 30. aged 57 

Edward Graham Davies. Ex-submanner. 
Served 1961-76 HMS Andrew. Singapore 
July 23. aged 61 

Ernest Standley. Served for 20 years at 
Sea Cadet HQ September 3 

Lt Cdr Alan Jeflerson. Served 1937-71 
Ships include Cornwall, landguard. 
Albatross. Albion, Ark Royal. Falcon mem¬ 
ber Maiestic Caledonia 1937-39 Boys 
Association 

Gerald Barrett, ex AMO. FAA 809 Sqn 
August 2001 

Cdr Peter Hill. Served 1942-82 Ships 
include Si George Howe. Vanguard. 
Birmingham. SI Vincent. Excellent. 
Indefatigable. Ocean. Theseus. Modesle. 
Diana. Nubian. Arethusa. Salisbury. Keppel. 
Berwick. Lowestoft and Warnor August 25. 
aged 74 

Gordon Neeson, ex AB gunlayer. Ships 
include Raleigh Drake, lllustnous. Vanguard. 
Bermuda, Cockade June, aged 80 

Brian Wilkinson. Ex-LME. HMS Belfast 
1961-63 September 26. aged 59 

Fred Mitcham. Ex-OS HMS Belfast 
1949-50 September. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

Lt Cdr|E) G. O. Bell. Served Nubian. . 
Victory and Tamar 

Lt Cdr J. G. B. Bedells. Served: Fulmar, 


Capt C. A. Johnstone-Burt 

to Dartmouth BRNC as 
Commodore on January 10, 
2002 . 

Cdr K. E. Blount to HMS 

Sutherland as Commanding 
Officer, August 28, 2001. 

Lt Cdr M. Jones to HMS 
Somerset as Commanding 
Officer, August 28, 2001. 

Rear Admiral R. J. Lippiett 
to be Commandant Joint 
Services Command and Staff 
College in succession to Air 
Vice Marshal B. K. Burridge 
from January 2002. 


Venerable, Theseus. Triumph. Peregrine and 
President 

LI Cdr (X) H. A. Cheetham. Served: 
Dido. President. Ceylon. Royal Charlotte and 
Mercury. 

Cdr(E) B. Cole. Served: Bulwark. 
Bermuda. Raleigh. Caledonia, Howard. 
Andromeda. Osprey. Centurion and Warnor 
Lt Cdr(X) A. M. Griffiths. Served: 
Jutland. Kaniere. Terror and Bigbury Bay 
Lt (X) A. L. K. Herbert-Gustar. Served: 
St Angelo. Eagle. Vernon and Dolphin 
Lt Cdr 6. H. C. Lowis. Served 
Newfoundland. Flint Castle. Challenger. 
Cook. Dalrymple 

Lt Cdr(X) A. H. Martin. Served Malaya. 
Howe. Duncansby Hoad. Ocean and Drake. 

Lt Cdr(X) Sir Michael Nall, Bt. Served 
Hood. Wolsey. Tyrian. Sluys, President. 
Battleaxe, Tamar. Cambridge and Excellent 
Lt CdrfS) H. N. Paulley, OBE. Served 
Cumberland. Pembroke. Terror. Alauma. 
Bermuda, Dalrymple and Osprey 

Lt Cdr(E) W. A. Taylor. DSC. Served: 
Stygian. Solent. Plucky, tiptoe and Dolphin. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

Albert S. Hayter. Ex-PO. Served 1936- 
52 Ships include King George V. Limboume. 
Frobisher. Glasgow. Belfast September 20. 
Founder member Redcar RNA 

Brian T. M. Greenough. Ex PO Rel/PO 
WEM(R) Served 1959-82 Ships include 
Collingwood. Victorious. Manxman. 
Mauritius. Rothesay. Warnor. Hecla. London. 
Pembroke. Alacrity. Nelson Former 
Chairman Thetford RNA. August 25. aged 
59 

Sonia Peardon Associate member 
Kingston-upon-Thames RNA. aged 57. 

Walter (Wally) Henry. Served 18 months 
National Service at Lee-on-Solent RNAS 
President Runcorn RNA September 9. aged 
76. 

Robert Sowerby. Ex-CERA. Freeman of 
City of Carlisle Kendal RNA 

Norman Dennis Green. Ex Warrant 
Engineer Ships include BYMS L55. 32. 
2032 MFV175. MMS24. 76 Duke. Europa. 
Asbury Coknsay. St Tudno. Pembroke IV 
and Lynx. Treasurer N London Branch 
RNPSA. September 3 

Trevor (Paddy) McMullan. Ex-PO FAA 
1961-84 Served Daedalus. Lossiemouth. 
Culdrose. Hermes. Blake. Victonous. Belfast 
RNA Aged 57. 

David George Nichoils. Ex-PO REM 
Served 1956-66 Ships include Whitby and 
Stonecutters. Hong Kong 1962-64 

James David Murdock. Ex-FAA. 
Nuneaton RNA September 23. aged 76 
Robert Aldridge. Nuneaton RNA 
October 2. aged 76. 

William Adamson. Ex-LS Served 1950- 
62. Uxbridge RNA and Middlesex Submarine 
Association 

Andy Finn. Survivor HMS Sikh Served 
1937-53. President Thurrock RNA and 
Chairman South Essex Far East Veterans 
Association September 28. aged 84 

Arthur Boxall. Ex-Yeo Sigs RN and MN 
Served 1930-52. Ships include Suffolk. Kent. 
Scimitar. Pursuer Sudbury Halstead and 
Hedingham RNA. September 15, aged 85. 


Swop drafts 


POWTRJ. R. Wright, HMS Drake 
Dratted RNAS Culdrose UPO December 18 
2001 Will consider Torpoint. Devonport or 
similar Tel 01752 555243 

LMEM S. J. Norman. 6E2 Mess HMS 
Ark Royal. Will consider any Type 42 
deploying or not 

LMEM(M) Britchford. 6E2 Mess. HMS 
Ark Royal. BFP0212 Will consider any 
Type 42 deploying or not 

LMEM Hill, 6F4 Mess. HMS Ark Royal. 
BFPO 212. Will consider any Type 23 
deploying or not 

CHEF Stephen Truesdale, HMS 

Gloucester. BFPO 289 Drafted HMS 
Liverpool February 22. 2002 Any ship 
deploying February or later 

LCH Till, HMS Nottingham, BFPO 346 
Due to deploy to Far Esat in March 2002 
Will swop tor any ship not deploying. 

POWTR J. Hotson. HMS Argyll. BFPO 
210. Dratted to Writers School. HMS 
Raleigh March 2002. Will swop for any 
Devonport UPO. 

OM(AW)1 R. C. Smith, HMS 
Nottingham. BFPO 346 deploying Far East 
March 2002. MOD 1 trained Will swop for 
any Portsmouth non-deploying ship. 

OM(AW)1 M. J. Agutter, HMS Dryad 
Drafted to Leeds Castle (Falkland islands) 
November 26 Will swap for any UK shore 
base or Type 22 not deploying. Contact 
CPOW(R) Russell on Dryad 4803 


Ratings seeking to swop drafts 
must meet the requirements of 
BR14. article 0506. In particular, 
they should be on or due the same 
kind of service - sea or shore; have 
time to serve in their current draft; 
be the same rate; and be of similar 
experience. All applications must be 
made on Form C240 to NDD, 
Centurion Building. 

Care home 
re-opens 
in Kent 

MAURICE House, the Royal 
British Legion Care Home in 
Broadstairs, Kent, has re-opened, 
following major refurbishment. 

Lord Morris of Manchester, a 
long-time supporter of RBL, per¬ 
formed the opening ceremony, 
also attended by the Mayor of 
Broadstairs, Cllr Jeffrey 
Kirkpatrick. 

One of the RBLs seven residen¬ 
tial/care homes, Maurice House 
now has 47 bedrooms, all of which 
offered en-suite bathrooms with 
specially designed equipment. 

Installation of a second lift 
ensures wheelchair access 
throughout the building, while all 
rooms have a call system for the 
trained nurses and care staff who 
provide 24 hour support. 

Brand new facilities include a 
state-of-the-art therapy room, an 
in-house cinema and raised 
flowerbeds for residents who 
enjoy a bit of gardening. 

Manager Jane Bannan said 
Maurice House met an important 
need in the region where the 
elderly population was growing. 


Deaths 


Pregnant women 
in Naval Service 
feel Isolated 
and guilty' 


STUDY of the care and counseling of pregnant women in the Naval Service has 
shown that many are left feeling isolated - and even guilty for the “problem” 
they are causing. 


“This is quite clearly unac¬ 
ceptable and must be a con¬ 
tributing factor to the decision 
by 70-80 per cent of women to 
leave the Service after child¬ 
birth, the Director of Naval 
Service Conditions Comm¬ 
odore Peter Wilkinson told 
Navy News. 

“While I accept that a seagoing 
commitment is unlikely to be 
attractive to many mothers, we 
must do all we can to encourage 
them to continue their careers and 
thus reduce the shortage of senior 
female officers and ratings that we 
arc presently suffering. 

“Sympathetic handling during 
pregnancy will undoubtedly help." 

Cdrc Wilkinson said it had been 
clear for some time that the infor¬ 
mation available to help Divisional 
Officers and Line Managers in 
providing appropriate care and 
advice to pregnant women was 
“somewhat sparse, generally con¬ 
fusing and incoherent.” 

The new Joint Service Defence 
Council Instruction (DCIJS 


99/01) was clearer and more help¬ 
ful than its predecessor - hut the 
regulations governing maternity 
leave were necessarily complex 
and still required careful reading. 

“The result Is a wide dis¬ 
parity in the treatment of 
women during their preg¬ 
nancy and some are not 
receiving the level of sup¬ 
port they deserve at a time 
when they are faced with 
critical decisions about 
their future.” 

Cdre Wilkinson had made a 
study - with the help of two preg¬ 
nant officers - to work out how the 
Navy might do better, in properly 
meeting its duty of care and sup¬ 
port both during pregnancy and m 
the months immediately after¬ 
wards. 

The result is two publications - 
one for guidance for Divisional 
Officers and Line Managers and 
one as a ‘Maternity Pack’ provid¬ 
ing guidance and general informa¬ 
tion to the women themselves, the 
latter to be available from UPO 
Maternity Desks ashore. 


Iain's 

first 

call 

NEW Conservative 
leader lain Duncan 
Smith is greeted on 
board HMS Lancaster at 
Portsmouth bv the Type 
23 frigate's Command¬ 
ing Officer Cdr Ben Key. 

Mr Duncan Smith 
spent two hours on 
board, touring all 
departments and wind¬ 
ing up with a discussion 
with junior rates In one 
of their mess decks. 
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Options 


r n v 
to please/ 


L K>ttf special ptasents fi>t th 

E tin, xrz, a. ff v i 


w&man tn 


Show her you re thinking of her and visit want*. emmajtdutco. uk where you Ufind beautiful 
lingerie, pamper gift sets, helium balloons, home accessories, fun things and more , 

Wc deliver in the UK and abroad and belong to die Which? Wcbtrader C’^ode of Practice. 

WWW,em majuhaXO.uk . . .getting you in the good books of the woman in your life 


Duo Alarm Clock^^^^ 

UK price £47,20 inc p&p 
O/S price £48,50 me p&p 

Tim classic design alarm Hack will make an ideal Christmas gift 
jbr loxcd ones that travel- Presented in a black satin lined gift bow 


Rumney Pottery 


“LEANDER CLASS” CRUISERS 

l;7(Hltb scale replica nuuhls, hand cast in white metal and pain Led, mounted 
on u wtioden plinth 12"*3" with brass nameplate and hand made gift box, 

HMS AJAX 1940 (illiutratcd) ORION, ACHILLIES & NEPTUNE 


Hip Flask 

UK price £18.00 inc p&p 
O/S price £19,50 inc p&p 

A traditional and stylish stainless steel hip flask 
with an intricate Royal Navy croum design 
engraved. 


High quality ceramic plates and mupi 

Example* of wofk for Assod nil m s. 
Anniversaries. ConwihsHHiing, Ruling 
Dubs, Centenaries ric AJI lotio with our 
Naval tradtiiop and lhe sea. 

Each item is hand embossed wiih mhyciJ 
gla/es am! enamel* using a unique 
mclhod of pmducuun. 

VVic Hie to accept order* for 
50, 100 A 200 off of items in a run. 


Also available “COUNTY CLASS" CRUISERS 1941 @ £90.00 

HMS NORFOLK. CUMBERLAND, SUFFOLK, BERWICK & LONDON 

To older your mode! semi your name, jJiJilu tod d aytime tele phone num ber, land 
ch osen m odel ) dung n'iih your cheque i>i credit Lard ilcUik Ivisa^masiercurJ) lo: 

Angela. Bowler SKYTRKX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, LEU 3ED Teh 01509 233298 Fas: 0150 1 ) 210336 

i userve. com PL 1ASt A11 ( 7W 2* PAYS1 IE IJ VERY > 


Em at I: s kyircxhJC^tom p i 


f Th<? Gift S/iop 

t BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 

ft ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE.,. 

X BOSUNS GALL: Brass & Copper with chain 
RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BRNC..„ 


Arctic & Antarctic 
Bone China Mugs 

UK price £6.50 inc p&p 
O/S price £8,00 inc p&p 

These elegant bone china mugs are beautifully decorated with 
either MU arctic or Polos Antarctic maps, finished with a 
real gold trim and fine detail 

Pocket Watch 

jF UK price £53*50 inc p&p 

m \ O/S price £56,60 inc p&p 

9 B ■ « This brushed chrome pocket watch 

9 Jf A S features classy roman numerals, 

? \ M 9 Jf Presented m a black satin lined gift 

4 9 ft box making it an ideal Christmas 


only £ 6,96 
pair £ 7.95 

POLO SHIRT: RN Badge SXLJIL.£ 15.95 Submariners gilt brooch.. £ 9,00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack__... ea £ 2,96 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BANG, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WANS, and many others .£ 1.75 

TIESc RHA, RHR, RM* MN.£ 9.00,™.,. EAA, Submarines and others £ 11.50 

Prices include PA P. Cheques payable to 'SODEXHO LT0 r . Send SAE for more detailed List 

aflht* COLLEGE SHOP, BANG, DARTMOUTH, DEVON, TQ6 0HJ. 

ra: 01803 6771 IB FAX: 01803 834797 (Credit Cards Welcome) JL 


Mini Shoeshine Kit 

UK price £8.50 inc p&p 
O/S price £9.00 inc p&p 

A perfect travelling companion comprising large 
and small brushes, polish and shoe bom. 


WO year old establishment 


Newport Hoad, Rumney, 
Cardiff CF3 4FE 
Td & Fax: (029) 20 778096 

Email: martynW 1 ru mne ypottcry.co.ldt 


Lingerie & Nightwear 
- Pure Silk - 

Large range of sizes & colours 
UK made 8t affordably priced 
Tissue wrapped St gift boxed 
Worldwide delivery 

www.silkclassics.com 


_ viewing f e!IMdMJJ.I!fEng 

width MtDALS.... ntESSSSm 

in minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds 
Easy quick assembly. - 5 sizes available. 

Viewing widths ate Isee picture) SSmin 105mm tSSmiri - 205mm 240mm 
au cost of £1£95 * £1750 * £18 50 * £20 DO and £21.50 respectively 
Measure across your medals and order (he size to sun 


Prices include mainland postage, add £2 for IrelanriChannel Islands and 
£5 for overseas. Cheques.'post a l orders and credit card payments to: 
The Picture Framer, 13 Norfolk Street, Sunderland SRI 1EA 

Tel/Fax 0191 5640811 www.medalframing.co.uk 


iSott) rben btttfr,. T: 


Ret’d 


Navy \ 
News \ 

COLLECTION 
CATALOGUE 
REQUEST FORM 


FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF:- 

N0VEU/E5, PARTY HUTS, CRACKERS, DECORATION^ 
PARTY POPPERS, STREAMERS, BAUOONS, PAPER PUTES, ETC 
30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth POI1NW 
Phone 023 9282 3013. Fax 023 9273 6943 
8.F.P.0 orders welcome • Free catalogue available. 
Established in Portsmouth over 75 Years ago 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 
Or order OnLine at www.navynews.co.uk 

\ Or write to ’-The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS 
% \ Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

\ of* Cheque! payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders 
\X ouUrde the UK payment can be made by ChequeJInternational 
\ Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. 

Email • ■-i".-.Or f or payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK St Abroad, 

Catalogue Snip oi tfw Monih Ptcture Posfcanj U®i please use the coupon on page 4, 

Please lick which you would like u£ to send to you, \ ***»« not Piea*e elfw It 4nyi for iefirery 


Christmas! 


H ed§ehogbooks.co. uK'-' 


mailorder2000 


character leirs d*ltv«r«4 la »our efeu&r 


tei: 0121 355 6200 
web: matlortie r2000.ccKiik 


Call now for a catalogue 
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d lezztf . Kmiif fi 

...Don’t forget our December issue 


'ews 


f lavg v f lews is launching this seasons collection oj class teal 
wellery, especially produced by a ^ftaiion f far dens jewellers . 

:tch piece of jewellery has been exclusively designed for )la vy 
ews readers , making each special item a perfect chrxslvnas gift. 


Old Albion proudly 

presents 5 new bath 
towel designs. 100% 
made in Britain, our 
superior quality towels 
are 100% cotton* 
28x50 inches {bach 
towel size) and arc 
woven not printed. 
Simply phone for more 
information or send a 
cheque or postal order 
to our address, malting 
it payable to: 

Old Albion. 


Drawing on first hand accounts and including 
many previously unpubfcsbed photographs. Ibis 
is a detailed history of this much admired ship. 
Hardback £22^0 

ROYAL NAVY AT PORTLAND 
1900-2000 

A fascinating collection of superb photographs 
covering o m hundred years of naval activity in 
and around Podland 

Hardback £15.96 

THE ROYAL NAVY IN SOOTH AFRICA 
1900-2000 

This book contorts stunning photographs of the 
Royal Navy operating around Simon's Town, 
Durban and Cape Town 

Hardback £15.95 

ROUGHERS* 

warships Fight The Seas 

Superb Photos. Available November El 5.95 


Cnglanb 


Silver gild Yacht Brooch 


Silver Yacht Brooch 


9ct Red A YetfowCold 
Yacht Brooch 


This Month's Book Bargains 
BADGES & BATTLEHGNGUflS OF KM SHIPS 
(Hums} Was £27.00 How £3.99 

CAMERAS AT SEA [Mercer) Superb photos and 
history of the RN photographic Branch. 

Was £27,50 


INTERNATIONAL FLEET REVIEW 

- A modem up-to-date- review pi the world's heels 

- Spotfaghis the latesi de velopmen! s and keeps track of toe latest 


Now 13.50 

LEANDER CLASS FRIGATES (Allawayi A visual 
record of one of ihe RN s most successful post 
war frigates. WAS £15.95 Now E7.50 
MODERN COMBAT SHIPS; TV PE 21 FRIGATES 
fUpplelt] A detailed account of the class. 

Was £14.95 Now E5.95 
PERISCOPE PATROL (Turner} Submarine ops 
from Malta In 1941 Was £14.50 Now £7.50 
ROYAL NAVY IN FOCUS 1970-79 A good cross 
section of photos with extended captions of 
ships of the decode Was £15.96 How £9.96 
WHITE ENSIGN/RED DRAGON A commem 
oration of the Royal Navy's 159 year association 
with Hong Kong Was £21.95 NOW £9.99 
JANE S FIGHTING SHIPS - Back Issues 
available - mint condition - Ask for details 


:• ‘.n' •- • !S % ,V 1 i;'!i •• ,r-v V I Ydfg 

reports from Iron lime warships M 

Has 'riiuLv r, o<'pih a -.n '-Kil Milage a-n aswiywi sH 

topics and vgantsabere. 

page bt-montoiv A4 magazine. <5 produced on high ImNH^QBES' 
quality paper with photographs in tooth tntour and black A white 

Available from all good Newsagents 

www. wa rsh ipsif r. co m 

A wmpte copy can be jenf on request (one per household) Apply to address below. 
UPC Publishing {NNlt}, Drury Lane, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex THIS 9BI, UK. 
Email: admmewarshipsifi-.com Tel: +44 {0)1424 720477 Fax: +44 (0)1424 443693 
Produced by HK Publishing and distributed by Seymour 


Silver Anchor Brooch 
get with Green Tourmaline 


I Set Gold Anchor Pendant 
get with Sapphires 


% Joys Roses & Flowers i- 

For tdl octdiums I Births / Birthdays / Anniversaries / Ttr say I lave you 


AW bright and uAoutjal hr add |o yuur Lived ones Christmas Fare 

12 Roses / Red / Yellow t Orange / White / Mixed + Gyps.i 

21 Roses / Red / Yellow f Orange / White 1 Mixed + Gyps. . . J 

I jrge Mixed Bouquet - Inc Roses + Gyps Tents... i 

Medium Mixed Bouquei - No Roses + Gyps 6r Terns.LI 2.00 - i 

40 rrecsia 6r Ferns..... J 


MARITIME BOOKS 

Lodge Hill, Liskeard PL 14 4EL 
Tel: 01579 343663 Fax: 01579 £46747 

email: Dfders.marbooks@vifgin.net 


|>jT- dhzistmas ^ypeciaHs 

\T Please order early to a\oid disapfnnntment jF/ 

.. . . i ,___ / 


This Brooch can he supplied in I Set or 9ct Gold or Sterling Silver. 
The fSct Gold Brooch is gem set with Rubies, Emeralds and Sapphires 
The 9ct Gold Brooch has been enhanced with an enamelled jewel effect 


SHEP WOOLEY CD'S 

-CWP* OFF THE OLD &LOKE 1 * V 
2 CD SET £20 +£3 p6p 
Figuring .g««u RAM FT! ROLLON MY TIME 
MONTAGUE WHALER UTILE AGGIE etc 
“OVERBOARD" CD £10 + £3 p&p 
CD COMPILATION FROM MCs 
ON THE BUTTON DtUVEftlNG THE GOODS 
WHALEY TALES. PLUS - OVERBOARD 
& THE LONG COVERED WAV 
ORDER ALL THREE f>Ap FREE 10 days deliver* 
CHEQUES TO: J LIVINGSTONE ROAD. 
SOUTHSEA POS IRS PAYABLE S WOOLEY 


All items of jewellery arc supplied in a blue presentation box. 

Prices include our special registered delivery service. 


I arge Bouquei 


Please send the completed order form with your remittance to: 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS. HMS NELSON, QUEEN STTtEET. PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH 

TEL: 023 9282 6040 www.navynews.co.uk 


DESCRIPTION 


UNIT PRICE TOTAL PRICE 


Royal Navy Videos compiled from official 
RN films (1945-86). 

MT Videos compiled from Army 
Kinematograph Service Films (1942-62), 

Aviation and Shipping Videos - over 250 titles. 

Recall the Festival of Britain with our special 
video ATONIC TO THE NATION, only £12.95 
post free to UK and BPPO addresses. 


A TONIC TO THE 
NATION 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK P&P £ 

Available to readers outside the OK. Please write/phonc for postage costs and pay mem details, 


Send For a free catalogue to; 
BEULAH, 18-2d St Dunstaas Road 
London SE25 6EU 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


Or visit our web site with over 4000 
video titles available on line at 
www,eavbxo.uk/video 


PLEASE STATE CLEARLY YOUR REQUIREMENTS 


Pitas r 28 days for deUvery - bents not stawf actual me 




BRITISH WARSHIPS & 
AUXILIARIES 2002/03 

Tins lu My r Rui££tl find updated guide in the ships 
l torcaft ol the Fteei Ctoer ^0 ptutfus imdutRng 
eotour) Pennant number s and silhouettes, 
Avaitobte December £7.95 




See our full list ul bargains at 

www.navybooks.com 


Silver gild Yadil Brooch 


£113.00 

Silver Ydihi Brooch 


£109.00 

9et Gold Red and Yellow Gold Brooch 


£199.00 

1 Set Gold Anchor Brooch set with Sapphires 


£299.00 

I8cl Gold Anchor Pendant set with Sapphires 


£292.00 

Silver Anchor Rrcxich sci with Pearls 


£80.95 

Silver Anchor Brooch set with Green Tourmaline 


£80.95 

Silver Anchor Pendant set with Pearls 


£80.95 

Silver Anchor Pendant set with Green Tourmaline 


£80,95 

Sterling Silver Crown Brooch 


£74.99 

Oct Gold Crown with enamelled effect 


£199.00 

J8et Gold Crown with Sapphires. Emeralds and Rubies 


£285.00 


HMS VANGUARD 1944-1960 

Britain’s Last Battleship 


L, 

















































































































WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 


Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£26.75 + £1.40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 
email: enquiries@chmunday.co.uk 



♦ ^ J A* / ■ 

$> V 

LOST MEDALS 


REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
PULL SUE St MINIMI KK 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 711A 


TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152 
e mail:rdhmedaLs@aol.com 
www.rdhmedaLs.com 



r— FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS — 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 


Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size 8*x16 m for C35 plus P&P 
For list please send SAB to: 
SEART. 5 THE CHASE. GOSPORT. 
HANTS PQ12 3TD 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

Cummerbunds - Silk E25, Polyester £17.50 
Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps 
All made to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road, Gwinear, 
Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


■ft 

^ IVia vy 
Books 

www.victory 2005 .co.uk 


To Advertise Telephone - 
023 9272 5062 NOW!! 


GOLD WIRE BADGE Co 


GOLD WIRE BADGES-ALL SHIPS ETC Cl 100 

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £22.00 

STANDARD CARRIERS C25.00 

STANDARD CARRIERS MADE TO ORDER 00.00 

GOLD CORDS 8FT FOR STD Cl 5.00 

STANDARD CARRYING CASE 00 00 

BRASS INSERTS Cl 2 00 

WHITE COTTON GLOVES M OO 

WHITE COTTON MASONIC GLOVES £5.50 

NAVY / BLACK BERETS6 7£7.00 

ANY ASSN BERET BADGE £4 50 

R.N. & NAVAL DIVISION TIES Cl 0.50 

RN. BOW TIES C10.50 

BLACK CLIP-ON TIES £4.50 

R.N. BUTTONS LARGE Cl .60 SMALL Cl .50 

R.N.. RM , R.FA WALL PLAQUES 7*X6" Cl7 00 

PACE STICKS £60.00 

W.RN.S. STYLE HATS £22.00 

FRIDGE MAGNETS MOST SHIPS £2.00 

KEYRINGS MOST SHIPS Cl.50 

CAR NUMBER PLATES WITH YOUR OWN REG 
AND W/ENSfGN, RM. AIRBORNE BADGE C2030 

CAR GRILLE BADGE. W/ENSIGN. PARA REGT. 
ROYAL MARINES Cl 2.00 

EMBROIDERED GARMENTS 
WINTER BLOUSONS, BLACK, RNA. R M. £22.00 

NAVY BLUE V-NECK JUMPERS : RNA. RM. Cl 2.00 

WHITE PILOT SHIRTS RNA. RM. Cl 225 

SWEATSHIRTS RNA. RM.. NAVY. GREY. £15.50 


Officers Cap Badges .C12.00 

Gold Sword Knot .. C23.00 

Leather Sword Belts .C70.00 

Sword Bags . £30.00 

all prices Include PAP 

1I.Dakhead Dm*, S*Mr,0fc*UMi. lancx 0L28TJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 

www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk 
E-mail - robroy<hhcgoidwircbadge.co.uk 


11MS At TALON ASSOCIATION 

are looking for ships artifacts. 
The whereabouts of ships bell, 
nameplates, gun tampions, or any 
other artifacts, referring to the 
ship, and her service on the South 
Atlantic Station, where she served 
1946 - 1953. 

email: 

anthony.smith655@ntlworld.co.uk 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Individually hand-built waterline 
presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten. 
Contact for further details: 
Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


“ FLAGS GLOBAL 

QUALITY HAND SEWN 
NATIONAL FLAGS & FNSIGNS. 
ECONOMY SET X 3FT FLAGS £7.99 
POLES, TABLE FUGS & BUNTING 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
KLPF.KS ENTKRTAINMKNTS 
l nit C6 Laser Qua>, Medway City Esl. 

Rochester, Kent ME24HU 
Tel: 01634 297708 Fax: 01634 297709 
\»\%\%.elpees-enlertainments.eo.uk 


TIES, BADGES 
& PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/REGIMENTS/CLUB 
HM Services and custom-made for Clubs. 
Bands. Choirs, etc. Blazer buttons, medals, 
ribbons & sundries 
P/ease send SAE for lists 
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, 
Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 
email: pam.lewis@totalise.co.uk 
www.theheraldiccompany.co.uk 


flWANTEDn 

! H.M.S. Bell's 

Name Boards & 
Crests, Tread Plates 
Thomas Kerrigan, 

12 Sumnierhill North, 

St Lukes, Cork IRL 

00 353 214501573 

Collector in UK monthly £ 


JAMF-S B(X)TH MILITARY ANTIQUES 

1 work from home, have my own website 
and e-mail service. I attend all the major 
Mililaria Auctions in London and the 
South East (Wallis and Wallis.Bosleys 
Bonhams.Spinks. Dix Noonan and 
Webb) including Phillips (London & 
Oxford) and fairs on behalf of clients, for 
whom I will purchase particular items of 
interest. 

My Website :htlp//www.Arnis -Armour- 
Militaria.com My E-Mail 
James^ Arms-Armour-Militaria.com 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPUCE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS. 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL 81 DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail: chrissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com 


WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 

Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 

56 Brmid Street, Sidemoor, liromsgrove. Wore?* 861 8LL 
Tel: 01527 835375 Fax: 01527 576798 

MKDAI.S PKOKKSSIONaI.I.Y M4M NTH) COURT OR ORDINARY STYLE. 

m i.Sl/K KKPIMKMKNI AND MIMATt RK MKDAl.S SCPPI.IUD. 

NIKDAI.S DISPLAYKD. RIHHOVS AND ACCESSORIES AI.SO AVAII-AltLF. 

SEND SAE FOR IATEST C ATALOGUE 

_ 1-2-1 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts. Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more, all from one supplier 

No artwork or setting up costs on ma/onty of goods 
High quality competitive prices prompt delivery 

BFPO tax-tree ««rv»ce Send lor our new price lief : 

Reynold Sports 12-13 Crofton Close. 
Allenby Business Village. Lincoln LN3 4NT 

Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDALl 

This superb die-struck 
commemorative medal 
is available in Full Size 
& Miniature to all who 
served in the Near 
Middle & Far East. 

Semi t.ii.r. for vnttr npplit ithon form today. 

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Bromsgrove, B61 SLA 




CASH TILL PAY DAY 


Cheque Card, Cheque Book & ID Required 
Phone for details or visit us 
94A West Street, Fareham 

(01329)282535 opposite mam Post Office 

CASH CENTRES (SOUTHERN) LTD 




WANTED MILITARY / NAVY 

issue wrist watches especially 
Omega, Rolex, I.W.C. also any 
divers watches. Absolutely any age 
or condition, civilian watches 
considered. Cash or cheque by 
return. Tel: Nigel 01270 873945 
(Collector) 

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges. Cuff-Links, Buttons, 
Medals, Cap Badges. Mililaria. 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN), 
31, Belle Vue Si.. Filey. N. Yorks 
YOI4 9HU. 

www.eaimxson.freescrve.co.uk 


Navy News Notice 
To Readers 

The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility for 
the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any loses 
suffered by any readers as a 
result Readers are strongly 
recommended to make their own 
enquiries and seek appropriate 
commercial, legal and financial 
advice before sending any money 
or entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 


ADVERTISING RATES 

(excl. VAT) as effective from 1st April 2000 


DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 


Full Page. 

.£2,180 

Lineage. 

90p per word 

Half Page. 

.£1,204 

Trade minimum 

.30wds. 

Quarter Page. 

.£680 

For Sale, Minimum JOwds. 

S.c.c. 

.£13.50 

Box number . .. 

.£3 


Discounts, Colour Rotes, Technical Details available on request 


PENFRIENDS See details on pagelO 

Tel: 023 927 25062 for a full Media Pack 
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% Zi)entworth 

the Ptwtervrs 
High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship’s Crests, Badges and 
Logo’s to your own designs. 


Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard House. 25 Leadmill Road. Sheffield SI 3JA 
Tel: 0114 272 5676 Fax: 0114 272 6651 
email: sales@wentworth-pewter.com 
website: www.wentworth-pewter.com 



Freelander from £11,710 tax free 
export (£13,759 tax paid UK home use) 



STRATSTONE OF MAYFAIR 

14 Berkeley Street, Mayfair, London W1J 8DX 
Tel: 0870 333 1824 Fax: 020 7629 9004 


f i .. \ 

Aikwitims 

t SKYDIVING COI USES 
IN FLORIDA 

Freefall Adventures, Florida are happy to 
otlor Military Discounted Skydiving Courses lor 
beginner to advanced students in beautiful 
Sebastian. Florida Our Skydiving School is 
British owned and operated. Located on the 
east coast of Florida, this tropical paradise is a 
great place for your skydiving vacation 
Come join us for extreme fun in the sun. 
Contact us for further details 

Freefall Adventures, Florida 

400 W Airport Drive. Sebastian. Florida 32951 USA 
Tel (561) 388 0550-Fax (561) 581 4468 
Email: skydiveMik@aol com 
www ffadventures.com 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garments. 
Low minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps & Printed garments supplied. 

Free embroidery proof. So origination charge. 
Embroidered I’olos from £6.00ea. Sweats (S.OOea, 
T-shirts CiOOea. 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48. Old Lane, Birkenshaw. Bradford. 
BD11 2JX 

Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524 
www.bananamoon.co.uk 




I POSTHOUSE HOTEL, PLYMOUTH 

(SOON to become HOLIDAY INN) 

Located on the hoe, majority of rooms with 
view of the sound with free carparking. 

All naval personnel who produce their ID card can stay 
For £49.00 per room any night of the week* (subjed to availability! 

For Reservations please call 0870 4009064 

and ask for Liz or Rachel 


-THE GRAND HOTEt— 

Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Off Season (November - March) 

£22.50 pppn sharing a double/twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday, 

Subject to availability at time of booking. 

Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe r n 

x \ * * Telephone: (01752) 661195 


PLYMOUTH HOE 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
All rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee, C.H 
Mostly ensuite. Sky T.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 

Tel: 01752 660675 

Edgcumbe Guest House 
50 Pier St. West Hoe. 
Plymouth PLI 3BT 


Navy News Own Products 

11 you aic not sainted wrth on® of out own products *oW 
through thus paper sanpty return «to us unused wrth.nl4 
deys and we writ replace it tree of charge or issue a full 
refund (mckxJmg postage) 

This guarantee does not affect yout statutory rights 



PLYMOUTH HOE 


A Lockyer St, PLI 2QD a 
T elephone: (01752) 227311 

Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour TV, Radio, Tea/Coffee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite. 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount. All Credit Cards 
accepted. 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
Lt. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

'A Personal Service'Comfortable Hotel " 



www.navynews.co.uk 
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Osmond Cjucst ‘Mouse 

Her Street, ‘West itfoc 


01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from £lf»*£20.0<) 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster hcd. All rooms 
CTV. Tea/Coffee making. 
Mostly Bn-suitc. Parking / 




sX 


°Nl, 


O * 


''AG* 


UNION JACK 
CLUB 


Opposite Waterloo Main Line 
Station and ideal location for 
visiting the London Eye, Imax 
cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms. 

Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 

For more information contact: 
Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 

e-mail: abo@ujclub.co.uk 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops Fully equipped Colour TV. fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend 

CHARGE PER PERSO N - MINIMUM 2 PERSONS 


WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST - £100.00 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER £80.00 
OTHER MONTHS - £70.00 LONG LETS - £60.00 

1st SEPT - 1st JUNE ANY 3 NIGHTS (CONSECUTIVE) - £45.00 
DEPOSIT PER PERSON - £20.00 

CHILDREN 12 YEARS OR UNDER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS 


BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER. 

MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH. HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am - 4pm 

www.garianhouse.co.uk 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea P01 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £18 per person per night 

Telephone (023) 9282 3522 


ISUPPORT YOUR CLlJBl 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


MALTA, MSII)A. Very central Guest room 
in family house. All rooms self catering with 
excellent facilities. TV, en suite. Extremely 
comfortable. Airport transfer, reasonable 
rates. Tel/Fax (10356 21313797 


To Advertise your 
accommodation 
Telephone - 
023 9272 5062 
NOW!! 


cKing tta/tHes Wotcd /£ 

Medway ‘Golden Jubilee’ Heritage Break 

Tuesday 4 th June - Friday 5 ,h June 


3 Nights Dinner, Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Free Entrance to the Royal Engineers Museum on Wednesday 5 ,h June 
Free Day to visit Medway’s Dickens Festival in Rochester on Thursday 6* June (Free transport provided to Rochester) 


~ £79.00 pp based on two people sharing - 

_ Telephone 01634 830303 




I nr Oi/nimillion 
«' town ttlhnis i'oHitu i u* ill. 

t ill VK TORY SI.KVIC I S ( II B 
(»3/“*V Sevmour Street. Loudon \\ 2 ill 

Tel 020 772 34474 

l ax 020 “102 VjO<> 
lor Inquiriescnt.nl min"vve co.uk 


FREE MEMBERSHIP 

to serving personnel & reserves 

Close l>y Marble Arc’ll & Oxford Street 
Affordable room rates 
Choice of restaurants & bars 
Concessionary NCP t ar Park rates 

Function rooms for dinners, 
receptions, reunions & private parties 


The/riendtienl welcome in the 
armed forces imrld 


IQRTSM 01 J 1 

LADY I 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 

100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 
Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 


gIadter 

The Place to stay 




Tel: 023 9287 0505 


INN 

Rosyth 


BgjjKSSKSssSS 


Tel: 01383 419977 
Fax: 01383 411728 



www. canterburyfiote/group. com 

•• SOUTHSEA HOTELS • • 

RESERVATIONS 023 9229 3136 

- En-suite Rooms 
Bed + Breakfast / Room Only 
- Hotels all near seafront 
- Private Car Parking 

- Specialist in Group Bookings / Discounts 
- Room Only from £15 per person 
• B+B from C18 per person 


Welcome to the... 

Holiday Inn PORTSMOUTH 
& Holiday Inn FAREHAM 

Visiting the new "Explosion Museum of Naval Power" at Priddys Hard? 
Only 7 miles from Fareham Holiday Inn, and 12 miles from Portsmoulh Holiday Inn. 

All naval personnel who produce their ID card can 
stay for only £49.00 per room any night of the week* 

♦ftubjgd i" availabttty 

For Reservations Holiday Inn Portsmouth: 023 9285 6333 
Call- Holiday Inn Fareham: 01329 844012 


To advertise your business call 

023 9272 5062 Lenny Wolstenholme 
023 9272 4226 Lyn Hodge 







Medway ‘Golden Jubilee’ Navy Days Break 

Saturday V June - Tuesday 4 ,h June 

3 Nights Dinner, Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Gala ‘Navy Days Ball’ Dinner & Cabaret on Saturday Night 
Tabic D’Hote Dinner on Sunday & Monday Nights - Free Entrance to Navy Days on Sunday 2 nd June 
Free Entrance to the Royal Engineers Museum on Monday 3* June 

~ £99.00 pp based on two people sharing - 

Telephone 01634 830303 


The PERFECT Christmas present 

A Seasonal Special Offer to 


M YMftJiuMa 

V* 


in 



Subscribers For 

October, November & December Only! 
The perfect Christmas Present 

Take out a 36mths U.K. 
Subscription and pay for 30mths 
at the SPECIAL PRICE of £39.00 A 
great saving of £7.00 Foreign 
Subscribers £45.00 
Don't Delay Send Your Order 
TODAY for this Fantastic Offer! 


TO SUBSCRIBE COMPLETE COUPON AND POST TODAY! 


YES, I would like to subscribe to Navy News 

(please refer tu the table opposite for price): 

Send the completed form and payment to: 

(This special offer only applies to new and 
renewed subscriptions when using this coupon). 

Navy News Subscriptions, 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 

Portsmouth, Hampshire, POl 3HH, England 

Telephone +44 02392 826040 (24hr) 

YOUR DETAILS: 




Postcode:. 
Country:.. 
Tel No:.... 



News 




REGION 

YEARS 

RATE 

UK 

One 

£17.00 

UK 

Two 

£31.00 

UK 

Three 

£39.00 

Overseas* 

One 

£20.50 

Overseas* 

Two 

£36.00 

Overseas* 

Three 

£45.(X) 


TICK 


•Overseas Surface Mail including Republic of Ireland. 
Europe. Canada. USA & Australasia 
(Airmail rates available on request) 

I enclose a Chequc/Poslal Order/Intemational 
Money Order made payable to ‘Navy News’ for: 

(£ Sterling) 


or pay by Visa/Mastercard/IX'lia/Switch using the 
coupon on page 4. 

Due in udmimorjiMin iymIv refunds uimtH hr £iven on cancel ltd Mit*cnpiion> 
Out an: taken nui in atMnu*i<*i »nh am \acy Vue PronMnmal Offer 

Credit Cards orders not be accepted under £5.00 

Subscribe online at 

www.navynews.co.uk 

This is a new subscription 
Renewed subscription 

Start m> subscription from month:_ 


www.navynews.co.uk 
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Home Videos 
W/Nf |V/M' 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
HOLLAND I 


Captain Plank was lucky enough to be invited to a 
very special birthday party on 2nd October. It was 
the 100th birthday of the submarine Holland I. 


Holland 1 on display to the public 


Wi BHkWl 


ooo 


FINAL FANTASY: The Spirits Within- 

From this years most action-packed CGI blockbuster come 
this year's most out-of-this world action figures, courtesy of 
Bandai toys. Aki, Grey, Dr. Sid and the fearsome Phantoms 
are ready to fight for the fate of the Earth against an 
invading race of phantom-like aliens 
in the year 2065. 


A DOLL FOR THE INNER CHILD 


The launching of 

brave and their work 
meant that 
submarines were 
taken seriously and 
developed further. 

At the birthday party 


Holland 1 in 1901 

Captain Plank raised a 
toast to those men 
and sang Happy 
Birthday to the 
wonderful little 
submarine Holland I. 


The birthday party 
took place in Holland 
I's new specially built 
home in the Royal 
Navy Submarine 
museum in Gosport. 

She was Britain's first 
submarine, officially 
known as HM 
Submarine Torpedo 
Boat Number 1, but 
better known as 
Holland 1 after its 
Irish-American 
inventor, John Philip 
Holland. 

This amazing 
submarine entered 
service in 1901. She 
measures less than a 


cricket pitch and was 
fitted with a single 
torpedo tube from 
which she could fire a 
Whitehead torpedo. 
The torpedo had a 
range of 300 yards 
and carried 25 lbs of 
TNT, enough to do 
some serious damage 
to an enemy. 


She carried a crew of 
only eight men and 
even this was pretty 
cramped. There were 
certainly no luxuries! 

She also carried a 
strange, permanent 
cargo of three white 
mice. If they became 
sick or died the 
Captain would know 
that carbon monoxide 
was leaking from the 
submarine's petrol 
engine and it was time 
to surface and let in 
some fresh air. 

The men who went 
under the sea in 
Holland I were very 


You could win one of these fabulous prizes by 
answering the following two questions. 

Q1: In what year is the film The Spirits Within' set? 

Q2: What colours are the accessories in the Betty Backpack? 

Send your completed answers on a postcard with your name, 
age, address and members number to: 

The GangPlank Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Queen Street, Portsmouth P01 3HH 

The judges decision is final. Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible. 

Closing date for entries - 7th December 2001 


You could be a lucky winner of one of these 
ONE OFTHESE SCARIEST AND MOST 
FRIGHTENINGLY FUNNY SCOOBY 
ADVENTURES EVER. 

Just send your name, address and membership number to: 

Scooby-Do Video, The GangPlank Club, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth P01 3HH 


On general release Closing Date 
from 22nd October r nm r- 4 

2001. Price £12 99 

vhs £ 15.99 dvd 7th December 2001 


The Betty Ready To 
Party Backpack is a 
version of the popular 
life style doll - 
Betty Spaghetty 
which looks like an 
accessorised backpack 
and contains two 
mix-n-match 
Betty dolls, with 
fuchsia and yellow 


accessories. 


RAISING 
THE KURSK 

UPDATE 

Do you remember 
in our special 
Deep Sea edition 
we told you 
about the 
submarine Kursk? 

Well, the huge lifting 
platform Giant 4 has 
been in place for 
some time now in the 
Barents Sea, and, by 
the time you read 
this, the submarine 
could be on its way 
to Murmansk, 
secured under the 
platform by 
enormously strong 
cables. 

To find out more 
about the amazing 
operation to recover 
the Kursk log on to 

www.kursksalvage.com 
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Options 


AWESOME ON THE 


WATER IN 2001 


You can log on 
and follow the 
race @ 

www.VolvoOceanRace.org 



The year 2001 has been an 
Incredible one for yachts, 
especially racing ones. 


In August the town of 
Cowes on the Isle of 
Wight hosted one of the 
most awesome sailing 
events. It was a sailing 
regatta that celebrated 
one hundred and fifty 
years of racing by 
nations across the world 
for a special cup called 
the America's Cup. Some 
of the world's richest 
and most famous racing 


sailors came to England 
to sail their beautiful 
and very fast America's 
Cup yachts against each 
other. 

The America’s Cup 
Jubilee was a sight lots 
of people will never 
forget! 

In September eight 
yachts set off from 
Southampton to race 


— VIP TRIP — 

Congratulations to Sean Dale of Rochester in 
Kent. He's the lucky winner of our VIP Tour of 
HMS Westminster. 

Sean is 10 Vz years old and will be going on the 
trip with his Dad and Mum and younger sister 
Jade. 

We hope Sean has a great time - don't forget 
to write and tell Captain Plank all about it! 



TEN 




The hapless heroes are back in this 
fast paced mixture of live action and 
animation. Staring Robert De Niro. 
Rene Russo. Piper Perabo and Randy 
Quaid. the £5 million box office 
smash, is a reincarnation of the 
classic cartoon of the 1960s. and 
‘Rocky & Bullwinkle’ the movie brings 
all the original magic of the classic 
cartoon to our, screens and is a roller 
coaster ride of animated and live 
action fun from start to finish. 

Send your name, address and membership no. on a postcard to: 

The GangPlank Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

ON GENERAL RELEASE FROM . 0 “ ee " S *™«- Port * mOU J h 3HH 
22ND OCTOBER 2001 And you could be one of our lucky winners. 

r.r.r £ 15.99 Closing date for entries 7th December 2001 


rocky & 

BULLWINKLE 
VIDEOS TO 
GIVE AWAY 

FROM 



around the world in the 
Volvo Ocean Race. All 
the people on the yachts 
are professional sailors, 
the David Beckhams of 
sailing! 

The skippers and crew 
will be racing over 
32,700 miles in nine 
separate legs. The first 
stop is Cape Town and 
then to Sydney in 
Australia, then to New 
Zealand, then into the 
Southern Ocean for the 
leg to Rio de Janeiro. 
From the warmth of 
Brazil it's off to Miami 
and then Baltimore in 
North America and then 
to Gothenburg and 
finally the finish in Kiel 
in Germany. 

And, as the Volvo 
started another round 
the world race finished 


in Portsmouth on 
September 26. 
Congratulations go to 
the city of Bristol - 
their yacht was the 
winner in the Times 
Clipper 2000 race. On 
board the eight 60ft 
yachts in this race were 
only 8 professional 
skippers, the rest of the 
crew were all ordinary 
people who had paid to 
race around the world. 
They went to some nice 
places, like Hong Kong, 
Hawaii and the 
Galapagos Islands! But 
they also did some hard 
racing too! 

Congratulations to the 
skipper Bob Beggs and 
his crew and, of course, 
the city of Bristol for 
picking the right yacht 
to sponsor! 


MESS DECK 

Thanks for all your letters, they keep the 
crew going during the darker Autumn evenings! 

Were glad Matthew Miller had a great time at 
Chessington World of Adventures - we love it 
there too! 

Michaela Robson sounded like she had a great 
time on board HMS Newcastle. She had a 
special tour around the ship and even drank 
lime juice in the Mess. She, and Captain's 
Plank's crew, want to say a big Thank You to all 
the sailors who showed everyone around HMS 
Newcastle. 

Thanks for the photos, Paul Kitching - you 
look super smart in the Naval uniform your 
uncle gave you! 

Jack Reid entered one of our Gang Plank 
competitions and won a really swish scooter 
and a great party at Megabowl. Well Done, 
were glad you like it. Keep entering our 
competitions, there are some great prizes to 
be won! 

Captain Plank says hi to Kathleen, one of our 
special Press Gang members. Your thank-you 
note was much appreciated, especially the 
lovely doggy note paper! 

Keep writing and drawing - we love hearing 
from you all. 



• 

Birthday 

Congratulations! 

Kathleen Adams 

Emily-Jane Fry 

Andrew Pollock 

Marlin Agnew 

Stephen Green 

Ben Quick 

Michael Aspin 

Matthew Haines 

Christopher Rigby 

James Austin 

Jack Harding 

Alice Robinson 

Hugh Balmer 

Oliver Hatfield 

Adam Ross 

Simon Barley 

Thomas Hatfield 

Jack Samuel 

Chloe Barnes 

Beth Highman 

Adam Savidge 

Philip Barnes 

James Hockley 

Luke Scutt 

Samue IBell 

Wayne Jackson 

Laurie Seve 

Edward Bennett 

Kimberley Jeffery 

Dominick Shasby 

Thomas Bennett 

Bobby Johnson 

Callum Shuttleworth 

Abbie Blanks 

Emily Jones 

Calum Sinclair 

Gary Bloom 

Victoria Jones 

Christine Skippen 

Thomas Braide 

Laurence Joy 

Bronson Smith 

Martin Caddy 

Adam Kear 

John Smith 

Rachel Carney 

1 sura Portor 

Christopher Keeling 

Elizabeth Snell 

LdUrd l/dllCI 

Louise Carter 

Robert Kendrick 

Laura Stephenson 

1 Ashleiah Carter-Hearn 

Robert Taylor 

Giuliette 

Paul Kitching 

Amy Thomas 

Catterson-West 

Perry Lennon 

Jonathan Thompson ; 

Kerry Clare 

Thomas Lockyear 

Adam Thrower 

Ashley Cole 

Alex MacDonald 

Gemma Tubby 

Lauren Craik 

Ben Mackey 

Aaron Upton 

Sophie Craik 

Daniel Magee 

Matthew Vanns 

Sean Dale 

Nadine Manning 

William Vanns 

j Nathan DieteSpiH Charlotte Mason 

Jack Vardy 

Kathryn Downs 

Laura Mason 

Christopher Waite 

Sophie Eastell 

Edward McDonald 

Taylor Webb 

Keeley Elston 

Thomas Milburn 

Andrew Wells 

Martyn Evans 

Ross Morgan 

Edward West 

1 Craig Farmer 

Rhys Mortimer 

Liam Whittaker 

■ Matthew Fisher 

Luke Norris 

David Williams 

i Gavin Freeman 

Robert Osborne 

Rhys Williams 
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P/ease enroll me as a member of Tbe Gang Plank Club. 
I enclose a PO/cbeque (payable to Navy News) for: 
£4.25 I year UK - £7.50 2 year UN (saving £1) 


Name. 

Address 


.Postcode 

D O B.Tel No. 

E-mail address. 

School attended. 


Joined by: Parent “1 

Do you have any Brothers “I 
Special Interests: Sport “I 

Friends “I 


Mi 


Grandparent 1 
Sisters n 
Music “I 
Reading T 


Other ~l 
Ages “I 
Film/TV “I 


8 


X 


Send your completed form, together with a 
postal order/cheque for £4.25 or £7.50 to: 

‘The Gang Plank Club’ 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH H 


call 023 9273 3558 or 023 9282 6040 (24 hr Answerphone) 
We will also accept payment by:- Visa, Delta, Access, Mastercard 
or Switch on orders of £5.00 or over 


° ^ 
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4* Draft y 


In search of 


W hy is Drafty sending you 
to the opposite end of 
the country to where you 

live? 

Why can’t you serve in the subma¬ 
rine class of your choice? 

Is there anything you can do to improve 
your chances of remaining IPRE? 

Manpower shortages, Minimum Time 
Ashore (MTA) and severe overuse of the 
margin have left the drafting plots of most 
categories in a very fragile state. 

The ‘margin' is that part of the overall 
manpower requirement which allows for 
personnel who are medically downgraded, 
welfare, on LASS, conducting handovers, 
training, and so on. 

Although, as part of efficiency measures 
the manpower allowance for the margin 
has been reduced over recent years, unfor¬ 
tunately, the number of people in it has 
greatly increased. 

Add to this the fact that the Navy is 
already under strength by about 1,500 peo¬ 
ple and you can see why our drafting plots 
arc ‘fragile’. 

As a result, it need take only one indi¬ 
vidual to ‘fall over’ for the best-laid draft¬ 
ing plans to fall apart. 

That is the big picture - now to the 
detail. 

Due to these shortages and the need to 
man submarines to 100 per cent. Actual 
Time Ashore (ATA) is, for many cate¬ 
gories, equal to MTA. 

As a result we do not have the luxury of 
being able to leave people ashore while 
waiting for their 1PRE sea draft. 

Consider a recent example. 

A CPOWEA(SM) was drafted from his 
Paslane shore job to a Non-PRE sea draft 
in Devon port. 

Having popped into his local DCMLO - 
a very wise thing to do if you have a ques¬ 
tion about your draft - he discovered that 


there were 117 ('POWEA(SM)s who were 
1PRE Dcvonport. 

With this bit of information in mind, he 
questioned Drafty as to why he was going 
to Dcvonport Non-PRE when there were 
so many others who actually wanted it. 

A reasonable question on the face of it. 

Had he asked to dig a bit deeper, 

he would have been told that of the 

117 Devonport preferees, only 26 

were of his SQ. 

Of these, 19 were already in sea billets, 
four had forthcoming sea drafts, and two 
had TX dales that precluded them from 
sea drafts. 

The one remaining man had a SAV- 
DATE of several months after the billet 
was required to be filled. 

So, from an apparent abundance of vol¬ 
unteers, there were actually none that 
Drafty could use to fill that billet. 

With the geographical split of subma¬ 
rine classes, often referred to as “polarisa¬ 
tion of the Submarine Force”, continuity 
drafting based on class streaming is the tar¬ 
get that is achieved for many. 

Naturally, wherever there is a choice - 
and there often still is - the 1PRE draft 
will always be given. 

However, in some cases the most suit¬ 
ably-qualified man at the top of the sea bill 
has to be drafted to the boat which needs 
him, even if this means sending him to 
another class, Non-PRE. 

This may be because there is no alterna¬ 
tive man available within the required 
timescale, or that failing to do so would 
mean that someone much further down 
the sea bill would have to be sent instead, 
thereby disadvantaging that man with 
respect to his time ashore. 

You can rest assured that these deci¬ 
sions arc never taken lightly. 

The situation with shore jobs is similar. 

The priority to man submarines at sea, 
and the fact that leave has to be taken and 
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the submariners' 
elusive 1 PRE draft 



courses conducted during MTA, means 
that shore employers suffer serious levels 
of gapping. 

This may mean that a Non-PRE shore 
job is unavoidable to meet the exigencies 
of the Service, especially where an organi¬ 
sation cannot meet its tasking without you. 

Again, all other alternatives will be 
explored first. 

So, what can you do to improve your 


chances? 

■ The easiest thing is make sure your DPF 
is up to date. 

We only know what you tell us, so if your 
circumstances change let us know. 

■ You may be willing to give up some of 
your MTA to get a specific sea draft, or 
willing to be drafted at less than the requi¬ 
site 5 months notice. 

Again, let us know on your DPF. The 


Drafting Officers are more than happy for 
you to volunteer as early out of turn or 
short notice, but to add a caveat that you 
would like at least one or two months 
notice in order to organise your life before 
going to sea. 

■ Finally, especially if you are still unsure, 
talk the problem through with vour local 
DCMLO. 

Flexibility is the name of the game, for 
both you and Drafty. 



Recruitment & Business O p portunities 


Do YOU relish the thought of owning your own 
Franchise in a successful Golf Club? 


CATERING FRANCHISE 

Hampshire 


If so, an opportunity exists at Petersfield Golf Club, 
which is set in beautiful countryside just outside the 
very popular market town of Petersfield. The existing 
Catering Franchise and Bar Management will 
become available at the end of January 2002. 

Petersfield Golf Club is an old established (1892) 
Members Club with a modern, impressive, two-storey 
clubhouse, which caters for 100 covers. There is an 
active membership of over 700 with a full calendar of 
golf and social events. Our new clubhouse is a popular 
venue for an ever-increasing number of private 
functions and this franchise is an ideal opportunity for 
the right people to realise the full potential of an 
already successful business. 

There is a fully modernised three bedroom semi¬ 
detached cottage adjacent to the clubhouse which is 
available. 


Please write in the first instance to: 

Mr. R. R. Hine, General Manager 

for a Franchise Information Pack 


Petersfield Golf Club, 


Tankerdale Lane, Liss, 


Hampshire. GU33 7QY 


www.petcrsficldgolfclub.co.uk 
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Join 

the 


W, 


Aberdeen 


A* ^ 

* /V 


Enlist on a 

Full-time Reserve Service 
(Limited Commitment) 
for service in a 
specified location 
for 3 years 

with prospects for further 
2 year commitments. 


A 

ROYAL 

MARINES 


Naval 
Careers Service 


The Director of Naval 
Recruiting, 
is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs, 
Senior Rates and SNCOs 
to work as 
Careers Advisers 
at these locations: 


Glasgow 



Middiesborough 


\ Manchester 


exham 




Coventry 

Luton sy 

Gloucester c • 

.. \. /r , , Ilford 

Card,// Lo „d, m xha , ham 

Bournemouth 


For further information please contact: 


FTRS rates of pay 
apply 

(reviewed annually) 

CA3 £22,199.30 
rising to 
CA1 £28,491.90 

Sen ice Pensions 
will he abated 
so that your tolal 
remuneration will not 
exceed vour basic pay 
on the last day 
of regular sen ice. 


DNR S()2 Support - Lt Cdr Phil Dickinson PSTN: 023 9272 7760; Mil 9380 27760 
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Options 


Recruitm ent & Business O p portunities % 


LEAVING THE 

FULL TIME NAVY...? 



E PAID IN YOUR 
TIME? 




ROYAL NAVAL 
RESERVE 


[ 


THE TEAM WORKS 


] 


Iwww.rnjobs.co.uk/rnr 08456 07 55 551 


Please quote “Navy News* when enquiring | 


o 

investor in mm j 
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BITS 


NVQ Level 3/4 Management 
OCR Awards 

Can be accredited in part or total 
(depending on experience and grade) 

Via professional discussion 
Recent Middle'Top Management experi¬ 
ence 

Recent ROLC'DOC/NEBSM 
t<y more mlormalion contact 

inter Training Services Ltd 
77-7Ba High Street 
Fareham. POl6 7AW 
FreeFone 0800 975 6250 

Emai its tarehamd virgin net 

Wfce www its-tareham co uk 

inter Trmnmq Services Ltd wik no’ 
toterate dncnmmation of any kind and 
scohs to remove any o amors, mat do no: 
support this principle 


Noon Products Ltd 

Specialists in ready meals 

Production Engineer 

Applicants to have a good indus¬ 
trial Mechanical/Electrical back¬ 
ground. Fixed shift 21K-23K 
♦O/T. Contact Richard Creber on 
020 8571 8500 for an informal 
discussion 
CVs to:- 

Noon Products Ltd 
Dean Way* 

Great Western Industrial Park, 
Southall. Middlessex* 

UB2 4SB 

Closing date:- 




FBH 


have immediate vacancies for the following:- 

HELICOPTER FITTERS 
AVIONIC FITTERS 

to work in 1st & 2nd Line maintenance at Middle Wallop. 

Suitable applicants for these positions will have a serv¬ 
ice background and hold BTEC (or equiv.) in aero/elec¬ 
trical engineering. Experience of Lynx and/or Gazelle 
helicopters would be an advantage. 

Salary range: £15,500 - £18,700 pa. 

Applicants should write, fax or 'e' giving full details of experience and 
qualifications and quoting Ref: NN to: 

01980 674314 
01264 782439 
alan.biles@bristow.co.uk 


Tel 

Fax 

e-mail 


Mr A Biles, Engineering Manager. 

FB Heliservices Ltd 
Middle Wallop, Stockbridge 
Hampshire 
SO20 8DY 

FB Heliservices Ltd 

Art FR Aviation Group Ltd and Bristow Helicopters Ltd 
Joint Venture Company 


JOBSEARCHERS 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 
www.jobsearchers.co.uk 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New I^af Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 

ro Box 460. DONCASTER I>N4 9\I 
wvxw.newleafeducation.cu.uk 


Are you technically 
trained? 

We are looking for technically 
trained ex-service personnel to 
work in our growing heating and 
plumbing business. 

* vehicle provided 

* short term accommodation 
provided 

* must be CORGI registered or 
prepared 

* based in Buckinghamshire 

Write or Call: 

SURAH LIMITED 
01494 520 340 

44-47 Oxford Road, High Wycombe, 
Bucks. 111*11 2KB 


Aerosite Sea Division ( The Aerosite Group) 

Human Capital Management Specialists to the Naval & Maritime industries. 

Aerosite currently have clients, consisting of dockyards, design and 
marine consultancies all over the world, UK, Italy, Spain, Holland, 
USA, Far East, South America. 

We are currently looking for contract or permanent staff with experi¬ 
ence in the following - 

Craft Engineers - Electrical & Mechanical Fitters, etc 
ILS Engineers 
Naval Architects 

Electrical & Mechanical Engineers 
Marine Engineers 
Design Engineers 
Test & Commissioning Engineers 
Draughtsman (Piping, Structural, Electrical, etc) 
Risk, Programme & Project Management 

For further information please contact Dave. Leigh or Suzanne on 
00 44(0)1634 828 0217 or fax 00 44(0)1634 828 073 or email your CV to 
sea@aerositc.co.uk or check out the website www.acrosite.co.uk 


“Looking for a new, 

| exciting career?" | 

Visit: 

www.interforextrading.com 

or e-mail: 

forexuk@btopenworld.com 

I "Full one-to-one I 
training given" 


To Advertise Online - 
www.navynews.co.uk 


TROPHY 8 ENGRAVING 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Established 20 yrs 
Main Road Position 
Lease Until Feb 2005 
Business Web Site 
Full Training Available 
Equipment Included 


OFFERS OVER £39,500 
Plus Stock at Valuation 
Telephone 01436 678822 


Recruitment 

Opportunities? 


Why not advertise to a truly 
NATIONAL READERSHIP 


with...A/a vy News 


3 


Contact 
The Advertising Department 
on 023 92 725062 NOW! 



| Submarine Analysis (Navigation) 

Patrol Analyst 

Up to £24,500 & benefits • London 


>•> _ 
w/ 

O 

OKVRSTOR IN PtlOPtl 



Dstl Analysis delivers a strategic research and advice capability of world 
renown. The decision-makers of the three Services and the MOD look to us 
for guidance across the full spectrum of defence activity - from equipment 
development and procurement to the planning and conduct of operations. 

As part of Dstl Analysis, Front Line Department, provides Operational Analysis 
and related support to the UK military forces, both in the UK and abroad. 
Therefore, providing staff with an opportunity to make direct contributions to 
the effectiveness of our forces. 

A Patrol Analyst is required to join a small team, primarily engaged in the 
analysis of the operation and equipment reliability of the Royal Navy’s strategic 
missile submarine systems, providing Government Ministers and the RN with 
assurance of the on-going effectiveness of the UK's Nuclear deterrent. 

To apply you will have either specialist knowledge of the Trident submarine 
navigation systems or an aptitude for the analysis and interpretation of 
technical data, or preferably both. A degree or HND in a numerate subject 


and experience of Computer Analysis techniques are desirable, but not 
essential if you have a good understanding of Inertial Navigation Systems, 
knowledge of the Trident weapon system and experience of writing/modifying 
software programmes in Statistical Analysis Software (SAS). You will also be 
familiar with Microsoft Office Packages and have good communication skills 
(both verbally and in writing). You will also need to be well organised, a team 
player, committed to meeting deadlines and maintaining customer satisfaction. 

We offer competitive reward packages (depending on experience and 
qualification) with attractive benefits including flexible working arrangements, 
a generous pension and holiday allowance. Relocation assistance may be 
made available where applicable. This post is offered on either a permanent 
basis or a fixed term of one to five years, which may be extended or 
converted to a permanent basis. 

Dstl is a committed equal opportunities employer. 


D$t ; is part ot the 
Ministry ot Defence 


To apply, eithe- complete an electronic application form available from 
www. dst.gov. uk careers, and forward to CPPnor@dstl.gov.uk or contact 
Christine Pno' Personnel - Dstl Analysis. Front Line Department, 


A3 Building, Ively Road, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 OLX. 
Tel: 01252 455742. Closing date for receipt of completed forms: 
22nd November 2001 www.dstl.co.uk 
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• HMS Middleton is almost hidden by fishing boats in Newlyn 
during the Fish Festival (above) while the waters were less 
crowded as she made her way through a swing bridge on the 
Manchester Ship Canal . Main picture: Jason Lock (Manchester Evening News) 


draws crowds 


Options 


The Hunt-class mine counter¬ 
measures vessel, currently on duty 
with the Fishery Protection 
Squadron (FPS), was a prominent 
guest at three festivals celebrating 
the fishing industry. 

FPS duties do not just involve enforc¬ 
ing fishery legislation at sea and work¬ 
ing with the industry on fisheries con¬ 
servation. 

There is also a need to strengthen 
ties with important fishing communities 
across the country. 

Key events for Middleton were at 
Brixham. where she was guardship for 
the trawler race, Lowestoft, for the Fish 
Fayre. and Newlyn. where the warship 
was the prime attraction at the Fish 
Festival. 

These events together attract¬ 
ed more than 45,000 people to 
the harbours - and ten per cent 
or more visited the ship, with 
2,000 climbing on board during 
two days in Lowestoft. 

At Newlyn. 26,000 people crowded 
into the small fishing port to raise 
money for the Royal National Mission 
to Deep Sea Fishermen. 

BBC Radio Cornwall and Pirate FM 
Radio both conducted live interviews 
with members of the ship's company. 

She then headed up the Mersey estu¬ 
ary and locked through into the 
Manchester Ship Canal, with 
Navigating Officer Lt Matthew Mullen 
guiding her the 36 nautical miles into 
the city in seven hours. 


The passage took her through five 
locks and past a number of swing 
bridges - the Hunt class is the largest 
Royal Navy vessel that can safely use 
the canal with two metres clearance 
under the lowest bridge and two metres 
under the keel in its shallowest section. 

During her passage. Commanding 
Officer Lt Cdr Mark Hart and Naval 
Regional Officer Commodore John 
Madgwick welcomed several VIPs on 
board, including the Lord Mayors of 
Liverpool and Manchester, the Lady 
Mayor of Rochdale, the Worshipful 
Mayor of Sefton and the Mayor of 
Wirral. 

The first day at Salford Quays saw a 
VIP lunch, and a function for 80 guests 
in the evening on the fo’c’sle, hosted by 
the Wardroom and Senior Rates Mess. 
The day ended with traditional 
Ceremonial Sunset with the Royal 
Marines Corps of Drums. 

BBC Greater Manchester Radio 
broadcast a breakfast show from the 
ship, and interest was such that more 
than 2,000 people visited Middleton. 

A range of sporting and social com¬ 
mitments was also met, including a visit 
to the local RNA branch and a football 
match against the Manchester United 
coaching staff at the Academy facilities, 
with the ship going down by an hon¬ 
ourable 7-2 scoreline. 

The ship also presented a £450 
cheque to the Alderman Kay Special 
Needs School, the ship’s affiliated char¬ 
ity, with the cash being collected over 
four months through a sponsored row 
and a raffle. 


FROM the heart of the fishing 
community to the centre of an 
inland industrial city, HMS 
Middleton has been raising her 
profile around the UK. 


Fisheries ship 


Royal Hospital School 

Holbrook, Suffolk, IP9 2RX 

Tel 01473 326200 Fax 01473 326213 
KmM »7i2 emai I: regist rar@royal hospi talschool .org 

• Excellent all round education with high 
academic standards 

2001 Exam Pass Rate: Advanced Level 100% (Grades A-E). 

Average Points Score: 24. 5. 

GCSE 93. / % (Grades A-C) 

9 Magnificent 200 acre campus on the River Stour 
9 First class facilities for academic work and sport 
9 All pupils have the opportunity to learn to sail 
9 Splendid and enthusiastic Music Department including 
chapel choir, marching band and school orchestra 

9 A traditional approach to good manners and behaviour 
9 Strong house based tutorial system 



Open Mornings 

Saturday 10th November at 9-30am 

Headmasters Visit to Hampshire 

Presentation at the Portsmouth Marriot Hotel, 
Portsmouth, on Wednesday 28th November at 7pm 

“One of England's largest HMC co-educational full boarding schools 
with 680 pupils aged 11-18 offering major bursaries to all children 
and grandchildren of seafarers” 



Education 



DAY 3 -18 Years HOARDING 9 - 18 Years 

• Excellent Sports Hall with spacious grounds 

• Caring family atmosphere 

• IIM Forces bursaries available 
Prospectus enquiries welcomed: 

IIchnc conflict Heads Secretary Tel: 01794-512206 or Fax: 01794 51*737 

KqcrOrini rfcartt, riMM( lo rducalr t hitdrrn 


TRINITY 



SCHOOL 


Boarding & day school for boys & girls 3-19 yrs 

Trinity School is thriving: 

And we want your youngsters to thrive with us 

♦ Almost £3 million has been spent on new facilities over the last 6 years 
4 Small classes 4 Christian ethos 

♦ Over 30 extra-curricular activities 

♦ 20 Advanced Irvrl subjects and GNVQ offered 
4 Boarding accommodation with en-suite facilities 

4 A friendly, caring environment with individual attention for all pupils 

♦ Set in beautiful 14 acre grounds, overlooking the English Channel 

♦ One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders with a real family atmosphere 

Bursaries available to forces families 

You will be warmly ur homed, when you visit site school Early application is recommend¬ 
ed, to amid disappointment. Please contact Lesley (Cunningham 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 


BUCKKRIDGE ROAI) • TEIGNMOUTU • DEVON • TQM 8LY 

Tel (01626) 774138 Fax(01626) 771541 

e-mail: Trinscl23@aol.com www.trinityschool.co.uk 

Member of AEGIS, BSA. ISA, ISIS. Accredited by British Council & ISC 


Bookings are now being taken 

for our next Navy News 

EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT 
please contact the Advertising Department 
on 023 9272 4226 



BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, Farkham. P017 5BL 

www.boundaryoak.co.uk 


Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 
Nursery school: rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 

GIRLS’ BOARDING AVAILABLE 

Family atmosphere * Large Sports Grounds * Strong Forces Link 

For full details of Scholarships and a Prospectus 
Please telephone: Fareham (01329) 280955. R*g Chanty 307346 


THE BIGGEST 
DECISION OF 
THEIR LIFE. 

....YOU’LL EVER MAKE 


For further details apply io: 

The Registrar, Kelly College, 
Tavistock, Devon, PL 19 OHZ 

Tel: 01822 813153: Fax: 01X22 612050: 

Registrar: KirwinC<0ukeilycollege.com 
http: www.kcllycollege.com 

Preparation for life 
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The New Peugeot 307 


RANGERS 


PEUGEOT 


For your free information pack on how to purchase a 
new Peugeot at special concession tax free and tax paid prices. 
Call Colin Clubley: 

Sales Hotline: 01980 653434 
Fax: 01980 654256 


www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk 


• The interior of the new Renault Clio. 


Best rate part exchange • low rate finance 
Discount insurance 

Call Natocars 01278 455555 NOW! 

: L. J3L 0 = 8 = □ .£. © © © 


•Jk 


^NATOCARS 

MM AW 1+opU tt J*. Omr A tW/W 

Wylds Rood • Bridgwater • Somerset TA6 4BH 
Tel: 01278 455555 • Fox: 01270 450396 

wwvoiato^r^^Mjl^^^Tiai^sales@nafocar^^MjMPteove^i^ul^o4ja^dd(e4^ 
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FREE 


*«™ our 

or ocain policies MOTOR INSURANCE 


Exclusive rates for HM Forces In the U K.. Northern Ireland & overseas 

New Platinum Insurance. 

Only available to H.M. Forces. Covers Car Breakdown in U.K. & Europe. 
Travel Insurance. Kit Road Rage. Lost Keys & Personal Accident 

All tor toss than 40p per day 


Special schemes available for military kit, home contents, 
buildings & travel insurance. 


Personal loans for any purpose 
£2000 - £25,000 4 


Possibly the most spocious car in its class - taller and wider than its 
predecessor and bearing a striking resemblance to a mini MPV. 


Available from 
Natocars who offer 

Special Military Prices 
on over 1,500 new cars, 
TAX FREE for export 
or TAX PAID for UK use 


0800 074 9402 


Open 365 days a year (8am to 10pm weekdays & 9am - 9pm weekends) 
Forces Direct Insurance Service Ltd (Credit Brokers), 

The Manor House. 10 St Margarets Green. Ipswich. Sutlofc IP4 2BS 
Tel (01473) 211951 Fax: (01473) 213898 

E f mm ■ a i m i E-mail sates»forcosd»rect co uk 

— 22ii ^ www.forcesdirect.co.uk 


I F YOU see a 1200cc 
hatchback tagged as 
being dynamic, you might 
be forgiven for recalling the 
old Austin Allegro which 
rarely showed a flair for a 
brisk tempo. 

But the version of Renault's 
new Clio Sport range designat¬ 
ed the Dynamiquc is certainly 
an impressive mover- more in 
the Cooper S class - with the 
new 16-valve engine fed by 
multipoint petrol injection 
producing 75bhp for lively per¬ 
formance and most impressive 
fuel economy. 

A consumption of just a gallon 
for 36 miles of city driving and 
nearly 58 on the open road brings 
an average economy of nearly 
48mpg on the combined cycle. 

The 0-62mph sprint time of 13 
seconds and 106mph maximum 
potential might not sound particu¬ 
larly racy, but apart from being 
more than adequate they bely 
excellent engine muscle, for this 
new power plant has 25 per cent 
more power and 15 per cent more 
torque than the old 1.2-litrc. 

In fact you would not believe 
that this is just a 1.2 - it feels as if 
you have got at least a 1.4-litrc 
engine under that smartly curved 
bonnet, with snappy throttle 
response as you snick up through 
the gears. 

The Sport element is not just a 
matter of branding in the rest of 
the package, with taut sports sus¬ 
pension and a higher-ratio electric 
power-assisted steering requiring 
just 2.8 turns of the wheel lock to 
lock. 

This chubby and roomy hatch is 
a real road-gripper too, riding on 
15-inch alloy wheels shod with 
185/55 tyres - the same size rubber 
as on my much-bigger Saab. 

All the latest Clios have a very 
high specification, with even the 
£7,495 entry-level model including 
anti-lock braking with emergency 
brake assist, twin frontal and side 
airbags, power steering, electric 
front windows, remote central 
locking, and four-speaker hi-fi with 
fingertip remote control operation 
on the wheel. 

Rising through the range you 
gain electrically-adjusted and heat¬ 
ed door mirrors, sunroof, height- 
adjustable driver's scat. 60:40 
split/folding haek scat with three 
height-adjustable head restraints, 
and details like the exterior tem¬ 
perature display. 

The Dynamique s sporting fea¬ 
tures add leather-rimmed steering 
wheel, front fog lamps, rear boot 
spoiler, supportive and cosseting 
sports front seats with the driver s 


MILITARY SALES 


MODEL: Renault Clio 1.2 16V Dynamique. 

PRICE: £8,495. 

ENGINE: 1.2-litre 16-valve with multipoint petrol 
injection, producing 75bhp. 

TRANSMISSION: Five-speed manual change. 
PERFORMANCE: 0-62mph in 13 seconds; top 
speed I06mph. 

ECONOMY: Combined cycle: 47.9 mpg. 

SERVICE INTERVAL: 18,000 miles or two years. 


• The new Renault Clio Dynamique 


• The new Renault Clio t sister to the sporty Dynamique. 


having lumbar adjustment, and 
also a trip computer. 

It is a comprehensively- 
equipped machine, and if you 
don't want to give up your two-litre 
saloon because your last 12(K)cc 
motor was an ancient and lacklus¬ 
tre Triumph Herald, you really 
should give this a trv. 

Not only is it as nippy and nim¬ 
ble as you could wish for. and 
requiring rare visits to the filling 
station, you will sec the garage 
receptionist even more rarely, with 
service intervals of 18.000 miles or 
once every two years. 

And don't lorgct that your vehi¬ 
cle excise licence will he cheaper 
because of the engine capacity and 
impressively low carbon dioxide 
emission of just 139 grammes. 


CAR FACTS 


Dynamique - 
et magnifique 
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MR PETER Evans of Cardiff writes that he has come across old pho¬ 
tographs of the Cornwell Medal and asks if it is still in circulation. 

We can tell him that the medal was first presented to the Navy 
League in 1916 in memory of Boy 1st Class John Travers Cornwell, 
who died from wounds received while serving In HM5 Chester in the 
Battle of Jutland that year and was awarded a posthumous VC. 

Since 1917 it has been awarded to the Cadet with the highest mark in 
the Petty Officers Advancement Course held at the Sea Cadet Training 
Centre at HMS Excellent. 

PO Cadet Natalie Marple of Wolverhampton Unit rs the current recipi¬ 
ent. 






Mantle turn out 
for the Prince 


Boxer in silence 


A little spot of 
tummy trouble 

1 DON’T worry, mum - it’s not as bad as it looks . . / 

Gruesome make-up lent a strong element of realism to Exercise 
Viking Spirit at York, where 18 Manchester District Cadets were 
asked to play the part of casualties in support of the RNR Medical 
Group, 

AB Simon Gallagher is seen here looking very much the worse 
for wear, playing his part in the exercise arranged by the Army 
medical training unit at Queen Elizabeth Barracks and Towthorpe 
Lines and the RN Medical Group at Portsmouth, designed to test 
the readiness of the RNR. 

The cadets worked shifts throughout the days and nights — 
proving to one and all their ability to get on with the job with the 
minimum of fuss. 


for America 


ONE minute's silence was 
held by cadets at the start 
of courses on board TS 
Boxer's minehunter* the 
former HMSIveston, as a 
mark of respect for those 
who died in the New York 
and Washington bombings. 

Thurrock U nil’s ship was 
being used for Seamanship 
and Marine Engineering Spec¬ 
ialisation courses by cadets 
from Essex and the Greater 
London Area, 

The Sea Cadet ensign and Pilot 
Jack were also flown at half mast, 
being lowered during a special 
Colours ceremony on completion 
of the week-end of courses, 

• Right: TS Boxer observes 
a minute’s silence for the USA 

Lucky 

thirteen 

COMMODORE Sea Cad¬ 
ets Cdre Roger Parker 
talks to TS itchen during 
their Royal Naval 
Inspection. 

He enrolled 13 new 
cadets at the event also 
attended by the Mayor of 
Winchester, Cllr Theresa 
Evans. 


WHEN the Prince of Wales came to 
open the new Wardroom at RN air sta¬ 
tion Yeovilton, TS Mantle VC cadets 
were asked to assist. 

They provided street lining, Guard 
of Honour and car door services and 
at the end of Ihe event an Ensign 
Party for Beat Retreat/Sunset with the 
Band of HM Royal Marines CTC 
Lympstone. 
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Fancy 

dress! 


W ITH their smart red T customised tracksuits and 
caps, the South West were brightest and best at 
this year's national combined regatta, held at 
Edgbaston reservoir, home to TS Vernon {right). 

They proved their might by winning the Navy League 
Cup by a staggering 281 points. The Armitage Trophy tor 
canoeing saw them take first place in all four categories. 
A first and two seconds in the boat handling competi¬ 
tions brought an overall second place for the Stena 
Seal ink Cup. while a creditable performance in boat 
pulling earned them a joint first with the Northern Area 
lor the Dawson Trophy. 

Meanwhile TS Glamorgan (below right) entered their 
local Penarth Town Carnival for the first time - and came 
first! Their float and costumes were designed and built 
entirely by the Cadets and staff. 

And Cadets from all over Britain have formed the 
national Hornpipe and Cutlass Swinging Display Team at 
a number of events in the past season - notably the 
International Festival of the Sea at Portsmouth (below 
left), where they seem to be supporting the Merchant 
Navy .,. And why not? 


Hornet give thanks for new home 

GOSPORT Unit TS Hornet have officially received 
the key of their customised new HQ from Roger 
Lewis, Chief Executive of Berkeley Homes. 

The building, provided and completely refur¬ 
bished by the company, “will see the unit through 
the next 30-40 years", said TS Hornet’s CO, Lt Terry 
O’Neill. 

It has been named Berkeley Hall in recognition of 
their “enormous generosity". 

At a ceremony attended by the Mayor of Gosport, 
Cllr Dennis Wright, the Mayoress, Cllr Jill Wright, 
many other Council dignitaries and the unit’s 
patron, Lady Fieldhouse, Mr Lewis witnessed the 
March Past and inspected the Ceremonial Guard 
and Colour Party (left) before moving on to 
Divisions. 

His own involvement with Gosport went back 
many years, he said, and his formative years had 
been spent in a youth organisation similar to the 
Sea Cadets. 

Unit president Cap! Rodney Bowden also paid 
tribute to Berkeley Homes - and to Gosport 
Borough Council and Mayors past and present 
whose help had been invaluable during the three- 
year project. Hampshire County Council had also 
been generous with help with running costs. 
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AWARDS FOR NEWLY RESTORED OLDEST WARSHIP AFLOAT 


tions 

mli 

Trinco's the 


pride of 


Hartlepool 


• FLASHBACK: HMS Trincomalee - then TS Foudroyant 
Portsmouth in 1987 


m NON-STOP MAINTENANCE: HMS Trincomalee shipwrights David Lilley (left) and 
Leo Dolphin caulk the quarterdeck 


oration, English Heritage, 
Hartlepool Borough Council 
and the European Regional 
Development Fund. 

The project has absorbed 
three quarters of a million 
man hours of specialist craft 
and technical work and it is 
estimated that the Trust has 
injected into the local econo- 
my, as a direct result of the 
project, over £8 million in 
wages, services and purchas¬ 
es. 

The Trust has also provided 
a major visitor attraction from 
what was little more than a 
hulk and employed nearly 50 
local people at the height of 
the project. 

Mayor of Hartlepool Cllr 


Doug Ferriday told Navy 
New s: "Hartlepool Borough 
Council is delighted to be 
supporting this superb pro¬ 
ject that has saved the vessel 
for the nation, and which is 
now for the education and 
enjoyment of the public, par¬ 
ticularly here in the North 
East. 

Current Chairman of the 
Trust, Col Michael Stewart 
said it was a project by which 
other ship restorations might 
be judged.” 

"We now have to move on 
and secure a Visitor Centre 
that will complement and do 
full justice to the restored 
ship in order to display her 
magnificently and conserve 


- arrives at Hartlepool from 


her for the future.” 

He said the local Sea 
Cadets - who have adopted 
the name TS Trincomalee - 
were regular users of the ship 
and had excelled themselves 
at ceremonial duties on many 
formal occasions. 

HMS Trincomalee is open 
every day at Hartlepool 
Historic Quay from 10.30a.m. 
Admission prices are £3.50 
for adults, £2.30 for conces¬ 
sions and there is a family 
ticket for £9.30. Tours with 
audioguides or in guided 
groups are available and the 
ship can also be chartered for 
a range of functions and wed¬ 
dings. Tel 01429 223193 for 
details. 


B RITAIN’S oldest ship afloat, the frigate HMS Trincomalee, has won a 
major international prize. On Trafalgar Day the HMS Trincomalee Trust 
at Hartlepool announced the completion of an 11-year project to restore 
her as near as possible to her original 1817 condition - and revealed that it 
had won the World Ship Trust’s prestigious International Maritime Heritage 
Award. 


An Award for Individual 
Achievement has also 
been made to Capt David 
Smith, president and for¬ 
mer chairman of the HMS 
Trincomalee Trust. 

The presentations will be 
made at Buckingham Palace 
in November by the Patron of 
the Trust, the Duke of 
Edinburgh. 

Capt Smith told Navy News: 
“Our resolve never faltered. 
We have had outstanding 
support from all our funding 
partners and a faith that the 
tenacity and skills of the ship¬ 
wrights of Hartlepool, and 
everyone else in the team, 
would see this project to a 
successful conclusion. And 
so it has been." 

HMS Trincomalee is the 
sole floating survivor of more 
than 300 sailing frigates built 
for the Royal Navy. 

Constructed to the design 
of the Admiralty by the East 
India Company in Bombay in 
1817, the teak-built ship had 
two major commissions - to 
the West Indies and to the 
Pacific between 1847 and 
1857. She was later a drill ship 
and spent 15 years at 
Hartlepool from 1862. Saved 
from being broken up in 1897, 
she was purchased privately 
for training youngsters and 
re-named TS Foudroyant, 
being based at Falmouth and 
Milford Haven before being 
towed to Portsmouth in 1932. 

During World War II she 
was mobilised with HMS 
Implacable and both ships 
were commissioned as HMS 
Foudroyant for training new 
entry ratings. 

After the war Foudroyant 


carried on training young 
people under the Foudroyant 
Trust continuously until 1986. 
By then, in view of her deteri¬ 
orating condition, the 
Trustees decided to cease the 
training programme and 
attempt to restore her as near 
as possible to her original 
configuration. 

After careful consideration 
of around 30 locations, 
Hartlepool was chosen for the 
restoration work and later as 
the ship’s new permanent 
home. The Teeside 
Development Corporation 
saw her as an icon of the 
renaissance that was under¬ 
way in the town and there was 
much local enthusiasm for 
the project. 

A bove all, however, 
Hartlepool had a 
skilled workforce avail¬ 
able who were capable of 
undertaking the task, having 
recently completed the refur¬ 
bishment of HMS Warrior, 
which by then had moved to 
Portsmouth. 

In 1987 the Trincomalee 
was brought to Hartlepool 
and after much research and 
fundraising the restoration 
programme began in earnest 
on January 1, 1990. The ship 
was berthed afloat in Jackson 
Basin and the work was done 
“top-down", starting with the 
removal of many of the non¬ 
original features that had 
been added during her train¬ 
ing days. 

There were several key 
decisions at this time, such as 
the use of opepe to replace 
decaying teak, the manufac¬ 
ture of hollow metal masts 


rather than wood to aid ser¬ 
vices, maintenance and venti¬ 
lation, and the use of sophis¬ 
ticated detecting equipment 
to identify decayed timber. 

In 1992 the ship’s name 
reverted from TS Foudroyant 
to her original as HMS 
Trincomalee. 

The work progressed as 
funding allowed and by the 
Autumn of 1996 the ship was 
ready to be moved into the 
adjacent dry dock at 
Hartlepool Historic Quay to 
begin the crucial work on the 
below-the-waterline hull 
structure. 

A major grant of £4 million 
from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund allowed this to go ahead 
and by late 1999 the lower hull 
had been restored and "cop¬ 
per-bottomed”. A traditional 
silver nail ceremony was held 
to celebrate the completion of 
the work and the ship was 
refloated, with inclining 
experiments to check stabili¬ 
ty. 

Much had still to be done, 
however, in fitting-out within 
the ship and to interpret the 
conditions and equipment on 
board during her commis¬ 
sioned days. 

A particular innovation in 
the restoration has been the 
inclusion of two platform lifts 
that now provide access for 
the disabled to the three main 
decks - but most significant 
of all has been the retention of 
more than 60 per cent of the 
original fabric. 

Over the past 11 years the 
Trust has raised £10.5 million 
towards it. Major contribu¬ 
tors, besides the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, have been the 
Teeside Development Corp¬ 


• NEWLY RESTORED: The carvings , or ‘gingerbreadabove the Captain's Cabin at 
the stem of the ship 
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Options 


byshire 


submariners 

celebrate 

THE FACT that Derbyshire is 
landlocked did not prevent the 
county branch of the Submariners 
Association putting on a packed 
RN Submarine Service Centenary 
Celebration Weekend. 

It started with a coffee morning 
in the parlour of the Mayor of 
Derby, attended by the Executive 
Officer of Derby's adopted subma¬ 
rine, I IMS Sovereign. 

Lt Cdr Paul Blytn was accompa¬ 
nied by 21 of the ship’s company 
and the team visited Dolphin 
Ward of the Derby Children’s 
Hospital during the weekend. 

One special guest at the centen¬ 
nial buffet dance was Mrs Kath 
Williamson (95), whose lather 
served in Holland 1. the Royal 
Navy’s first submarine. 

Her grandson Tom serves in the 
US Submarine Service, and he 
read a message from the 
Americans’ chief. Admiral 
Bowman. 

Also attending was Lady 
Winifred Hilton, niece of World 
War I VC Norman Holbrook. 

Tree for all 
the nurses 
dedicated 

FIRST event to mark the cente¬ 
nary of Queen Alexandra’s Royal 
Navy Nursing Service next year 
was the dedication of a horse 
chestnut tree at the Royal 
Hospital Haslar. 

Trie Rev Jeremy Ames led the 
service in the hospital’s Garden of 
Remembrance. 

Safety first 
for MASU 

THE MOBILE Aircraft Support 
Unit at Gosport has won a top 
Five Star award from the British 
Safety Council following a com¬ 
prehensive health and safety man¬ 
agement audit which examined 
every aspect of the workplace. 


Anglo- 

French 

landing 


During exercises off 
the west coast of 
Scotland the French 
landing ship Siroco 
embarked a detachment 
of Royal Marines and 
three Sea King heli¬ 
copters of 846 Naval Air 
Squadron. Seen here 
with her Commanding 
Officer, Captain Jean- 
Marie Lhuissier, are (left 
to right) Lt Cdr Terry 
Pegrum, Lt Cdr Aidan 
O'Sullivan and Lt Cdr 
Jonathan Burgess. 

Photo: Cols Bleus 


Naval section after 20 


THE DUKE of York’s Royal Military School at Dover now has a 
Naval Section as part of the strong CCF contingent - its first 
in 200 years. 

The inauguration was conducted by Special Commissioner 
Rear Admiral John Trewby. “With a school that is tri-Service, 
with the increasing tri-Services co-operation of the Armed 
Forces themselves, and with Dover's strong maritime tradi¬ 
tions, it is right and proper that the school should now boast 
its own Naval section.” 

The section is in the capable hands of Lt Andrew Whale, 
who recently joined the staff from Pangbourne School, and 
S/Lt Paul Dyer, an ex-submariner with 20 years' service. 


New 'off the 
shelf missile 

for Marines 


ROYAL Marines are to get a new “fire and forget” anti-tank weapon. 


Two international consortia 
have been invited to compete 
for a contract worth over £300 
million to supply the new 
weapon to rapid reaction 
forces, including 3 Commando 
Brigade, in 2005. 

Defence Procurement Minister 
Lord Bach said: “This new weapon 
will defeat the most sophisticated 
armour and defensive countermea¬ 
sures that we expect to be 
deployed by hostile forces in the 
future - and we will be able to 
upgrade the weapon to cope with 
the threat as it evolves. 

“The same weapon will equip all 
our light and mechanised infantry 
for the next 20 years. We are also 
studying the procurement of a 
new, longer range guided weapon 
for use by our armoured infantry.” 

The new weapon will be an “off 
the shelf” system with the mini¬ 
mum number of changes needed to 
meet UK requirements so that it 
can be brought into service as 
quickly as possible. 

The tender has been issued to 
the US Government in partnership 
with the Lockheed Martin/Ray- 
thcon joint venture for the provi¬ 
sion of the Javelin system and to 
Matra BAc Dynamics for the Spike 
system. 

The Light Forces Anti Tank 
Guided Weapon System project 
began in June 1999* for a weapon 
capable of defeating existing and 
future named battlefield tanks at a 
range of at least 2,500m, in day or 
night and in all weather and cli¬ 
matic conditions. 

The chosen weapon will replace 
the Milan anti-tank missile system. 

J Meanwhile the Roval Marines 


have also unveiled their own new 
‘Hippo’ amphibious armoured 
recovery vehicle at the 
Amphibious Trials and Training 
Unit at Instow, near Barnstaple. 

The 50-tonnc vehicle, based on 
a Leopard tank, demonstrated its 
amphibious capabilities and the 
recovery of damaged vehicles in 
surf. 

A contract has also been signed 
with General Dynamics (UK) Ltd 
for the Bowman communications 
system - the largest such military' 
programme ever undertaken in the 
UK. 

The £1.8 billion contract will 


cover the supply of Bowman and 
support for the first five years, up 
to 2009. In addition to secure, reli¬ 
able voice communications for the 
Armed Forces - including the 
Royal Marines - the system pro¬ 
vides a tactical internet and auto¬ 
matic position locating, navigation 
and reporting. 


Sheppey 
goes on 
show 


AN EXHIBITION depicting over 
300 years of Naval presence 
on Sheppey will go on display 
in Sheerness Library, Russell 
Street, Sheerness from 
November 24-December 29. 

A booklet in the Historic 
Sheppey series entitled 
* Sheppey and the Royal Nav/ will 
accompany the exhibition 
which is sponsored by the 
Sheppey Heritage Trust, Kent 
County Council Arts & 
Libraries, Swale Borough 
Council, Sheerness TCM and 
Sheerness Society and with 
assistance from the National 
Lotteries Awards for All. 

Exhibits will include a 
model of HMS Leopard by 
George Stockwell, artefacts 
from the explosions of HMS 
Bulwark and Princess Irene in 
Sheerness Harbour and many 
photographs and engravings 
depicting Naval life and 
events on Sheppey during the 
time Sheerness was a Royal 
Dockyard. 


Battle 
of the 
chefs 


FOOD fans from across the MOD 
arc invited to watch the finest of 
their chefs do battle at the presti¬ 
gious Combined Services Culinary 
Competition at Sandown Park, 
Fisher from November 19-21. 

Members of the MOD, Service 
and civilian, with permanent 
MOD ID cards will be admitted 
between 0800 and 1830 on all 
three days, while anyone else 
interested can obtain a ticket by 
contacting Major Nigel Shepherd 
on 01225 468088. 

As well as Live Theatre (where 
chefs and stewards compete 
against each other and the clock) 
there is a Field Catering 
Competition and static displays of 
chefs’ individual and team skills. 

The competition at Sandown 
Exhibition Centre is open to all 
Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air 
Force. MOD civilian caterers and 
contract caterers working on 
MOD sites. 

The Bath-based Defence 
Catering Group oversees the 
MOD’s huge catering operation - 
managing the serving of 245,900 
meals every day in over 1,1 KM) out¬ 
lets and a food budget of £120 mil¬ 
lion. 

Llandaffs gather 

THE SEAFARERS Association 
held a special service at Llandaff 
Cathedral, Cardiff to mark the 
25th anniversary of the laying up 
of the bell and Ensign of HMS 
Llandaff. Capt George Oxley, her 
last CO, four of her officers and 30 
of her final ship’s company were 
joined by other ex-Llandaffs, 
including the very first from 1955. 
Sold to Bangladesh in 1976, the 
Salisbury-class frigate was last 
seen in Chinese waters in 1999. 


Science 

strategy 


THE MOD’S strategy for 
science and innovation 
has been placed on the 
MOD website, fulfilling a 
commitment made in a 
Government White Paper 
in July 2000. 

Under-Secretary of 
State Dr Lewis Moonie 
said: "TheUK Armed 
Forces are amongst the 
best equipped in the 
world. This strategy rein¬ 
forces our commitment to 
supporting innovation to 
meet future technological 
challenges. 

The strategy can be 
seen at www.mod.uk. 


All NEW subscribers will receive 6 FREE postcard 
size pictures to kickstart an exciting and 
interesting collection of ships of the Royal Navy 

ONLY £10.50 FOR 
12 MONTHS 

The featured ship for November is 
HMS Nottingham. To receive a 
postcard size picture of her and of 
the next eleven featured ships, 
simply phone 023 9282 6040 or 
send your cheque/PO for £10.50 to 
the address below. 

Each month you will receive a 
glossy photograph helping you to 
build a comprehensive and 
interesting collection. 

Orders To: 

The Business Manager, 

Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, 

Queen Street, 

Portsmouth, POI 3HH 


Cheques payable to Navy News, 
payment by Credit Card/Switch, 
UK & Abroad, please use 
the coupon on page 4 


Postcard size pictures from 1956 to present date 

There are over 500 black and white glossy postcards 
available on request at a cost of 65p each (min order 
£1.95). To receive a free list simply write to the 
Promotions Department or phone 023 9282 6040 


Or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk 
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NAVY boxers gave a gtKxl account 
of themselves against a Home 
Counties team at Bedford 

Two of the host leant failed to 
show up, leaving LPT Jason Steel 
and LPT Stuart O’Conner as spec¬ 
tators, but there was plenty for 
them to enjoy in the performances 
of their team-mates, 

OM Ben Hall (HMS Colling- 
wood) gave away weight and expe¬ 
rience to gel on the bill and make 
his Navy debut, and going into the 
third round of a gruelling contest 
he was leading on points, but two 
big punches forced the referee to 
stop the bout with seconds left. 

MEM Max Maxwell (HMS 
Dryad) took on the Home 
Counties light middleweight cham¬ 
pion Paul Sweet land - and the 
local hero was soon on the canvas 
as the sailor's aggressive opening 
floored him with a left hook. 


In the second round the champi¬ 
on hauled himself hack into con¬ 
tention, and both men traded 
heavy blows in the second and 
third rounds - hut a piledriver right 
from Sweet land forced the referee 
to stop the bout. 

Navy heavyweight Mne Mick 
O'Connell started to redress the 
balance when his switches of attack 
from bead to body proved loo 
much for his opponent, who took 
two standing counts and lost to the 
Royal on a unanimous decision 
Scottish international Mne Kcv 
Green rounded the evening off in 
fine style when he outboxed and 
outgunned 1 tome Counties welter¬ 
weight champion Jay Hawser 
Greens salvoes of jabs and 
lightning right hand strikes wore 
his opponent down and brought 
him a unanimous points decision. 
The following weekend saw 


Cardiff fails 
to take trophy 

RUGBY players from HMS 
Cardiff failed in their bid to win 
the first match played for the 
Cardiff Cup. 

The destroyer took on the 
police in Cardiff for a new trophy 
provided by retiring Chief 
Superintendant Gerry Toms, 

The Navy side found themselves 
24-0 down after just ten minutes, 
and 311 down at half-time, and 
although HMS Cardiff scored (wo 
quick tries - by Dave Jones and 
Andy Ribby, with a Rob Price con¬ 
version - the police hit back with 
ten points to finish 40-12 ahead. 

HMS C ardiff's Rob Lowe was 
delighted to hear the whistle - in 
the previous two encounters he 
had been knocked out and 
received a broken jaw. 


AT LAST - SOMETHING 
WITH BALLS! 

(D Portsmouth Royal Navy Football Club 

is looking for individuals to assist with the 
running of the Club. Established in 1962, the Club is 
part of I he RN & RM Sports Club (formerly the United 
Services Sports Club - Portsmouth) and is open to 
both the Service and Civilian Players. Currently 
playing in the Hampshire Premier League, the Club 
was a founder member of the Jewson Wessex League 
and competed in that league until this season 
(the 2nd team remain in the jewson Wessex Combination League), 

) l laving formed Portsmouth Royal Navy Youth FC last season through a merger with 
Fareh.im Borough Youth Football Club, we have a highly successful and productive Youth 
training policy that looks to develop young players (both Service and Civilian) and 
provide them with the opportunity to play at the appropriate level whatever their age. 
Fielding 3 youth teams around the County has certainly place PRNFC in the spotlight and 
already many of our youth players are now regulars in our 2 senior sides and have been 
selected to represent the County Youth team, 

@ The Club is now looking to build for the future and the ultimate aim is to return to the 
jewson Wessex league at the earliest opportunity, but the Hampshire Premier League is 
highly competitive as success cannot be guaranteed. Therefore we need individuals to 
help build the foundations for success, whether it's as qualified coaches, programme 
compiiers/sellers, tea makers, team managers, players, supporters, physios etc. Even if you 
consider yourself to have no appropriate skills but would just like to get involved, we 
would lie delighted to see you. All are welcome and all are necessary for a growing club, 

(§) At the moment we are specifically interested in attracting an Assistant Manager/Manager 
for the 2nd (Senior) Team. This post is crucial to the Club as it provides the vital link 
between the Youth teams and the Senior side. A$ such it requires an individual who is 
dedicated to the development of young players and can blend them with more 
experienced individuals but remain flexible enough to meet the needs of the Senior side. 
It is not an easy job and requires considerable personal commitment. Have you got what 
it takes to be successful? 

® If you are interested in joining PRNFC or wish to obtain further information then please 
do not hesitate to contact either; 

Dave Bridger (Work; 023 9254 7690, Home: 01489 570457) 
or Steve Gaskin {Work: 023 9228 4558, Home: 023 9234 0745) 


Club sponsor 


THE SUCCESSES of the Wales 
URNl on the rugby pitch have 
paid off with a sponsorship deal 
from Swansea RFC providing new 
playing kit. 

The team has won the last four 
inicr-University championships. 

The sponsorship included tick¬ 
ets to Swansea matches, meetings 
with the players and, hopefully, 
training sessions in the future. 


Aussie rules 


A YACHTSMAN from the Royal 
Australian Navy took the honours 
in the national Bosun champi¬ 
onships after a six-race scries. 

In champagne conditions - 211- 
knot winds, blue skies and flat seas 
in Portsmouth Harbour - it was 
Martin Linslcy of the RAN who 
sparkled, with RAF man Derrick 
Page winning the final race com¬ 
fortably to consign the Navy’s 
Alan Pitt to third place. 


Martin finishes 


• Middleweight WEA Fish (red headguard, HMS Coilingwood) gets a close-up of MEA Chase's right 
hand during the Portsmouth area novice boxing championships, which Fish won . 

Boxers make their mark 


International 


board in the first three sin¬ 
gles matches, with wins 
from Whitehead, Westbury 
and Terry Taylor, 

There was an air of 
expectancy around the 
camp as news filtered from 
the course that the Navy 
were ahead in two other 
matches. 

And when Hawkins made 
an amazing birdie at the last 
hole to halve his match, 
things looked rosy. 

Regrettably, the advan¬ 
tage slipped away over the 
last few holes, and the RAF 
took the title 7-5. 

Pick of the RN players was 
Navy champion Darryl 
Whitehead, who dropped just 
a half point in four rounds, 
including victories against 
both Service champions. 

Adam Hawkins went 
through unbeaten, with two 
wins and two halves. 
Although disappointed to 
have got so close, it was still 
a sterling effort from a 
below-strength team, and 
with next season's squad 
potentially stronger and 
team spirit high, the deter¬ 
mination to redress the bal¬ 
ance in 2002 is evident. 

The event was again 
sponsored by computer sys¬ 
tems company EMC. 

The Navy team were sup¬ 
ported during their first 
match by David Hobbs from 
Fleet Support Limited, Navy 
golf’s new sponsors. 

With just the Cornish 
Ptskey to go in this year's 
calendar, thoughts are now 
turning to next year. 

Command secretaries are 
asked to note that the annu¬ 
al meeting of the RNGA 
General Committee will take 
place at 0930 on Monday, 
December 3, at Lee-on-the- 
Solent Goff Club. 


Maxwell and LPT Steele in action 
in the Novice ABA championships 
in the Army gy m at Aldershot. 

Steele took on the Army's fight¬ 
er in the semi-final, and knocked 
him out in round two. 

In the final, against the RAF 
man, Steele's relentless attacks 
were proving top much when disas¬ 
ter struck, and the Navy man had 
to be withdrawn with a broken 
nose and badly-split lip. 

Maxwell's semi-final was a brief 
affair, with the referee stopping it 
in the first round to stop his oppt*- 
nem taking further punishment. 
The final went the distance, but 
Maxwell's hand speed and classy 
footwork meant the Navy man won 
a unanimous decision - and a place 
on the Combined Services novices 
team which goes forward to the All 
England Novices quarter-finals. 


at the very top 


WITH just ;i week to go 
before he left the Royal 
Marines, Martin Hallett 
retained his inter-Servkes 
sports climbing title, hut 
other successes were few 
and far between. 

Apart from Musii Sandra 
Jones' victory in the Ladies 
Under-2Ss, the competition, at 
the Foundry Climbing Centre 
in Sheffield, was dominated by 
the Army. 

With two free-climbing cate¬ 
gories (Open and U-25s) "dual 
dissimilar" heals were used for the 
former, and a single heal for the 
la tier, which meant exciting sport 
for spectators as there were up to 
three climbers on the wall al once. 

Although the RN RM and RAF 
teams did their best to topple the 
Army* current holders of tlie Open 
and 0-25 titles, it was not enough 
as the soldiers proved their pedi¬ 
gree once again. 

The event was organised jointly 
by the three Service mountaineer¬ 
ing clubs, and sponsored by 
Cotswold Essential Outdoor. 
Edelweiss Ropes. High Places and 
HB Climbing Equipment. 


• Mne Martin Hallett, inter-Services Open sports climbing cham¬ 
pion, in action . 


rugby dates 

BURNABY Road is scheduled to 
host international rugby again this 
month following the success of the 
Combined Services match against 
Arcentina last year. 

The fixtures pencilled in are 
both Combined Services fixtures, 
against the Barbarians 
November 6 and Romania 
November 13. 


on 

on 


THE ROYAL Navy men s 
team came agonisingly 
close to retaining the 
inter-Service title at this 
year's championships at 
Fulford Golf Club, writes 
Navy golf secretary Cdr 
Gary Skin ns. 

After last year's historic 
win, hopes were high of an 
even rarer feat - retention of 
the trophy. 

Even when availability 
problems hit the selected 
team, with three first-choice 
players unable to be 
released, they were still con¬ 
fident of being able to come 
away with the spoils, 

AN the expectations were 
borne out when the Navy 
began with a resounding 9-3 
victory over the Army, 
including an unprecedented 
whitewash in the four¬ 


somes. 

The inspired selections by 
non-playing captain Lt Cdr 
Neil Hmch were LWEM(R) 
Alistair Westbury/Lt Cdr 
Mark Taylor, Lt Cdr Darryl 
Whitehead/MEA Adam 
Hawkins, Cdr lan YuIIl/CPO 
Fred McEvoy and Lt Guy 
Norris/Lt Terry Taylor. 

Following this, the overall 
result was never in doubt, 
and with singles wins from 
Whitehead, Westbury, Norris, 
Terry Taylor and Hawkins, 
the Navy success was com¬ 
plete. 

The following day, the 
RAF beat the Army Th -4!4, 
which meant the Navy only 
needed a halved match to 
retain the title. 

But after a terrible start - 
the Navy managed to gain 
just a half point in the four¬ 
somes, through Whitehead 
and Hawkins - it was always 
going to be difficult 

Hopes were raised when 
the Navy put points on the 


Close - but 
golf title goes 
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Fencers 
continue 
to make 
their point 

NAVY fencers continued to domi¬ 
nate Services competitions, the 
latest being the RAF's annual onc- 
hit epee event at RAF Cosford. 

A powerful Naval contingent car¬ 
ried off I he Charles Mott 
Memorial Cup for a record third 
year in a row against opposition 
from nine RAF and RAF Veterans 
teams. 

A scratch team of Mne Will 
Hale (RMR London) and RAF 
veterans took second place, with 
Will winning the One-Hit individ¬ 
ual trophy as the tournament's top 
fencer, writes S/Lt Sacha Brooks 
RNR. 

In a day of outstanding perfor¬ 
mances. the Royal Navy line-up 
was Services Champion at Arms 
LAM Mark Needham (Cu Id rose). 
Lt Cdr Matthew Clark (FOSM) 
and AFM Gareth Green (Sultan). 

Clark’s aggressive style paid div¬ 
idends. beating all of the RAF 
Veterans three-man team and sup¬ 
porting Needham’s deadly blend 
of lightning speed and astonishing 
accuracy which predictably domi¬ 
nated the opposition to put the 
Navy top. 

The imposing presence of 6ft 
4in Gareth Green, aged 19. who 
was making his Navy debut, gave 
added value to the Needham/ 
Clark combination. 

In spite of his relative inexperi¬ 
ence - having only started fencing 
in May - he won 12 of his 23 fights, 
show ing a great deal of talent and 
promise for the future. 

Congratulations also to Mne 
Hale, although a ‘reserve’ for the 
RN team, who joined up with two 
RAF veterans in an attempt to 
wreak havoc on the Navy squad’s 
chances. 

Notwithstanding Hale's 
interminable patience, cou¬ 
pled with pinpoint accuracy, 
and despite winning an 
unbeaten 20 out of 23 fights 
to win the individual trophy, 
his mixed ‘scratch team’ did 
not impede the RN enough 
to take victory. 

In the end. the only prize not 
won bv the Senior Service was that 
for the best RAF team. 

Apart from two more tours to 
Guernsey and Canada, this event 
rounds off a hugely successful year 
for Navy- epeeists. 

2001 has seen many newcomers 
and a demonstrable improvement 
in the standard of fencing across 
the board at Service, national and 
international levels, with results 
including a bronze medal for Lt 
C dr Maggie Myers (RNR) at the 
Veterans World Championships 
held in Martinique. 

■ November 24 sees the Navy 
Knock-out competition at HMS 
Collingwood. 

Teams of three (epee, foil and 
sabre) are required, with prizes 
awarded for the winning team and 
best novice. 

The event is specifically aimed 
at encouraging new and interested 
fencers, and all standards are wel¬ 
come. 

Further details about the event, 
or Navy fencing, arc available 
from Lt Cdr Mark Barton (IIMS 
Sultan) on 93843 ex 2329. 

All square in 
hockey event 

A COMBINED Portsmouth/Fleet 
team won the Under 23s inler- 
Command hockey tournament, 
beating the Royal Marines into 
second place with Plymouth third. 

But the Royals turned the tables 
in the indoor event, with I he com¬ 
bined Portsmouth/FIcet team 
again consigning Plymouth to 
third place. 

Man of the tournament was 
Mne Pete Brittain-Dodd. 





Four-way success for triathletes 


NAVY triathletes took the honours in 
the four individual competitions in this 
year’s inter-Services event. 

Held as part of the Brighton 
International Triathlon, the Services 
competition was an ideal opportunity 
for the Navy to blood some new talent, 
as the team had been shorn of a num¬ 
ber of established performers because 
of injury, deployments and leave. 

In the men’s event, CpI Garry Gerrard 
RM (Cdo Log Regt) was almost two 
minutes down following the swim - his 


weakest event - but by the second of 
eight laps on the bikes the lead was 
being whittled away. 

Garry, the defending champion, went 
on to win by more than a minute from 
his nearest rival, picking up the veter¬ 
ans’ title as well. 

In the ladies’ race, POWWTR Vicky 
Norton (DLO Bath) led from start to fin¬ 
ish, completing the event more than 
five minutes ahead of the field, to retain 
her title. 

POWWTR Lindsay Gannon 


(CINCFLEET) followed Vicky’s example 
by winning the veteran ladies competi¬ 
tion, gaining her first inter-Services 
triathlon title. 

The newcomers found the going 
tough against the Army in the team 
competition, but the veterans were in 
the running until a puncture put an end 
to their challenge. 

If anyone is interested in taking up 
triathlon in the Navy, contact POPT 
Sean Childs at Britannia RN College ext 
7185 or contact your unit PTI. 


Royals clinch third 
championship title 


ROYAL Marines foot¬ 
ballers have made it a hat- 
trick of wins in the intcr- 
Command championships, 
beating Scotland 3-2 in 
extra time of an exciting 
final. 

Scotland had edged through 
to the final with a penalty 
shoot-out against last year's 
beaten finalists. Naval Air 
Command. 

The Royals pushed forward 
from the beginning of (lie final, 
and Uxik the lead in the 7th minute 
with a clinical strike by Msn Jason 
Airlie. 

Scotland worked the ball down 
the flanks, but could not find the 
killer pass, and lhe Royals gradual¬ 
ly cranked up the pressure again. 

Scottish keeper OM Steve 
Stevenson needed to make a num¬ 
ber of good saves, but could not 
prevent CpI Lee Wcathcrall dou¬ 
bling the lead when he lobbed 
home from 25 yards. 

The Scots started the stronger 
after the break, and veteran Royals 
keeper C'/Sgt Ned Nixon haJ to 
produce some outstanding saves. 

But the pressure paid off when 
LMEM Mark Bloomfield steered 
home a partially-saved shot from 
man of the match LPT Steve 
O'Neil. 

The Royals were now on the 
back foot, but it was not until the 
dying minutes of the match that 
O'Neil, darting into the area, was 
brought down, and OM Mac 
McLeod equalised from the spot. 

Both teams pressed in extra 
time, and Scotland struck the 
Royals crossbar three times, but it 
was the cup-holders w ho prevailed, 
C’pl Shaun Foster netting in a goal¬ 
mouth scramble in the second peri¬ 
od to take the honours in an even¬ 
ly-balanced contest. 



• A Royal Marines player slices through covering Scotland play¬ 
ers in the inter-Command championships (above) while the com¬ 
petition was just as fierce in the women's event (right) 

Pictures LW(PHOT) Angie Pearce (SFPU) 


The women of Portsmouth went 
one better than the Royals, taking 
their fourth consecutive title by the 
same score as the men's decider. 

Portsmouth took the lead 
against a tenacious Air. Fleet and 
Scotland combined side when 
C'WRN Sharon Garrity placed the 
ball wide of Air goalkeeper 
POWRN Becky Webb and inside 
the post. 

WOM Julie Hewitt, whose earli¬ 
er long-range strike was foiled by 
Webb, hit the target this time, 
banging the ball into the top left- 


hand corner to give the keeper no 
chance. 

A long through-ball by LWPT 
Lisa Farthing found lone Air strik¬ 
er WSTD Carla Oliva, who round¬ 
ed the stranded Portsmouth keep¬ 
er to reduce the deficit, but 
Portsmouth restored the margin in 
the second half. 

Although the combined side 
scored again through Oliva with 
ten minutes left, Portsmouth held 
on for the win. 

Player of the tournament was 
WOM Julie Hewitt. 


Army consign Navy to last place 



THE FINAL match of the Navy’s 
Rugby League season saw the 
Army visiting Burnaby Road for 
the third round of the inter- 
Services Challenge Trophy. 

Although the Naafi-spon- 
sored pot had already been 
claimed by the RAF, both sides 
wanted to win the match to 
avoid the wooden spoon. 

A close, physical game 
remained evenly-balanced in 
the first half, with a converted 
try down the length of the field 
by the Army being pegged 
back by a penalty goal from 
Navy full-back Buck Taylor. 

There was still little to 
choose between the sides in 
the second half, but the Army 
managed to keep their noses in 

• An Army player is enveloped 
by Navy players un the clash at 
Burnaby Road. 

Picture: LW(PHOT) Angie Pearce (SFPU) 


front with a try, two goals and a 
drop goal. 

The Navy replied with a fine 
try by LPT Ruby Murray, mag¬ 
nificently converted from the 
touchline by Buck Taylor, but 
there was no more in the lock¬ 
er and the Army won 13-8. 

To complete a good day 
work for the soldiers, their 
development side beat their 
Navy counterparts 29-4 earlier 
in the afternoon. 

Although that match closed 
the season, there is only a 
short break before the first 
round of the Rugby League 
Challenge Cup, due to be 
played next month. 

Last season the Navy were 
within a single point of a 
famous victory and a place in 
the third round alongside the 
professional sides, and the 
team are keen to go even fur¬ 
ther this time round. 


Junior 
skydivers 
win new 
trophy 

THE NAVY formation skydiving 
team gave the rest of the Services 
a run for their money in the annu¬ 
al Armed Forces parachuting 
championships at Ncthcravon. 

With most of the competition 
comprising different regiments of 
the Army, the RN team, for the 
second year in a row. achieved 
medal winning-positions against 
some stiff opposition. 

In the highly challenging four- 
wav formation event the RN inter¬ 
mediate team took bronze. 

In the junior event the two 
RN/RM teams achieved bronze 
and silver. Other outstanding per¬ 
formances were in the intermedi¬ 
ate Style event with Wren (MA) 
Sarah Lewis coming third. 

A new trophy was presented to 
the highest-placed RN team - the 
David Palon Memorial Trophy was 
presented by David’s father to the 
RN Junior four-way team. 

Lt David Paton was killed earli¬ 
er this year during a parachute dis¬ 
play at HMS Excellent. 

He was a member of the RN 
Raiders display team and a dedi¬ 
cated sky-diving instructor respon¬ 
sible for teaching many members 
of the medal-winning teams. 

If you are interested in skydiv¬ 
ing in the RN/RM then log on to 
the RNRM Sports Parachuting 
Association website \vww skydive- 
navyjorg .uk 

Gold for 
RN veteran 


NAVY veteran runner Dai 
Roberts maintained a winning tra¬ 
dition by taking the veterans title 
in the inter-Services cross-country 
championships at RAF Halton. 

Lt Cdr Roberts (SACLANT), 
currently based in the USA, had 
been training hard towards his 
debut marathon. 

Content to follow the early 
pace, he was soon ahead and won 
In 'll seconds, leading I lie Na\\ 
Vets to second ahead of the Army. 

WO Steve Payne (RM 
Biekleigh) ran a gutsy race to take 
fifth, missing a medal in the final 
run-in. CPOPT Gary Aldridge 
(Tcmeraire) came in 16th. 

One of the best runs of the day 
came from WSTWD Kelly 
Wharton (RNAS Yeovil ton) in the 
Senior Women’s race. Still only a 
junior. Kelly ran fearlessly with the 
leading pack of five Army girls, 
and only slipped back to fourth in 
the final quarter-mile as the 
strength of the Army women told. 

POWTRs Lyndsay Gannon 
(Northwood) and Vicki Norton 
(DLO Bath) finished fifth and 
sixth, with LWPT Belinda Fear 
(HMS Raleigh) in tenth, allowing 
the Navy to take second place. 

The Senior Men’s race proved 
to be a tough proposition, and 
from a good start the relentless 
pace began to show as Navy run¬ 
ners slipped back into third posi¬ 
tion. CpI Mark Croasdale (RM 
Careers Carlisle) secured the run¬ 
ner-up spot for the second year. 

CpI Gary Gerrard (RM 
Chive nor) and Mne Wayne 
Dashper (CTCRM) both ran com¬ 
mitted races in fifth and ninth, but 
the team finished in third place. 

Stirring opener 

AN EXCITING 3-3 draw between 
a Combined Services side and 
Havant marked the official open¬ 
ing of the Navy’s state-of-the-art 
water-based hockey pitch at 
Burnaby Road in Portsmouth. 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Roger 
Palin, a trustee of the Nuffield 
Trust, performed the opening cer¬ 
emony. 

The pitch - built to Olympic 
and international standards, was 
paid for by a grant from the 
Nuffield Trust in response to a 
combined bid from the Navy and 
Army. 
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HOME AND AWAY . . . 


T YPE 23 frigate HMS Montrose has left 
Devonport to start a deployment to the 
South Atlantic (left). 

First half of it will take her to West Africa 
where she will assist the Sierra Leone govern¬ 
ment with training, anti-drug smuggling patrols 
and humanitarian work, with scheduled visits to 
Freetown, Casablanca, Ghana and Dakari. After 
Christmas she will undertake Exercise Purple 
Albatross, a joint exercise with the Army and 
Royal Air Force in the Falklands. 

Ice Patrol Vessel HMS Endurance was also on 
the move, leaving Portsmouth for her annual 
deployment to Antarctica - the world’s windiest 
and coldest continent that holds 70 per cent of 
the world’s fresh water and 90 per cent of its ice. 
She will first visit Rio de Janeiro and then carry 
out a concentrated work period in South Georgia 
until the New Year when she will work in support 
of the British Antarctic Survey and carry out her 
own surveying schedule for the UK 
Hydrographic Office - increasingly vital as more 


and more tourist ships visit the region. 

Meanwhile HMS Gloucester (above) was 
returning to Portsmouth after a seven month, 
30,000 mile deployment to the Far East and East 
Africa. She played a major role in two ‘Five 
Power Defence Arrangement' exercises - a 
series held every two years with Australia, New 
Zealand, Malaysia and Singapore. 

And back in Devonport after a deployment of 
nearly 14 months that has included exercises in 
the Mediterranean and hydrographic surveys in 
the Indian Ocean and the Atlantic was the ocean 
survey ship HMS Scott. 

Covering up to 150 square kilometres every 
hour, in the last three months alone she sur¬ 
veyed an area of seabed the size of mainland 
Great Britain. She employs a crew rotation sys¬ 
tem that allows her to remain on task for much 
longer while ensuring that her people have more 
time with their families. 

After a period of maintenance and training in 
the Plymouth Exercise Areas, HMS Scott is off 
again to the Indian Ocean until next April. 


Court ‘no 

cause for 

concern' 


THE UK’s decision to support an 
International C riminal Court will 
not place British Service personnel 
at risk, according to the Chiefs of 
Staff. 

They considered the possibility 
of risks arising from the creation 
of the Court, and the possible 
development of risk aversion’ 
within the Armed Forces, hut 
decided there was no reason for 
additional caution or concern. 

They have said training and 
education of Service personnel 
should he reviewed to ensure 
international humanitarian law is 
covered. 

And while the UK will help 
establish and draft the procedures 
for the new court, it is understood 
no new offences will be created, 
and the UK's own courts and pros¬ 
ecuting authorities will have pri¬ 
mary jurisdiction in any allega¬ 
tions against personnel. 

The UK has pressed for the 
Court's jurisdiction to be comple¬ 
mentary to that of national author¬ 
ities, able to prosecute only when 
the relevant State has no function¬ 
ing legal system or is wilfully pro¬ 
tecting its nationals from due legal 
process. 

The UK supports the creation 
of such a court as part of a system 
of international justice capable of 
bringing to account those who fla¬ 
grantly offend against internation¬ 
al humanitarian law. 

The idea arose from a diplomat¬ 
ic conference in Rome in l l WX, as 
a means of dealing with monstrous 
crimes against humanity, such as 
recent events in the Balkans and 
Africa. 



New SA80 passes exhaustive tests 


Rifle now maybe 
'most reliable 
in the world' 


AFTER exhaustive modification, the SA80 A2 is now probably “the most reliable 
5.56mm rifle in the world” says the MOD. 


Both variants of the SAXO 
A2 - the Individual Weapon 
and the Light Support Weapon 
- were subjected to a series of 
gruelling tests during which 
over 3 million rounds were 
fired. 

The trials were conducted in 
four phases and were designed to 


test the A2’s reliability in a range 
of challenging climatic conditions. 

The MOD says the tests are the 
toughest imposed by any nation. 
On average, across all the trials, 
the IW fired an average of 25,200 
rounds before it failed a test, 
known as a “battlefield mission”. 

The LSW, which has a much 
tougher mission requirement, fired 


an average of 12.X97 rounds before 
it UK) failed. 

This compares very favourably 
with all the small arms in its class 
and exceeds the expected service 
life of the A2 (10,000 rounds, after 
which it is refurbished). 

It is, therefore, possible for an 
A2 to suffer no failures during its 
service life. 

The A2 will be issued on a 
phased basis from December 2001. 
Although the unmodified SAXO is a 
capable weapon, the modification 
programme can be brought for¬ 
ward, if there is an operational 
requirement to do so. There are 
currently around I0,(KH) modified 
weapons in stock. 

The modification pro¬ 
gramme will cost around 
£92 million, including the 
cost of spares, trials etc. 
Around 200,000 weapons 
will be modified. 

Armed Forces Minister Adam 
Ingram said: “The trials were 
designed to push the weapons to 
the very limit of their endurance. 
I'm delighted to say that the SAXO 
A2 passed with flying colours. 

“It is more than capable of the 
task that we have given it and it will 
equip our Armed Forces until a 
new small arm is introduced in 
around 2015.” 


Show to see Service 
step out in strength 

THE LORD Mayor's Show in London on November 10 will 
feature 2,000 Servicemen and women, making it the 
biggest military parade in the calendar. 

A total of 20 military and civilian bands, including youth 
bands, will take part in what is being billed as the most 
spectacular free show on Earth, blending traditional pomp 
and circumstance with bang-up-to-date contributions 
from young people from London's communities. 

There will be 200 horses and 60 floats including 120 
motor vehicles in the two-mile long procession from 
Guildhall past St Paul’s Cathedral to the Royal Courts of 
Justice in the Strand, with half a million onlookers expect¬ 
ed to pack the streets. 

The origins of the Show can be traced back to 1215, 
when King John granted a charter giving the people of 
London the right to elect their own Mayor on the under¬ 
standing that he remained loyal to the Sovereign. 


The Owl 
Service 

HMS CHATHAM, 
flagship of the 
Standing Naval 
Force 

Mediterranean, 
received a very 
unusual visitor 
while on deploy¬ 
ment there - a 
Bam Owl in 
need of a rest. 

The bird 
arrived in the 
morning and 
stayed until dusk 
fell, when it con¬ 
tinued its jour¬ 
ney under its 
own steam. 


RUGBY UNION 


TUESDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2001 

KICK OFF 1800 

COMBINED SERVICES 

V 

BARBARIANS 
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INTERNATIONAL RUGBY UNION 

TUESDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2001 
KICK OFF 1930 

COMBINED SERVICES 

V 

ROMANIA 

BOTH MATCHES AT BURNABY ROAD 

PORTSMOUTH 

TICKETS £10 STAND £5 GROUND 

HALF PRICE FOR OAP'S & CHILDREN (UNDER 16) 

TICKET HOTLINE 0870 4446633 
TICKETS ON SALE ON THE NIGHT 
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Options 


A T THE end of World War II 
cuts in submarine numbers 
were severe, but nol as 
drastic as those implemented 
throughout the rest of the fleet, 
and by the mid-1950s the subma¬ 
rine force made up a greater per¬ 
centage of the Royal Navy's order 
of battle than ever before. 

This was just as well, since the main 
threat facing the Royal Navy in the 
postwar period was the rapidly- 
expanding Soviet submarine fleet, built 
with the aid of liberated* German 
technology. 

• The first Polaris missile to be test- 
fired from a British submarine bursts 
Out of the A fieri he in 1968 . HMS 
Resolution was cruising submerged 
about 30 mites off Cape Kennedy 
when the weapon was launched. 


As readers may be aware , Commander Richard Compton-Half 
Submarine Museum, is unwell and unable to complete the series 
Service's Centenary Year I dedicate this final episode to him. 


The realities of Britain's economic situa¬ 
tion meant that the maintenance of a large 
surface force to counter the threat was out 
of the question, so in 1948 the interception 
and destruction of enemy submarines was 
designated as the primary operational 
function' of the British submarine fleet. 

At that moment the Service ceased to be 
a 'private navy 1 within the Royal Navy, hut 
instead look its place at the forefront of 
British naval planning. 

Clearly a new type of submarine was 
needed, but until the necessary research 
and development required for a new boat 
could be completed - which included exper¬ 
imenting with high test peroxide as a fuel - 
some form of stopgap was needed. 
The result was the con version of 
some Tel ass boats and nearly all 
the A-class to give them a stream¬ 
lined form and faster underwater 
speed, 

This greatly enhanced their per¬ 
formance, although it must be said 
that the development of sensors 
and weapons during this period did 
not keep pace with advances in 
design and construction. 

However, they did develop sur¬ 
veillance skills, and from 1951 
these were pul to practical use in 
familiar northern waters. 

Rumour has it that a couple 
came hack from patrol with their 
ears ringing! 

In order to look at high speed 
options, and following on from the 
experience gained from the cap¬ 
tured IM407 (HMS Meteorite), 


Navy had achieved spectacular si 
nuclear power, so the experimci 
continued. 

The first new British postwar ■ 
diesel-electric boat was the Porp 
and eight were laid down bciwcc 
This successful class was soo 
by the Obcrons, of which thirteen 
between 1957 and 1%2, 

These large patrol submarir 
were capable of remaining dived 
weeks, could operate in any p 
world, and were extremely quiet 
which when combined with (het 
sensor fit made them highly ea 
volitional submarines. 

While the Navy was building 
of nuclear-powered submarines 
the rate of one every fifteen mor 
the late I96fls and I97(!s, its ea 
SSKs skilfully bore the brunt of 
panoply of submarine operation; 

Offensive and defensive anti- 
and anti-ship operations, forwa 
lance, special forces operation 
surface and air forces, weapon de 
and, last but nol least, shtiwinj 
were all tasks undertaken with gr 
over a period of more than thirty 

for all I heir excel! 

TF Porpoises and Obcrons, 
I replacement Upholder c 
never overcome the limitations i 
their slow speed of deployuu 
allied to the lack of forward sup 
ruled them out from the from lit 
response in a world scenario 
increasingly by brush-fire confirm 
Sadly, as a dividend or peace, 
the conventional submarine, afu 
of wonderful service in the R< 
drew to a ckise in 1994, 

“Under way on nuclear pow 
now-famous signal sent 
Commanding Officer of USS b 
January 17, 1955, as she sa 
Groton. Connecticut, 

With her construction the 1 
given its first true submarine, a 
came a revolution in underwater 
With almost unlimited endur; 
for the crew being the limiting 
married the submarine's 
strengths of stealth and surpr 
speed gr cater than its potential c 
No longer were they ptatfem 
tion relying on their quarry tc 
them; now (hey could carry the b 
potential enemy. 

Admiral of the Fleet Earl Me 
First Sea Lord between 1955 anc 
one of the driving forces behind 
venture into nuclear power, seeir 
duct ion into submarines as c 
British sea power was not to wiri 


• HMS Of os enters Haslar Creek flying her 
Jolly Roger in 1991 and resplendent in cam¬ 
ouflage paint , causing speculation about 
cloak-and-dagger operations in the Gulf. 
She was also paying off after almost 30 
years service , 


• Another picture taken at the top of the world , this 
time with nuclear attack submarine HMS Trenchant 
meeting up with USS Spadefish in 1992. The ice was too 
thin on this occasion to allow the traditional games of 
cricket and basebalL Also in the picture is a Royal Air 
Force Nimrod maritime reconnaissance aircraft. 


FRONT COVER; HMS Dreadnought sits at the top of the world in March 1971. When the 
nuclear Fleet submarine popped through thin ice at the North Pole, she became the first 
British submarine to visit this hostile region. A guard with a rifle kept watch for polar bears 
as a few hardy sailors ventured out into an Arctic afternoon on which, with wind-chili, tern- 

peratures foil below “I OOF, Pictures: Navy News f Royal Navy Submanna Museum, Gosport. 
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• Diesef-efectric 0-boat HMS 
Ocelot, pictured in the fate 
1990s with her new stream¬ 
lined sonar dome , 


heads, which would be under national con¬ 
trol, thus making the deterrent indepen¬ 
dent. 

Four days later, the UK Polaris Executive 
was established, and the then Hag Officer 
Submarines. Rear Admiral Hugh "Rufus’ 
Mackenzie DSO p DSC. a distinguished 
World War II Commanding Officer, was 
chosen to head it. 

With a target date of 1968, the team took 
on this massive project, which called for 
much person] sacrifice and incredibly hard 
work. 

The fact that they succeeded, with HMS 
Resolution firing the first test missile within 
milliseconds of the dale planned five years 
earlier, was a stunning accolade to the indi¬ 
viduals concerned and to British industry. 

The history of Polaris, with 229 unbroken 
deterrent patrols, was a total success and, 
with its mid-life update of ( he valine in 
1982, it remained a truly credible deterrent 
until HMS Repulse decommissioned in 
August I99Ci. 

The reins of the national deterrent, 
including a sub-strategic role, have now 
passed to the four mighty Vanguard-class 
SSRNs, equipped with the Trident D5 mis¬ 
sile - despite the growth in asymmetric 
threats to world peace, their highly relevant 
story continues. 

T he legacy of the pioneers through the 
century is a record of sacrifice and 
achievement of which all British sub¬ 
mariners through the ages can be proud. 

What is unchanging is the man - as Lt 
Col Bradley Gaylord USAF observed after 
three days on board HMS Seraph in 1942: 
"You suddenly realise that here is one of 
the essential points about war; there is no 
substitute for gtx>d company, 

"The hoys in the Submarine Service con¬ 
vey a spirit which explains why they would 
sooner be in submarines than anywhere 
else" {The Ship with Two Captains - Terence 
Robertson). 


TALL 


MBE RN t my predecessor at the Royal Navy 
be started at the beginning of the Submarine 


HMS Dreadnought was commissioned in 
April 1963, and the greatest technological 
step forward in the history of British sub- 
marines had been taken since 1901, the year 
of the Service’s birth. 

During the Cold War it was against a 
massive array of powerful threats that our 
SSNs and SSBNs, and those of our US 
allies, operated. 

Indeed, it could be claimed I hat it was 
this underwater battle of wits, fought out of 
public sight and often out of mind, that 
proved to be the crucial confrontation; it 
was, of course, won. 

(n 1982, during the Falk lands Conflict, 
HMS Conqueror demonstrated the major 
capability of the submarine in warfare. 

Traditionally, submarines were weapons 
of attrition, hut in her action against 
Bclgrauo, Conqueror demonstrated that 
they were capable of having a major influ¬ 
ence on the maritime battle. 

Unlay, the SSN (our Swtftsurcs and 
Trafalgar*, worthy successors to the brilliant 
Valiants) remain the most potent force at 
sea that will assure the supremacy of west¬ 
ern navies, which for maritime nations 
'doth the well-being of the stale depend'. 

In addition to the many roles they inher¬ 
ited from their predecessors, they have 
increasing importance in the brush-fire 
operations mentioned earlier, and the addi¬ 
tion of the Tomahawk Land Attack Missile 
to their armoury makes them a vital and 
flexible part of any cohesive defence strate¬ 
gy for the modem world. 

The arrival of HMS Astute into the fleet 
in 2005 will herald another step change in 
capability. 

continuing role will be the protection 
JyAof the National Deterrent, described 
^^Tkin 1968 by ihe Daily Telegraph as ‘the 
best insurance policy the nation ever hut I'. 

The development of the Polaris missile 
programme in the USA win born on 
January' I, 1957, because it was recognized 
that the submarine was the ultimate in 
deterrent platforms since, unlike fixed land 
installations or aircraft, it was mobile, gave 
little warning and, providing that it was 
quiet, was almost invulnerable. 

The ‘Special Projects Office' was estab¬ 
lished under Rear Admiral William Rabom 
USN, and the UK watched its progress with 
interest, though she was intent on basing 
her own deterrent on the airborne Sky bolt 
carried try a fleet of V-bombers, and the 
land-based Blue Streak missiles. 

When these projects were cancelled or 
failed, the fact that the Navy was able to 
suggest a speedy and coherent alternative 
was once again due to the foresight of 
Admiral Mount batten who. as Fits! Sea 
Lord, had secured the agreement in 1958 of 
Admiral Arleigh Burke, the US Chief of 
Nava I Ope rat ions, u > a 1 low t he 
appointment of a British Liai¬ 
son Officer to Rabom’$ team. 

W hen Skybolt foundered in 
the US in 1962, President 
Kennedy met with Prime 
Minister Harold Macmillan in 
f Nassau on December 20-2 J 

f and agreed to transfer Polaris 

technology to Britain, 

1 The UK would dcvelon and 

SsJ manufacture its own war- 
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Jeff 13 \itt. a sub warmer for utmost thirty 
years and the captain of four HM submarines, 
has been the Director of the Royal Navy 
Submarine Museum since July 1994. tiis 
proudest achievement since moving into the 
post is getting Holland t back on display in 
May 2001 after a six-year conservation and 
preservation programme. More information 
on the Museum can hi ■ found on its website 
wwwsmubmus .co jaIl 
0 Royal Navy Submarine Museum 
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• T-class submarine HMS 
Telemachus (left), winch 
saw duty with the Royal 
Australian Navy for ten 
years , She amved back in 
Britain in December 195S, 
and was sent to the break¬ 
ers within two years . 


• Above: HMS Conqueror flies the Jolly Roger. The submarine had a major role to play in the 
Falktands Conflict when she sank the cruiser Belgrano , 


• Left Unarmed experimental submarine HMS Explorer, known to some as HMS Exploder. The 
boat was fuelled by high test peroxide, a potent and ultimately abandoned form of energy which 
was supersede*/ by nuclear power 
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nuclear power 


• Above: the Tomahawk Land Attack Missile gives modem 
nuclear attack submarines of the S and T-class additional flexibil¬ 
ity in the era of brush-fire confrontations. 

• Right: Trident superseded Polaris as the UK's national strate¬ 
gic nuclear deterrent, and with the new missile system came a 
new class of submarine, the Vanguard -class. Below is the first of 
the four, HMS Vanguard, on her way to the Clyde Naval Base. 






• The paying-off of HMS Opossum in 1993 marked the end of an era for the Royal Navy 
- the diesel-electric boat was the last of the Oberon-class, and her last run into HMS 
Dolphin was the final act of 90 years' continuous submarine operations out of Gosport. 


This is the last of four supplements this year which build into a history 
of the Submarine Service. Part 1 appeared in our January edition, Part 2 
in May and Part 3 in September. To order a copy of the January, May or 
September editions, telephone 023 9282 6040. 
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PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 


Royal Navy ships are always in 
the news - in the year 2000 alone 
they were engaged in 12 live 
operations. 

Our calendar features some of the 
busiest units of the Fleet, and looks 
back through the Navy News files to 
pick up some past headlines when we 
reported on their activities around the 
world. 

A collector's calendar of splendid colour pictures 
printed on fine grade paper, wire bound at the 
head and with high quality spot varnish cover. 
Size approx: 37cm. x 28.5cm. 
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The Astute-class nuclear subma 



Clip-on towed array outlet 
Shrouded propulsor 
Installed towed array outlet 
Upper rudder segment 
Aft anchor light 

Rudder and hydroplane hydraulic 
actuators 

Starboard hydroplane 
Horizontal stabiliser 

Circulating water inlet, condenser 
cooling 

Lower rudder segment 

No 4 main ballast tank 

Propeller shaft 

High pressure air bottles 

No 3 main ballast tank 

Towed array cable drum and winch 

Main ballast vent system 

Aft pressure dome 

Ensign staff 

Hinged fairlead 

Hinged bollards 

Air treatment units 

Naval stores 

Propeller shaft thrust block and 
bearing 

Circulating water transfer pipes 

Lubricating oil tank 

Starboard condenser 

Main machinery mounting raft 

Turbo generators, port and 

starboard 
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Combining gearbox 

Main turbines 

Steam delivery ducting 

Aft equipment compartment 

Aft capstan 

Watertight bulkhead, typical 

Manoeuvring room citadel 

Manoeuvering room isolated deck 

mounting 

Switch room 

Diesel generator room 

Static converters. 

Main steam valve 

Hinged bollards 

Part of pressure hull 

Reactor section 

Forward airlock 

Control room hatch 

Conditioned air ducting 

Air handling compartment 

Waste management equipment 

Batteries 

Forward section isolated deck 
mountings 

Galley 

Junior ratings’ mess 


53. Office 

54. Commanding Officer’s cabin 

55. Mast hydraulic actuators 

56. Diesel exhaust 

57. Snort induction mast 

58. Communications masts 

59. Radar antenna 

60. Optronic masts 

61 . Sonar panel 

62. Conning tower access 

63. Port side communications office 

64. Control room consoles 

65. Junior ratings’ bathroom 

66. Senior ratings’ bathroom 

67. Battery switchroom 

68. Weapons stowage and handling 
compartment 

69. Senior ratings’ bunks 

70. Medical berth 

71. Sonar array 
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Sonar operators’ consoles 
Maintenance workshop 
Sonar equipment room 

Deck sonar 

Forward hinged capstan 
Hinged bollards 
Forward hydroplanes 
Hydroplane hydraulic actuator 
Hydroplane hinge mounting 
Ship’s office 
Junior ratings’ berths 
Torpedo tubes 
Water transfer tank 
Torpedo tube bow caps 


No 1 main ballast tank 
Anchor cable locker 
Bow sonar 


Air turbine pump 

No 2 main ballast tank 
High pressure air bottles 
Forward pressure dome 
Weapons embarkation hatch 
Hinged casing plates 
Gemini craft stowage 
Hinged fairlead 
Anchor windlass 
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TAKE a very fine submarine, make it bigger, more 
heavily-armed, quieter and more efficient, and 
what you may well end up with is the Royal Navy's 
brand new Astute class. 

Developed from the Trafalgar-class attack sub¬ 
marine - the Astute project was initially referred 
to as the Batch 2 Trafalgar-class - HMS Astute and 
her two sisters which have been ordered will take 
full advantage of the advances in technology since 
the T-boats were designed. 

And whereas the principle had always been to 
reduce size whenever possible, the new philoso¬ 
phy is that bigger is better - cost savings in fit-out 
during build as well as easier in-service mainte¬ 
nance. The result Is a boat which will be around 
100 metres long and displace more than 7,200 
tons when submerged, 

The new core of the pressurised water nuclear 
reactor - the Rolls-Royce PWR2 - will last for 25 
years, the expected lifetime of the submarine, 
avoiding the need for lengthy and expensive reac¬ 
tor refuellings. 

Astute-class submarines will have a 50 per cent 
greater weapon load than T-boats - the new 
design features six 533mm torpedo tubes instead 
of five - and will be able to carry a range of 
weapons, initially expected to be a combination of 
Spearfish torpedoes, Tomahawk Land Attack 
Missiles, and sub-Harpoon or similar anti-ship 
missiles. 

The updated tactical weapon system will be far 
more capable than its predecessor, yet Astute will 
operate with a crew of just 98 compared with the 
115 on the Trafalgar-class. 


Submarines are being procured by the Attack 
Submarines Integrated Project Team in MOD'S 
Defence Procurement Agency under a prime con¬ 
tract with BAE Systems Astute Class Ltd, based in 
Farnborough. 

The boats are being built at BAE Systems 
Marine at Barrow-in-Furness - the same yard 
which built Holland 1, the Royal Navy's first sub¬ 
marine, 100 years before, and which has built sub¬ 
marines for 41 of the Royal Navy's 44 classes. 

With the new class comes new techniques - a 
modular build programme and no ‘prototype', the 
boats being designed and initially tested on com¬ 
puter. There is also no traditional periscope - 
instead, non-penetrating optronics masts will be 
used. 

The Navy's new breed of hunter-killer subma¬ 
rine, intended to replace the Swiftsure-class boats 
which first entered service in 1973, has been 
designed with a far wider range of tasks in mind 
than was the case with their predecessors. 

With the end of the Cold War, and the increasing 
incidence of 'brush fire 1 conflicts around the 
world, Astute and her sisters are being purpose- 
built to play a role in the new geopolitical order. 

Now, instead of just providing a platform for tra¬ 
ditional anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare - 
at which the new boats will still excel - there will 
be a whole range of tasks for which they were 
specifically designed. 

Thus covert operations, coastal and off-beach 
work and intelligence-gathering, when allied to a 
new generation of secure communications links, 
will be particular strengths of Astute, helping bring 
the submarine even further into the heart of joint 
operations. 

Build of the first of class, HMS Astute, is well 
progressed - she is expected to be launched in 
2004, and to enter service in 2005. 

Main fabrication on the second boat HMS 
Ambush, started in August 2001. She is due to 
enter service in 2007, with the third boat, HMS 
Artful, following about two years afterwards. 

All the boats will be based at Faslane. The MOD 
is considering a second buy of Astute-class sub¬ 
marines - a decision is expected in mid-2002 
about the size of the order, either two or three. 
These additional boats would enter service in the 
next decade. 



















































